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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Community UMC Family, 

Greetings to all of you! I hope that the 

New Year is going well for you so far. I 

was fortunate to have a two week break 

after Christmas where we were able to 

visit family in both New Jersey and Wisconsin. One of 

the things that I wanted to make sure to talk to you 

about, is what is going on in the United Method-

ist Church. You may have seen some news headlines 

about the United Methodist Church splitting. I want 

you to have the most correct information and for you 

to understand that no decisions have yet been made.  

In May of this year, there will be a General Conference 

of the United Methodist Church to be held in Minne-

apolis, MN. This will be a very important General 

Conference, as we expect that some big decisions will 

be made. Last year, there was a Special Session of 

General Conference which met to discuss one topic, 

human sexuality and the prohibitive language in the 

Discipline that bars LGBTQ people from being mar-

ried or ordained in the United Methodist Church. The 

Book of Discipline also has language that states that 

homosexuality is "incompatible with Christian teach-

ing." At the Special Session of the General Confer-

ence, none of this negative language was removed and 

the prohibitions were actually strengthened when the 

Traditional Plan was adopted. The fallout after that 

decision was made was significant. The New England 

Conference responded by creating an Open Spirit Task 

Force to study how to prepare for the 2020 General 

Conference. The New England Conference of the 

UMC continues to reject the prohibitive language that 

is so hurtful and damaging for LGBTQ people.  

The document that has just been released, which was 

referred to in the news, is called the "Protocol of Rec-

onciliation & Grace Through Separation." This was 

(Continued on page 2) 
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February Highlights 
Mark your calendar with these dates and look for more 
information, events and meetings inside and on the 
INCommunity Calendar on the inside back cover. 

Sat 2/1 9:00 AM Community Breakfast - Hall 

  10:00 AM UMW Executive Board - Library 

Sun 2/2  Bread Sunday 

   Finance Committee - Library 

Mon 2/3 7:00 PM Trustees - Library 

Sat 2/8 6:00 PM Chili Cook-off & Trivia Night  

Sun 2/9  Scouting Sunday 

Thu 2/13 5:45 PM Thursday Night Family Table 

Fri 2/14 1:00 PM Waltham Soup Kitchen  

Sat 2/15 12:00 PM UMW Light Lunch  - Hall 

Sun 2/16 11:30 AM Stewardship & Finance - Library 

Mon 2/17  Presidents Day - Office Closed 

Sun 2/23 11:30 AM Worship Team Meeting - Library 

Tue 2/25 6:00 PM Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

Wed 2/26 7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service 

Sat 2/29 3:00 PM Islamic Interfaith Discussion 

Thu 3/5 6:00 PM Lenten Suppers Begin - 6:00 PM 
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INCommunity is a publication of  the 

Community United Methodist Church 
80 Main St, Wayland MA 01778 
www.cumcwayland.org 
(508) 653-0577 
info@cumcwayland.org 

Rev. Rebecca Cho ------------- Pastor 
Dave Shrewsbury -------------- Music Director 
Sherry Anne Bryant ---------- Lay Leader 
Sara Herwig-------------------- Editor/Administrator 

Submissions for consideration should be in digital format. Ar-
ticles should be no more than 350 words. Pictures and graphics 
should be in JPEG, PNG or TIFF format. All submissions 
to be sent to office@cumcwayland.org, 

Deadline for the March Issue is 
Saturday, February 15! 

created and signed by 16 people from the United 

Methodist Church who represent various contin-

gencies within the church. The groups that they rep-

resent are from progressive, centrist and traditional-

ist perspectives. The Protocol was reached with the 

help of expert mediator, Kenneth Feinberg, who 

generously provided his services pro bono. You can 

find the full document on the web at:  

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/

websites/www/pdfs/

signed+umc+mediation+protocoal+statement+-

2020.pdf 

It would be better if you read the Protocol for your-

self (and I'm happy to get you a paper copy), but let 

me provide a few highlights. 

• Should this Protocol be accepted at General Con-

ference, a new denomination would be formed by 

to accommodate the more conservative, tradition-

alist beliefs. 

• The United Methodist Church would remain as a 

denomination and would have the opportunity to 

repeal the Traditional Plan which is now in place. 

• Each Annual Conference or Central Conference 

(conferences outside of the U.S.) would be able to 

decide either to stay in the United Methodist 

Church or join the newly formed traditionalist 

Methodist denomination. This would mean that 

presumably the New England Annual Conference 

would remain in the United Methodist Church. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Statement of  Welcome for All People 

Community United Methodist Church celebrates that 

all persons are created in God's image and are of  

sacred worth. We are a community of  faith that 

welcomes all persons without regard to age, race, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, or developmental and 

physical ability. Community UMC welcomes the full 

inclusion of  all people in the life and ministries of  our 

church. We invite everyone to join us in our faith 

journey! 

• Each local church would be able to decide wheth-

er they want to leave the UMC. If they want to 

stay in the UMC, then no voting would be neces-

sary, only if they want to join the new traditionalist 

Methodist denomination. 

This is only a part of what is said in the Protocol, 

but I will leave it there for now. I'm happy to dis-

cuss it with any of you and try to answer any ques-

tions you might have. Again, this is one proposal 

that will go forward to General Conference, but 

there will be others.  

I know that for many of us this is a very difficult 

and turbulent time. Personally, I feel hopeful that if 

this Protocol passes, that I would be able to remain 

a United Methodist and see the denomination be-

come more open and accepting toward God's be-

loved children who identify as LGBTQ. At the 

same time, I feel extremely sad to think about a 

great rift in the denomination that I have loved. I 

would like to focus on the gratitude that I feel in 

being a part of this particular local church, Commu-

nity United Methodist Church. Despite the turmoil 

occurring in our denomination, let us continue to 

do the work that we are already doing. Let us con-

tinue to worship God together, to reach out to our 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Weekly Scripture Readings 
(Revised Common Lectionary) 

Sunday, February 2 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Micah 6:1-8 
Psalm 15 (UMH 747) 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Matthew 5:1-12 

Sunday, February 9 
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) 

Psalm 112:1-10 (UMH 833) 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) 

Matthew 5:13-20 

Sunday, February 16 
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 119:1-8 (UMH 840) 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Matthew 5:1-37 

Sunday, February 23 
Transfiguration Sunday 

Exodus 24:12-18 
Psalm 99 (UMH 810) 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 

“All God's People in All Places and in All Times, 
are Called to Love and to Serve.” 

— Ministry of the Laity 

From the Lay Leader 

Among the huge amount of charity mailings I re-

ceive, one small booklet caught my attention. It was 

a selection of inspirational words of hope from the 

Mays Mission for the Handicapped. It is filled with 

verses of scripture and writings from famous per-

sons. As I think about injustices in so many areas, a 

statement by Robert Kennedy stands out:  "Each 

time a person stands up for an ideal, or acts to im-

prove the lot of others, or strikes out against injus-

tice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope, and cross-

ing each other from a million different centers of 

energy and daring, these ripples build a current that 

can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression 

and resistance." 

May we send out ripples of hope, no matter how 

small, so that our efforts, when joined with others, 

will make a difference.  

Sherry Anne Bryant 

neighbors in love, and to be a place where all people 

can feel welcomed as part of this Community.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Rebecca  

(Continued from page 2) 

SHROVE TUESDAY DINNER 

Join us Tuesday February 25 in Fellowship 

Hall for a pancake, sausage, apple sauce and 

dessert supper. The tradition of  Shrove 

Tuesday goes back to around 1000 AD 

when people prepared for Lent by using up 

the butter and eggs they would give up 

through the period before Easter. It is prac-

ticed by many Christians including Roman 

Catholics, Anglicans, Lutherans and Meth-

odists. Our dinner will begin at 6pm. Don't 

miss out. It promises to be an evening of  

good food and good fellowship. 

ASH WEDNESDAY AND 

LENTEN SUPPERS  

Ash Wednesday is February 26. A service of  

ashes will be held in the Sanctuary at 7pm. Len-

ten suppers begin on Thursday, March 5 at 6pm 

in Fellowship Hall and continue every Thursday 

through April 2.  
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As stated in the Annual Report and elsewhere, the 

General Fund received a generous loan from the 

Trustees when income was not enough to cover op-

erating expenses. Since most Trustees funds are re-

stricted and cannot be used for general operating ex-

penses, this loan must be repaid or funds won’t be 

there if needed in the future. At least we won’t be 

charged interest as we would if we obtained a bank 

loan. 

With that being said, we are sponsoring what we 

hope will be a “fun” mid winter fundraiser, the Chili 

Cook-off and Trivia Night on Saturday, February 8 

at 6pm. Come vote for your favorite chili in various 

categories. Entry forms are available on the table in 

Fellowship Hall or from Sherry Anne Bryant. Be-

cause of food allergies, we ask you to list the ingredi-

ents of your chili. We don’t need your recipe unless 

you win and want to share. Each entry will be as-

signed a number. 

Trivia questions may be submitted to Ginger Living-

stone. Since this is a fundraiser admission is $10 for 

adults, $5 for children 12 or under, with a $25 maxi-

mum per family. Hope you come for the Food, Fun 

and Fellowship! 

Carolyn Stevens, 

Co-chair 

Winter Closings 
If the Church should be closed this 

winter (Sunday or weekdays) be-

cause of inclement weather, notice 

of the closing will be recorded on the tele-

phone answering machine at the church and 

given on TV Channel 7. Please use either of 

these sources for information. 

However, even if the church is not 

closed, please do not venture out 

into adverse weather if you think it 

may be unsafe to do so. 

Committee on 
Stewardship & Finance 

Trustees Update 
The Trustees continue to address our ongoing list of 

maintenance requests across our properties. This 

past month it was about those little things like fixing 

the kitchen freezer seal, repairing Sanctuary win-

dows, a new stand up desk for our Pastor and a good 

cleaning of our kitchen stove. We’d ask those who 

use the kitchen stove to clean as best as possible. We 

also set up our new heating system heating schedule 

to save even more money as well as set up a new 

mobile application so our Trustees are now able to 

monitor and control our heating from anywhere. We 

are actively working on getting a defibrillator with 

training, and finishing up our new water fountain 

project as it required new electric and plumbing 

work. We are also working on additional signage to 

help guests more easily find our entrances and their 

way to the Sanctuary.   

As Pastor Rebecca highlighted in our annual pledge 

mailing, we ask you to consider supporting our 

Campership Fund that needs replenishing all year 

long in order for us to continue supporting our 

youth campers next summer. 

Thanks again for all your help to keep the Church in 

the condition you found it, shut off the lights, and 

lock the door when you leave. This will ensure that 

everyone, members and visitors, finds it welcoming, 

safe and inviting.  

The Board of Trustees  

Dave Getchonis 

Do small things with great Love. 
Prayer Letters may be sent to someone of concern 

to you who may be ill or going through a difficult 

time. If you would like one sent, please see Helen 

Barber or Susan Richardson and we’ll prepare it for 

all to sign during coffee hour. 

And don’t forget, there are Thinking of You post-

cards available in the Narthex to send to someone 

you’ve missed seeing in church. Put them in Sara’s 

box (bottom far right) to be mailed. 
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Family Promise Update! 

From the Treasurer 

State of the Church - February 2020 

“Just the facts ma’am.” These are the words of the 

famed Los Angeles police detective Joe Friday while 

searching for the “bad guy” in the once popular TV 

series Dragnet. Although this series is far in the past 

that phrase is what came to my mind when trying to 

create this month’s article on the financial condition 

of our church. What follows will be a statement of 

“just the facts” as we start a new year and new dec-

ade. 

1. For the second year in a row the General Fund, 

which pays our operating expenses, ended the 

year with a negative balance in excess of $25,000.  

We did, however, fulfill our “Mission Share” obli-

gation. 

2. There are resources in our Endowment Funds to 

cover the shortfall.  This enables us to begin 2020 

without a negative balance in the General Fund, 

but this is only a temporary solution. 

3. Currently, we fund only about two thirds of our 

General Fund requirements through contribu-

tions (pledges and other). This means we need to 

raise over $75,000 more per year. 

4. We have endowments designated to provide in-

terest income to the General Fund which 

amounts to over $6,000 per year. 

5. In 2019 we spent over $170,000 on improve-

ments and major maintenance items for the 

church building, funded almost entirely by money 

received from the sale of the East Natick Church. 

6. Our income and expense budgets for 2020, 

adopted by the Administrative Board, are very 

similar to the budget approved for the past five 

years, and they reflect our continuing optimism 

about the future of our congregation and a will-

ingness to stretch for the best results possible. 

If you have any questions concerning the Church’s 

finances, send your inquiry to treasurer@ 

cumcwayland.org and I will be happy to respond. 

You are also welcome to attend a Finance Commit-

tee meeting after the church service on the third 

Family Promise Info and Job Posting: 

Family Promise Metrowest is a community response 

to family homelessness. We offer shelter through a 

network of multifaith host congregations that con-

vert their classrooms into bedrooms for one week at 

a time, 3-4 weeks per year. Volunteers provide food, 

overnight staffing, and supportive companionship. 

At our Day Center in Natick, we offer professional 

case management that helps families address the root 

causes of their homelessness. Once families move 

back into the community, we provide ongoing sup-

port through our transitional living program to en-

sure long-term sustainability. We also administer a 

homelessness prevention program that offers subsi-

dies for rent in arrearage, case management, and 

monthly group trainings to families at risk of evic-

tion. 

We are seeking applicants for an Outreach and Net-

work Coordinator, a 30-hour position that will serve 

as a liaison with our congregations to build effective 

relationships and ensure the sustainability of our 

shelter network. This position will also coordinate 

outreach and education in the community to build 

awareness of and engagement with Family Promise 

Metrowest. 

Interested candidates should submit a cover letter 

and resume to fpmhumanresources@gmail.com. 

Family Promise Metrowest is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer. 

Jill Rabideau 

To fall in love with God is the greatest of  ro-
mances, to seek him the greatest adventure, 
to find him the greatest human achievement. 

—St. Augustine 

Sunday of each month; just inform myself or a 

member of the Committee. 

George Richardson 

Treasurer  
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United Methodist Women 
We invite all women to join us for a very special pro-

gram at our Light Lunch for Gals of All Ages on Sat-

urday,  February 15,  at noon.  Entertaining and edu-

cational, Sheryl Faye will offer a live historical per-

formance of  “Eleanor Roosevelt—The First Lady 

of the World”.  Tickets for the lunch and program 

are $6.00 for adults, $3.00 for children ages 6-12.  

Purchase a ticket or make a reservation no later than 

Sunday, February 9.  Contact sherryannebry-

ant@yahoo.com or 508-358-4310 and leave a mes-

sage. 

“The longest-serving First Lady of the United States, 

Eleanor was the first presidential spouse to hold 

press conferences, write a syndicated newspaper col-

umn, and speak at a national convention. She advo-

cated for expanded roles for women in the work-

place, the civil rights of African Americans and Asian 

Americans, and the rights of World War II refugees. 

She became one of the first delegates to The United 

Nations.  One of the top ten most admired people of 

(Continued on page 7) 

Community Interfaith Discussion 

In this time of much worldly turmoil, we are called 

to compassion for all people. Part of caring for our 

"neighbors" is listening to and understanding who 

they are, what inspires them and sharing ourselves 

with them. To grow in this understanding you are all 

invited to the 6th Community Interfaith Discussion 

to be held February 29, 2020 from 3:00 to 5:00 at the 

Islamic Center in Wayland. The interfaith book club 

has been reading and discussing a book titled “One 

Nation, Indivisible”  this year. The editor of the 

book, Celene Ibrahim, will be at the meeting to 

speak followed by small group discussions. Come 

and enjoy this opportunity for discussion and fellow-

ship with people of diverse faiths and backgrounds. 

It is not necessary to read the book prior to the 

meeting day. Please talk with Jill Rabideau for more 

information and RSVP: bookclub@icbwayland.org 

to register.  



 

  Page 7 

 

 2/1 Community breakfast 9am to 10am. Bring a 
friend! 

2/14 Waltham Soup kitchen meal preparation 1p. 
Help prepare the meal. Come be a sweetie and make 
a treatie for them. 

Everyone’s help is needed in Mission Outreach. 
You can take on a project. Many require just a small 
commitment of time. You can make phone calls, 
help with the Tools of Hope program, etc. If you 
know of a need in the community we could help 
meet, let us know about it and what needs to be 
done. You don't need to be  a member of the 
church or a regular attendee to help in Mission 
work. It's open to all. Contact Deb Hastings at 508-
380-3128 or hastingsdeb0@gmail.com. 

Deb Hastings 

Mission Resource Team 

New Member Class 
Are you interested in taking the next step on your 

spiritual journey here at Community UMC? If 

you think you would like to officially join the 

church, then come to a New Member Class! 

There will be 6 sessions after church, starting at 

about 11:30AM and ending no later than 1:00PM. 

Dates are: March 1, 22, 29, April 5, 19 and 26. 

Child care will be provided. Please contact Pastor 

Rebecca if you are interested or have any ques-

tions. 

The 2019 Christmas Pageant 

the 20th century.” 

We’ll see you on the 15th as we explore the pro-

found positive impact this woman has had in our 

history. 

Sherry Anne Bryant 

President 

(Continued from page 6) 
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MIDWEEK MEDITATION CALL 
We gather by phone each Wednesday morning at 

7:30am for a devotional time and prayer. It's a 

wonderful way to start your day. The calls last no 

more than 15 minutes, ending by 7:45am. 

To join the Midweek Meditation call: 

 Dial-in between 7:25am and 7:30am on 

Wednesday mornings:   

 Number:  1-857-232-0156.  At the prompt, 

enter 743070 

You will be joined to the group. The call begins 

promptly at 7:30am and concludes by 7:45am. If 

you have questions, please contact the Church 

Office. 

Sunday Morning Participants for February 2020 

Date 
Worship 
Leader 

Call to Worship 
Opening Prayer 

Scripture 
Reader 

Bulletin Folder Greeters 

Feb 02 
Winnie 

Windsor 
Jordan Barber 

Ginger 
Livingstone 

Jill Tyson 
Marge Burroughs (B) 
Vemula Family (F) 

Feb 09 Susan Richardson 
Susan Richardson (B) 

Marie Layman (F) 
Scouting Sunday 

Feb 16 
Sherry Anne 

Bryant 
Sarah Barber Arthur Hughes Shirley Lowe 

Miriam Andrews (B) 
Wade Family (F) 

Feb 23 
Winnie 

Windsor 
Donnie Braley Marilyn Hatch Annette Porter 

Gayle & Izzy Gledhill (B) 
Shirley LaRochelle (F) 

Feb 26   Ash Wednesday   Marilyn Hatch   

Monthly Bread Sunday 
To benefit our Missionary in Nicaragua, 

Dr. Belinda Forbes. 

Bread Sunday is February 2 

The next Bread Sunday is March 1 

Bakers and Buyers Needed! 

Community UMC Breakfast 

Next Community Breakfast 

Sat, February 1, at 9 AM 
in Fellowship Hall 

 

 
 
 
Come for good food and good fellowship. 
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Birthday /Anniversary Listings 
We try to include everyone for whom we have a birth 
date or anniversary date. If we have the wrong date for 
your birthday or you would like to be included, please 
notify Sara in the Church Office at (508) 653-0577 or 
office@cumcwayland.org. 

CELEBRATIONS 

• African-American History Month 

• Feb 14 Valentine’s Day 

• Feb 17 Presidents Day - Office Closed 

• Feb 23 Transfiguration of  Our Lord 

• Feb 26 Ash Wednesday 

• Feb 29 Leap Day 

• Mar 5 Lenten Suppers Begin - 6:00PM 

Special Dates 

2/2 Justin DeFlorio 

2/8 Bee Makaruse 

2/9 Sebastian  
Upjohn-Bellettiere 

2/9 Sunmin Cho 

2/10 Alei Verdi 

2/10 Justin Makaruse 

2/13 Arnold Goldenbaum 

2/14 Charlotte Crockett 

2/15 Fran Daneault 

2/16 Marie Biondi- 
Lieber-Hughes 

2/17 Bryce Rabideau 

2/21 Dave Shrewsbury 

2/21 Ronald Chin 

2/22 Polly Athanas 

2/23 Donnie Braley 

2/25 Izzy Gledhill 

2/26 Ben Tavel 

02/06/1960 Richard & Catherine Waack 
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COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

80 Main Street 

Wayland, MA 01778-4807 

Non Profit Organization 

U. S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 17 

Wayland, MA 

ADDRESS 

SERVICE 

REQUEST 

MONDAY thru FRIDAY 

8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Have you visited our website lately?  

website:  www.cumcwayland.org    email:  office@cumcwayland.org 

Phone:  (508) 653-0577                   Fax:  (508) 653-0519 

Like us on Facebook  @cumcwayland 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

10:00 A.M. 
Worship Service 

Nursery/Child Care Provided 

(Birth thru Age 2 yrs.) 

10:00 A.M. – 11:15 A.M. 
Sunday School for Age 3 thru Grade 12 

(begins with the Worship Service - dismissal to 

classes is generally made after the children’s message) 

11:15 A.M. 
Fellowship / Coffee Hour 

 

 

February 2020 


