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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Community UMC Family,

Weekly Schedule
Sun, 10:00AM- WORSHIP SERVICE
For live video & audio:
Go to http://zoom.us/join
Enter meeting ID 767 470 9972
For audio only:
Dial 408-638-0968
Enter Code 767 470 9972
When prompted press #, then # again
Please also check out the pre-recorded services
available on the Community UMC Wayland
YouTube page. There you will get to hear music
by Dave Shrewsbury and see Children's Messages.
Tue, 10:00AM - BIBLE STUDY
Please join us by Zoom
Wed, 7:30AM - CALL-IN PRAYER TIME
Please join us by dialing 857-232-0156
Enter Code: 743070
Fri, 7:00PM - HYMN SING
Please join us by Zoom.

Upcoming Activities
Wed
Wed
Fri
Sat
Sun

9/9
9/9
9/11
9/12
9/20

5:30pm
7:00pm
2:00pm
1-2pm
4:00pm

Soup Kitchen food prep
Administrative Board
Food taken to Soup Kitchen
UMW Meeting
Outdoor Worship & Fellowship

INCommunity Questionnaire

Fill our the INCommunity questionnaire found
on page 9 and let us know how we’re doing.

More than 5 months have passed since
the coronavirus pandemic altered our
lives so drastically. Each of us is affected
in different ways, and each of us may be
coping with it in different ways. Personally, I think
about all of the people who are affected so much
more severely than I am. I think about people who
have lost loved ones or have become ill themselves. I
think about those who have lost jobs. I think about
those struggling with childcare concerns far greater
than my own.
Yet, despite the fact that I know that many people
are affected more than I am, I have still gotten
stressed out sometimes. For me, one of the hardest
things has been the open-endedness of the problem.
Our lives were changed, but no one can really answer
the question of "How long will this last?" or "What
does 'new normal' mean?" That is what overwhelms
me. Perhaps at least some of you reading this feel the
same way!
I know what my faith asks of me, but it can be a difficult task: I am not supposed to worry.
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is
not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look
at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? (Matt. 6:25-27)
It is not always easy, but, when I am overwhelmed, I
know that I must remember messages like this one
from Jesus. I need to take life one day at a time,
thank God for blessings of that day, and consider
what it is that I can control that day. Then I need to
leave the rest in God's hands.

Blessings,
Pastor Rebecca
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Statement of Welcome for All People
Community United Methodist Church celebrates that
all persons are created in God's image and are of
sacred worth. We are a community of faith that
welcomes all persons without regard to age, race, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or developmental and
physical ability. Community UMC welcomes the full
inclusion of all people in the life and ministries of our
church. We invite everyone to join us in our faith
journey!

From the Lay Leader
“All God's People in All Places and in All Times,
are Called to Love and to Serve.”
— Ministry of the Laity

NO dropped calls!
When Jesus died on the cross, He was thinking of
you!!”
(from Catherine’s Corner, Atlanta-College Park District
UMW Newsletter)
Sherry Anne Bryant

Bible vs. Cell Phone
“Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our
Bible like we treat our cell phone?
• What if we carried it around in our purses or

pockets?
• What if we flipped through it several times a day?
• What if we turned back to get it if we forgot it?
• What if we used it to receive messages from the
text?
• What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without
it?
• What if we gave it to kids as gifts?
• What if we used it when we traveled?
• What if we used it in case of emergency?
This is something to make you go “Hmmmmm…
where is my Bible?”
Oh, and one more thing…
Unlike our cell phone, we don’t have to worry about
our Bible being disconnected because Jesus already
paid the bill.
Makes you stop and think, “Where are my
priorities?” And….

Church Building
Re-Entry Update
Where has the time gone? On May 18
Governor Baker announced that churches could open with restrictions. The next day I called
Pastor Rebecca to see if I could help her get ready to
open the following week. She directed me to our
Conference's website to look at the guidelines that
were recommended for restarting worship services.
The first suggestion was to set up a Re-entry Team
composed of a cross section of our Church's members to create and then implement the process. Pastor Rebecca asked Dave Getchonis, Chair of the
Board of Trustees, to chair the Team and he accepted. The other members are: George Richardson for
Stewardship and Finance, Rod MacLeod and Gary
Rabideau for the Trustees, Andy Sonderfan for StaffParish Relations, Arnold Goldenbaum for the Administrative Board, Matt Tearle for Worship, Deb
Hastings for Mission Resource, Susan Richardson
(Continued on page 3)
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for Community Caring and Connections, Dave
Shrewsbury for Music, and Sherry Anne Bryant as
Lay Leader. The Team has been meeting every couple of weeks. We have completed a member survey,
created guidelines for an indoor funeral, use of the
office area, and use by the preschools, purchased
necessary re-entry supplies, and helped coordinate
an outdoor picnic lunch for the United Methodist
Women.
We still are wrestling with the question of when to
reopen for Sunday worship. We have contacted other local churches to monitor what they are doing.
The criteria we have set for ourselves is when will

Weekly Scripture Readings

(Revised Common Lectionary)
Sunday, September 6
14th Sunday After Pentecost
Ex 12:1–14
Ps 149:1 or Ps 148 (UMH 861)
Rom 13:8–14
Mt 18:15–20
Sunday, September 13
15th Sunday After Pentecost
Ex 14:19–31
Ex 15:1b –11, 20–21 (UMH 135)
Rom 14:1–12
Mt 18:21–35
Sunday, September 20
16th Sunday After Pentecost
Ex 16:2–15
Ps 105:1–6, 37–45 or Ps 78 (UMH 799)
Phil 1:21–30
Mt 20:1–16
Sunday, September 27
17th Sunday After Pentecost
Ex 17:1–7
Ps 78:1–4, 12–16 (UMH 799)
Phil 2:1–13
Mt 21:23–32

the majority of our people feel "comfortable" returning and that we do not create an exclusionary
situation. We continue to follow the state and local
data and are encouraged that Massachusetts continues to be among the state leaders in dealing with the
pandemic. Everyone's health and safety are our
number one concern.
For now, the team is encouraging small groups who
would like to meet at the church to contact us. We
will work with them to make that happen if possible. We are following the guidelines of the CDC, the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and the United
Methodist Church. The United Methodist Women
are preparing their September meeting outdoors at
the Church with a contingency plan indoors in the
event of inclement weather. At our next Re-entry
Team meeting on August 26 Rebecca will invite
members of the Worship Committee to explore
with us additional interim possibilities for worship.
The committee's outlook is that we not just look at
"getting back to normal" but also how we can move
forward to an even better place. Our thanks to Pastor Rebecca and Pastor Sunmin Cho, pastor of
Open Table of Christ UMC, for all their work in
(Continued on page 4)

INCommunity is published 11 times a year by
Community United Methodist Church
80 Main St, Wayland MA 01778
www.cumcwayland.org
(508) 653-0577
info@cumcwayland.org
Rev. Rebecca Cho ------------- Pastor
Dave Shrewsbury -------------- Music Director
Sherry Anne Bryant ---------- Lay Leader
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maintaining many of our activities virtually and for
the increase of communication. We believe that
with their hard work we will continue to successfully navigate this unique situation.

Arnold Goldenbaum
for the Covid-19 Re-entry Team

Trustees Update
The Trustees continue to address our ongoing list of maintenance requests across
our properties. As we humans have not been in the
buildings as we usually are, mother nature has tried
to take over! We’ve had several visits to address bees
and birds trying to take over our buildings. As of
now we are back in control but will have to keep
looking for where next they may try to make their
nests. A fire inspection was completed at the
Church, we’ve finished up a few updates at the Parsonage, and cleaned gutters, trimmed bushes and
power washed and painted the front porch and repaired the back steps at 17 Damon. Our cleaners
continue with their annual extra cleaning tasks while
we are not in session, such as cleaning interior windows, wiping down all the pews and Sanctuary areas
as well as floor treatments.
We have an open apartment downstairs at 17 Damon Street for rent later this Fall. While we have
made good progress with de-leading and other fixes,
we still have quite a lot left to go. We will update you
on our progress in our CUMC weekly email.
The schools are preparing to reopen in Fall under
the new guidelines which is good news as their rent
is important income to our church. We are working
with them to accommodate any changes needed under current guidelines.
Thanks again for all your help to keep the Church in
the condition you found it, shut off the lights, and
lock the door when you leave. This will ensure that
everyone, members and visitors, finds it welcoming,
safe and inviting.
The Board of Trustees

From the Treasurer
Welcome to the new church year. If
it seems like the old church year to
you, don’t panic because it IS just like the old
church year. The summer has flown by and we have
flown nowhere. Vacations have been close to home,
or in the home, and we are all ready for this pandemic to end whether it be through scientific breakthrough or divine intervention. It is time to get
things back to whatever the new normal is, as long
as it isn’t this.
Now that that is off my chest, we can proceed with
the more serious topic of the church finances. The
remarkable thing about maintaining a building and
retaining a staff is that the expense continues
whether or not we physically meet in the building
on Sunday. Thankfully, you, members and supporters of this congregation, have taken the time and
made the effort to ensure that pledges are kept current. Some of you have also made contributions
above the amount pledged recognizing the uniqueness of the situation this pandemic has put us in.
For all who have done what they can, we are grateful and say “THANK YOU” on behalf of the entire
congregation.
The Community Nursery and Montessori schools
are experiencing the same uncertainty as most public schools. The Trustees are working with both
schools to ensure that they are able to continue
functioning, subject to the restrictions placed on
them by the state. At the same time we have a vacancy in the first-floor apartment at 17 Damon
Street. All of this will have an impact on the
church’s overall revenues. But with the support of
the congregation our future outlook is bright. What
we really need is to be able to get together as a community so we can share the ups and downs of this
most unusual time.
I would like to make one request of all committee,
commission, and team leaders, or anyone else that
has an assigned mailbox. Our mailroom is being
(Continued on page 5)
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overwhelmed with the accumulation that occurs
when we don’t have our normal attendance on Sunday. Although I have tried to ensure that all invoices
are paid in a timely manner, there are some invoices
and expense vouchers which need to be approved
and returned to the Treasurer. If you are unable to
get to the church yourself to clean out your mailbox, ask a member of your committee to do it for
you. If you don’t have a key, someone is there most
mornings, Tuesday through Friday, or just give me a
call, and I will be more than happy to meet you
there to provide access.

Once again, thank you for your diligence and let us
all pray that we will soon be together In Community.

School and Community Nursery School. Neither
school has been in session since mid-March and we
know that they will be paying less this year than our
budgeted amount. The third source is the rents
from 17 Damon Street which contribute to our
General Fund. Our first-floor tenant gave his notice
and moved out in July. The Trustees are working on
getting the vacancy filled as soon as possible, but we
will receive at least two months less rent. We therefore are now projecting a revenue shortfall for the
year and this is a challenge we need to address.
Again what has impressed the Committee is the
generosity of the congregation during this difficult
time, and therefore we are optimistic that we will be
able to navigate these rough waters.
Arnold Goldenbaum

George Richardson
Treasurer

Save the Date!

Committee on
Stewardship & Finance
The Finance Committee has had 2 meetings since
the June church elections. There are 3 changes in the
make-up of the group. Prakash Savarirayan has
agreed to become the new Chairperson and Kelly
Wade and Mike Vemula are new members. Carolyn
Stevens, Annette Porter, Ginger Livingstone, George
Richardson, Steve Daneault, Sherry Anne Bryant,
Nelson Bent, Arnold Goldenbaum, and Pastor Rebecca remain on the Committee. The team would
like to thank Carolyn Stevens and Annette Porter for
their hard work over the last couple of years serving
as co-chairs.
The focus by the Committee has been how to respond to the COVID 19 situation. Our church has 3
main revenue sources. The first is the gifts and
pledges of the congregation. Through 7 months this
income is above projections. A big thank you to all
of you who have continued to give generously and to
those of you who have increased your gifts. The second source is the two schools, Wayland Montessori

Outdoor Worship & Fellowship
Sunday, Sep 20, 4:00PM
We will gather in the Church courtyard for an
informal time of worship and fellowship. A
brief time of worship will include music by
Dave Shrewsbury, a children's message, and an
opportunity to share prayer concerns with one
another. This will be followed by an open time
of fellowship.

Please note that everyone should wear a face
covering, maintain a 6-foot distance from others,
and follow all other safety instructions given on
that day. We ask you to bring your own chair. It
will be very helpful if you can let us know if you
plan on attending!
Please RSVP to Sara by leaving a message on the
church phone at (508) 653-0577 or sending an
email to office@cumcwayland.org.

In case of inclement weather, those registered
will be notified of cancellation.
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Community
Caring & Connections
Do small things with great Love
When 102-year-old Lucille Ellson was interviewed by
the Washington Post about living through a pandemic she said “Being brought up in a faith family, it was
part of me and it built something into me so that I
knew during all of these difficult times that I would
be protected.” As a life-long member of the United
Methodist Church, she says that church is where she
was taught her value system: “Be kind and share, be
helpful and compassionate.” Having lived through
the Great Depression, World War II, and other
tough experiences, she continues to live her life in
faith and not in fear – reaching out, making meals
and baking desserts for folks. “Do what you can in
your own little spot that you’re in,” she suggests.
“Telephoning people, sending them cards, let them
know you’re thinking of them. I think a lot of people
need that.” Wise words indeed!
Some days, though, it’s just hard to break inertia, get
off the couch, and carry on. Back in March, with
great enthusiasm, I was determined to use this time
of shutdown to clean the basement, clean out my
files and put important paperwork together, and

Midweek Prayer Call
We gather by phone each Wednesday morning at
7:30am for a devotional time and prayer. It's a
wonderful way to start your day. The calls last no
more than 15 minutes, ending by 7:45am.
To join the Midweek Prayer Call:
 Dial-in between 7:25am and 7:30am on
Wednesday mornings:
 Number: 1-857-232-0156. At the prompt,
enter 743070
You will be joined to the group. The call begins
promptly at 7:30am and concludes by 7:45am. If
you have questions, please contact the Church
Office.

dump the “trash” on my computer. A lot of these
things are mostly, kinda done, but as time went on
and one day just looked like another my enthusiasm
waned. Then I’d get a phone call or an email from
someone just checking in, and my spirit would be
renewed. Thanks to all the Lucilles out there who
continue doing small things with great love by
reaching out and keeping in touch during these
strange times, even when it is out of your comfort
zone.
Susan Richardson

United Methodist Women
FAITH - HOPE - LOVE IN ACTION

SEPTEMBER MEETING DATE & TIME
CHANGE: Come on Saturday, September 12, at
1pm for our first fall meeting. Jill Rabideau will be
our guest presenter on “Come, Sit, Stay: The Role
of a Therapy Dog”. Since we are expecting to meet
this special canine named Watson, we welcome children to come along, too. Wear your mask and observe the 6-foot social distance guideline. We will
provide the chairs for seating. If it rains, we will
meet in Fellowship Hall observing distancing guidelines. Join us as we enjoy getting together!
FAIR PLANS: Due to the current COVID 19 situation and the guidelines concerning large groups
meeting safely, our Executive Board has discussed
many fair day options and ways to handle the
crowd. We feel that it is highly unlikely that we can
safely put on our annual successful fair. We thank
those of you who have already been working on
items for this year. We are currently working on alternate ideas for raising money to cover our budget
and mission obligations. We hope all of you will
support those efforts this fall, and we look forward
to our “Heart of Christmas” Fair in 2021.
Sherry Anne Bryant
President
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Mission Resource Team
What a year so far! There is still a lot of uncertainty
for the Waltham Soup Kitchen. As of right now we
are dropping off prepared food in Waltham to be
individually packaged and handed out by staff.
The meal prep schedule for September is as follows.
Wed 9/9 5:30pm Food preparation in the
Church Kitchen
Fri 9/11 2:00pm Food to Soup Kitchen
Helpers are needed to prepare the meal, especially
as several of our past volunteers are unavailable.
The kitchen area will be spaced out in work zones
to keep our social distance. Contact Deb Hastings
508-380-3128 to help.
Deb Hastings

Family Promise Update!
Family Promise Metrowest has continued to provide services to families who are homeless or on the
verge of eviction during the COVID-19 crisis. Although we have not been able to volunteer inperson, many people throughout the area have contributed gift cards, money, furniture, masks, and
clothing when requested. Due to the uncertainty of
the times, Shelter rotation will be suspended until at least July 1, 2021. This is a necessary decision
to guard everyone's safety. However, it removes an
important element of the program - the opportunity
for those of us who live comfortably to get to know
families who are homeless. Our direct interactions
with shelter families has provided us ways to connect to the reality and prevalence of homelessness
in our area. Family Promise Metrowest recognizes
this important aspect of the program and has hired
a consultant to help develop a strategic plan for
moving forward. They will be looking at ways to
meet the needs of families while harnessing the energy and investment of local faith communities.
Please continue to keep Family Promise in your
prayers. Let me know if you know of apartments in
the area that might be available for rent, and check
out the Family Promise website periodically for in-

formation about items needed for the families.
Thank you for your support of this important mission.
Grace and Peace,
Jill Rabideau

Stephen Bacher Retires
as Music Director at
First UMC Framingham
From Steve and Micki Bacher to
Dave Shrewsbury,
I would like to let you know that
this Sunday (August 16) will be my
last day at First UMC. I am retiring
and will be moving to the West
Coast before the end of the
year. This was a long planned transition, but it has finally arrived.

I'll always remember the great musical experiences
we had together. It was rewarding working with a
musician of your exceptional talent and skills.
Steve Bacher

Erin J. Buckley

Vaughn T. Buckley

Helen Barber shared these photos of two of her
great-grandchildren who have just graduated from
Natick High School. Vaughn T. Buckley and Erin J.
Buckley are both children of Amy Odell. Congratulations Erin and Vaughn and blessings on your future endeavors!
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CELEBRATIONS

9/1
9/3
9/6
9/6
9/7
9/8
9/9
9/11
9/11
9/12
9/12
9/14

Kenneth Flagg
Paul Connolly
Anne Cook
Kathryn Cook
Jordan McCall
Karina Cho
Phyllis Bent
Bert Place
Sarah Barber
Catherine Waack
Sean Cho
Yvette Lundy

09/02/1961

9/14
9/14
9/15
9/15
9/15
9/20
9/20
9/22
9/24
9/25
9/29
9/30

Joan Pinkul
Caeden LeBlanc
Virginia Hession
Debbie Strafuss
Jesse Tracy
Erin Buckley
Vaughn Buckley
Maisi Sathler Rosa
Susan Richardson
Ethan Sonderfan
Mim Bryan
Andrea DeFlorio

Larry & Betty Nilson

Birthday /Anniversary Listings
We try to include everyone for whom we have a birth
date or anniversary date. If we have the wrong date for
your birthday or you would like to be included, please
notify Sara in the Church Office at (508) 653-0577 or
office@cumcwayland.org.

Special Dates
• Sep 7 - Labor Day
• Sep 11 - Patriot Day
• Sep 15–Oct 15 - Hispanic Heritage
• Sep 22 - First day of autumn

Month
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ADDRESS
SERVICE
REQUEST

Have you visited our website lately?
website: www.cumcwayland.org
Phone: (508) 653-0577

email: office@cumcwayland.org
Fax: (508) 653-0519

Like us on Facebook @cumcwayland

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Sun, 10:00 AM
Worship Service

Wed, 7:30 AM
CALL-IN PRAYER TIME

Go to http://zoom.us/join
Enter meeting ID 767 470 9972

Please join us by dialing 857-232-0156
Enter Code: 743070

Tue, 10:00 AM
BIBLE STUDY

Fri, 7:00 PM
HYMN SING

Please join us by Zoom

Please join us by Zoom

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY thru FRIDAY
8:30 AM to 12:30 PM
Contact the Administrator by email at office@cumcwayland.org
or call the Church telephone number and leave a brief voice message

