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March Highlights  

M ark your calendar with these dates and look for 
more information, events and meetings inside and 

on the INCommunity Calendar on the inside back cover. 

From the Pastorõs Desk 
Dear Community UMC Family, 

We embark on the season of  Lent this month. 

During Lent, we prepare for the coming of  

Easter. The season begins with our Ash 

Wednesday service on March 6 and continues 

for 40 days. The season parallels the 40 days 

that Jesus spent in the wilderness, encounter-

ing and enduring temptation. It is a time of  

reflection, repentance and fasting. 

It is not uncommon for folks to ògive up 

somethingó for Lent. The idea is that by for-

going something dear to oneself, we are re-

minded of temptation, but also Godõs love and 

the purpose of  the season. An alternative to 

this practice is to be intentional about contrib-

uting to an organization through service. 

I highly recommend that you pick up a copy 

of  the Upper Room or a Lenten devotional 

for daily reading and prayer. If  you need sug-

gestions, please let me know! 

This year at Community, we will continue our 

practice of  gathering on Thursday evenings at 

6pm for a soup supper followed by a faith 

journey talk. Each year, I am amazed by the 

stories. Each witness has a unique impact. We 

will begin on March 14. 

Deep blessings for your Lenten journey! 

Grace and peace, 
 
 
Rev. Ted Crass  

March 2019 
Volume 69:03 

Sat 3/2 9:00 AM Community Breakfast 

  10:00 AM UMW Executive Board 

  2:00 PM SPRC - Library 

Sun 3/3 10:00 AM Worship Service - Communion 

Mon 3/4 7:00 PM Board of Trustees 

Tue 3/5 6:00 PM Shrove Tuesday Dinner 

Wed 3/6 7:30 PM Ash Wednesday Service 

Thu 3/7 6:00 PM Family Table Meeting 

Fri 3/8 1:00 PM Waltham Soup Kitchen Prep 

Sat 3/9  Set Clocks Ahead 1 Hour 

Sun 3/10 10:00 AM Worship Service 

   Daylight Saving Time Begins 

Thu 3/14 6:00 PM Lenten Suppers Begin 

Fri 3/15  INCommunity Material Due 

Sun 3/17 10:00 AM Worship Service 

  11:30 AM Stewardship & Finance - Library 

Sat 3/23 8:30 AM UMW 150th Birthday - Boston U 

Sun 3/24 10:00 AM Worship Service - Sanctuary 

  11:30 AM Worship Team Meeting - Library 

 3/24 to 3/31 Family Promise Hosting - Fisk 
UMC 

Sun 3/31 10:00 AM Worship Service - Sanctuary 

   UMCOR Sunday 
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Weekly Scripture Readings 
(Revised Common Lectionary) 

Sunday, March 3 
Transfiguration Sunday 

Exodus 34:29ð35 
Psalm 99 (UMH 819) 
2 Corinthians 3:12ð4:2 
Luke 9:28ð36 (37ð43) 

Sunday, March 10 
First Sunday in Lent 

Deuteronomy 26:1ð11 
Psalm 91:1ð2, 9ð16 (UMH 810) 
Romans 10:8b ð13 
Luke 4:1ð13 

Sunday, March 17 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Gen 15:1ð12, 17ð18 
Psalm 27 (UMH 758) 
Phil 3:17ð4:1 
Luke 13:31ð35 

Sunday, March 24 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Isaiah 55:1ð9 
Psalm 63:1ð8 (UMH 788) 
1 Corinthians 10:1ð13 
Luke 13:1ð9 

Sunday, March 31 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Joshua 5:9ð12 
Psalm 32 (UMH 766) 
2 Corinthians 5:16ð21 
Luke 15:1ð3, 11b ð32 

òAll God's People in All Places and in All Times, 
are Called to Love and to Serve.ó 

ñ Ministry of the Laity 

From the Lay Leader 

Remember the òNets for Malariaó campaign sev-

eral years ago? Well, our New England Confer-

ence has a new important campaign. 

òEncouraging a Special JFON (Justice For Our 

Neighbors) Offering at the 2019 Annual Confer-

enceó is the new initiative. A goal of $30,000 has 

been established for our local churches and do-

nors to attain. Brochures, stickers and ideas for 

participating in this campaign will be mailed to 

(Continued on page 3) 

Worship Team 

W e begin our Lenten journey with Ash 

Wednesday on March 6. The Lenten soup 

suppers begin Thursday, March 14, and continue 

every Thursday in Lent. Come and enjoy won-

derful homemade soups and fellowship. 

This year we will extend our suppers to Maundy 

Thursday when, following the supper, we will 

SHROVE TUESDAY DINNER  
Join us Tuesday, March 5, the day preceding 

Ash Wednesday, in Fellowship Hall for a 

pancake, sausage, apple sauce and dessert 

supper. The tradition of  Shrove Tuesday 

goes back to around 1000 AD when people 

prepared for Lent by using up the butter 

and eggs they would give up through the 

period before Easter. It is practiced by 

many Christians including Roman Catho-

lics, Anglicans, Lutherans and Methodists. 

Our dinner will begin at 6pm. Don't miss 

out. It promises to be an evening of  good 

food and good fellowship. 

continue our Lenten journey into the Sanctuary 

to share communion at the table where we can 

experience one of  the most poignant and mean-

ingful services of  the year. 

Be part of  the spiritual journey as much as you 

can. 

Susan Richardson 

Worship Team 



 

  Page 3 

 

Committee on 
Stewardship & Finance 

W e continue to monitor expenses to help 

narrow the gap between the budget and 

pledged income. We ask for everyoneõs coopera-

tion in taking energy-saving measures here at the 

Church as you would at home. Turn off  lights 

when leaving the room, if  you open a window or 

see one open close it before you leave, turn off  

or unplug appliances when not in use, keep re-

frigerator and freezer doors closed, make sure 

exterior doors are latched, and always lock it up 

when you leave. We are fortunate to have a large 

facility, but we all must be aware of  the cost of  

heat and utilities which can eat up our resources 

unnecessarily. 

We are also looking for a fundraising activity to 

replace our annual Strawberry Fair in June. We 

have considered many alternatives but are in 

need of  new ideas. This is YOUR fundraiser, it 

requires the participation of  the entire congrega-

òWe are Godõs Stewardsó 

òWhat is meant by stewardship? 

òStewardship is a biblical term, the modern 

equivalent of  which would be something like 

manager. Stewardship recognizes that we are 

not owners of  our lives, our time, our talents, 

(Continued on page 4) 

Family Promise Hosting 

It's Time to Sign Up! 

W e are hosting Family Promise families at 

Fisk Church in Natick the week of  March 

24-31. Please sign up on CERVIS if  you are able 

to help set up rooms, prepare a meal, serve din-

ner, play with kids, or stay overnight. If  you are 

not able to sign up through CERVIS, Jill 

Rabideau will be able to do that with you during 

fellowship hour on Sundays in March. 

Don't forget to register for the Walk to End 

Homelessness happening on April 6! It's a 

fundraiser for Family Promise and a great show 

of  community support for our neighbors. Regis-

ter through the family promise web site, fami-

lypromisemetrowest.org, and join our team, 

Community UMC. 

ñJill Rabideau 

tion, so we are asking for YOUR ideas. Please 

bring your thoughts to me, George Richardson, 

or Annette Porter by April 14 so we have time 

to select, plan, and implement. Thank you for 

your continued support with your time, talent, 

prayers and giving. 

Carolyn Stevens 

Chairperson 

each church in the coming weeks by New Eng-

land JFON. This faith-based ministry offers ef-

fective justice oriented resources for providing 

hospitable, compassionate and high-quality, legal 

services for immigrants. Through our work with 

immigrants, participating volunteers, and con-

gregants, we also transform our cultureõs under-

standing of sensitivity to immigrant issues.ó 

Clinics are held at Trinity UMC in Springfield 

and at Woburn UMC in Woburn. Every clinic 

includes an offering of  hospitality with a meal 

and activities for children who accompany their 

parents. 

More information will be available soon that will 

provide us with an opportunity to respond. 

ñSherry Anne Bryant 

(Continued from page 2) 
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M IDWEEK  MEDITATION  CALL  

We gather by phone each Wednesday morning 

at 7:30am for a devotional time and prayer. It's 

a wonderful way to start your day. The calls last 

no more than 15 minutes, ending by 7:45am. 

To join the Midweek Meditation call: 

How:  Dial-in between 7:25am and 7:30am on 

Wednesday mornings. 

Number: 1-712-770-8014. At the prompt 

enter 436567. 

You will be joined to the group. The call begins 

promptly at 7:30am and concludes by 7:45am. 

If  you have questions, please contact the 

Church Office. 

Church Treasurer 

A s someone that spends a lot of  time dealing 

with the financial obligations if  the Church, 

that is paying the bills, the following article by 

Gary Melville, Director of  Development at the 

United Methodist Foundation of  New England 

peaked my interest. I look at pledging just like all 

of  you. I wonder how much is appropriate and 

how do I compare with others. As Treasurer, my 

view of  the income of  the Church is just a num-

ber that will satisfy our financial needs. It con-

tains no detail of  who pledges, who gives with-

out pledging, and how much is pledged or given, 

or more importantly WHY? I hope you find this 

as thought-provoking as I have. 

George Richardson 

Treasurer 

òHamlet: To Be or Not to Be ð 

That is the Question 

òI was reminded, hearing the quote from Shake-

speare, of  a 1999 piece written by William R. 

Phillippe in his book: A Stewardship Scrapbook. 

òWith Apologies To William Shakespeareé 

òTo pledge or not to pledge ð 

    that is the question 

Whetherõ tis nobler in a man 

To take the gospel free and let another 

    foot the bill, 

(Continued on page 5) 

and our treasures, but stewards or managers. We 

will have to give to God an accounting of  how 

we used all that he has given us. 

òHow does Stewardship apply to Church support? 

òWell, if we think of the Church as those people 

who carry on the work of  Christ in this world, it 

means that we are a part of  them and use our 

time, talents and treasures in furthering the work 

of  Christ by the way we spend all of  our talent 

and all of  our treasure. Remember, what you give 

to your family and profession is not taken away 

from God, but is directed toward building up His 

Kingdom. 

òIn a more restricted sense some of your time 

and talent and treasure should go directly without 

recompense, to church work, whether in the 

broad sense, as a doctor serving a few hours a 

month in a clinic for the poor, or in a more nar-

row sense, by working for parish projects, or in-

volving yourself  in parish life. There is always a 

lot to be done. 

òRegarding stewardship of your treasure it means 

giving to church support a fair share of  the mate-

rial things God has blessed you with. 

(Stewardship, Parish Publications)ó 

ñContributed by Sherry Anne Bryant 

(Continued from page 3) 
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United Methodist Women 

J oin with us as we travel to Fisk UMC in Na-

tick for our annual joint gathering of  Unit-

ed Methodist Women on Saturday, March 16, 

from 10:00am to 1:30pm. A donation of  $5 per 

person is being requested to cover the cost of  

the luncheon. We have 15 tubs of  assorted frost-

ing flavors ready to go for a special activity they 

are planning. Sounds interesting, doesnõt it?! 

Come and enjoy the fellowship of  women united 

in mission. We will have a sign-up sheet on The 

Table in CUMC's Fellowship Hall for those who 

are planning to go, or call Sherry Anne at 508-

358-4310 with your reservation. We can carpool 

from church if  you need a ride. Let's have a good 

turnout for this special gathering which we al-

ways enjoy! 

Ginger and Sherry Anne will be participating in 

the special 150th UMW Anniversary Celebration 

at Boston University on March 23. 

Sherry Anne Bryant 

President 

Or sign a pledge and pay toward church 

    expenses! 

To give, to pay ð aye, thereõs the rub. To Pay, 

When on the free pew plan, a man may have 

A sitting free and take the gospel too, 

As though he paid, and none be aught the wiser. 

To err is human, and human too to buy 

At cheapest rate. Iõll take the gospel so! 

For others do the same ð a common rule! 

Iõm wise. Iõll wait, not work ð Iõll pray, not pay. 

And let the other fellow foot the bills, 

And so Iõll get the gospel free, you see! 

But there is no cheap grace ð 

It cost God his son. 

òDuring my first reading back in 1999, I nodded 

and said yes. But then, after the second reading 

today, the thought of  giving to pay church ex-

penses, to pay a bill, I shouted a no. Yes, there is 

no cheap grace, and no amount of  bill paying 

will cover the cost. And isnõt it interesting that 

when giving is about paying expenses, I tend to 

think about my share, and about how much oth-

ers are paying or not paying. This Shakespeare 

piece illustrates the danger of  bill paying trans-

actional stewardship. When I give from grateful-

ness, I focus on my relationship with Jesus. 

When I focus on my portion of  the church 

budget, I worry about how much others are giv-

ing ð or not giving. With some interpretive li-

cense, let us picture the Last Supper. After the 

meal the bill comes. The disciples, taking the 

lead from Judas, argue over who had a second 

cup of  wine. Focusing on the bill, they missed 

the new covenant Jesus announced during sup-

per. No wonder they argued about who was the 

greatest. My point is that by focusing on church 

expenses, I take my eye off  Jesus. And, as a re-

sult, I make bill paying (who is paying, how 

(Continued from page 4) much ð not enough and how do I compare) the 

reason for my giving. Whereas when I give from 

gratitude, I am only interested in being a disciple 

and helping others be a disciple. If  someone sits 

and prays for òfreeó, that is a gift, not from me 

ð from Jesus ð he is the church. (Gary Melville, 

Director of  Development, United Methodist 

Foundation of New England)ó h 
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Community UMC Breakfast 
Next Community Breakfast 

Sat, March 2 at 9 AM 
in Fellowship Hall 

 

 
 
 
 

Come for good food and good fellowship. 

Monthly Bread Sunday 
To benefit our Missionary in Nicaragua, 

Dr. Belinda Forbes. 

Sunday, March 3 

The next Bread Sunday will be 
April 7 

Bakers and Buyers Needed! 

Sunday Morning Participants for March 2019 

Date 
Worship 
Leader 

Call to Worship 
Opening Prayer 

Scripture 
Reader 

Bulletin 
Folder 

Greeters 

Mar 03 Matt Tearle  
Ginger 

Livingstone 
Esther 

Deveaux 
Gayle & Izzy Gledhill (B) 

Helen Barber (F) 

Mar 10 
Sherry Anne 

Bryant 
Adam Tearle 

Michael 
Vemula 

Kim LeBlanc 
Family 

Ginger Livingstone (B) 
Zachery Family (F) 

Mar 17 Gary Rabideau Caeden LeBlanc 
Asha 

Savarirayan 
Bette Place 

Judi Poe (B) 
Chit & Bert Abriam (F) 

Mar 24 
Winnie 
Windsor 

Cole Zachery Charles Benisch 
Ginger 

Livingstone 
Deb Ferullo (B) 

Sonderfan Family (F) 

Mar 31 Matt Tearle Kate Tearle Jane Seto 
Marcia & Rod 

MacLeod 
Ginger Livingstone (B) 

Tyson/North Family (F) 

Winter Closings 
If  the Church should be closed 

this winter (Sunday or weekdays) 

because of  inclement weather, 

notice of  the closing will be rec-

orded on the telephone answer-

ing machine at the church and given on TV 

channel 7. Please use either of  these sources 

for information. However, even if  the church 

is not closed, please do not venture out into 

adverse weather if  you think it may be unsafe 
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Birthday Listings 
We try to include everyone for whom we 

have a birth date. If  we have the wrong 

date for your birthday or you would like to 

be included, please notify Sara in the 

Church Office at office@cumcwayland.org 

or (508) 653-0577. 

CELEBRATIONS  

§ Mar 1 World Day of  Prayer 

§ Mar 3 Transfiguration of  Our Lord 

§ Mar 6 Ash Wednesday 

§ Mar 10 First Sunday in Lent 

§ Mar 10 Daylight-Saving Time begins 

§ Mar 17 Second Sunday in Lent 

§ Mar 20 First day of  spring 

§ Mar 24 Third Sunday in Lent 

§ Mar 31 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Special Dates CONCERNS 

The sympathy of  the entire congregation 
goes out to: 

The family and friends of  Helen Tufts who 
passed away on Monday, February 18. 

3/1 Tiagan Koob 

3/3 Michael DeFlorio 

3/6 Gregory Daneault 

3/6 Laerte Torres 

3/6 Bonnie Tracy 

3/6 Bruce Hemmeon 

3/7 Sue Lincoln 

3/7 Jane Seto 

3/8 Amy Odell 

3/9 Jonathan Bryant 

3/11 Geoffrey Bryant-Leard 

3/12 Alfred Lamere 

3/13 Rachael Tearle 

3/15 Gayle Gledhill 

3/15 Chung Kim 

3/16 Janice Viveiros 

3/17 Sutton Webb 

3/23 George Churchill 

3/24 Ella Zachery 

3/25 Douglas Tracy 

3/27 Collin Shrewsbury 

3/28 Richard Tharin 

3/16/1968 Rod & Marcia MacLeod 

3/25/1961 Don & Alice Macumber 

3/27/1965 Bert & Chit Abriam 
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Just for Kidsé 
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