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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Community UMC Family,
This summer my kids longed to go to
a water park, and so we did. The top
attraction that they wanted to enjoy
was the wave pool. When we arrived
we went straight into the wave pool
and waited for the waves to begin. We
waited and waited and waited. No waves came. When
we got tired of waiting we moved onto something else.

Weekly Schedule
Sun, 10:00AM - WORSHIP SERVICE
Please join us in person!
Masks are required for everyone.
Or join us on live video on Zoom:
http://zoom.us/join
Zoom Meeting ID: 508 653 0577, Passcode: 0
To join by phone:
Dial (646) 558-8656
Enter the Meeting ID: 508 653 0577
When prompted press #, then # again.

Tue, 10:00AM - BIBLE STUDY
Join on Zoom
http://zoom.us/join
Zoom Meeting ID: 401 941 2212, Passcode: 3
To join by phone:
Dial (408) 638-0968
Enter the Meeting ID: 401 941 2212
Followed by #, then # again
Wed, 7:30AM - CALL-IN PRAYER TIME
Please join us by dialing (857) 232-0156
Enter Code: 743070

Later we went back to the wave pool to try our luck
again. Not only did the waves not begin, but the pool
was evacuated. I couldn’t understand the muffled
voice on the loudspeaker and didn’t have a clue why
we had to leave the pool, nor why there were never
any waves. We enjoyed other parts of the water park,
but it seemed that we weren’t meant to enjoy the wave
pool. Finally, shortly before the park was going to
close, we happened to be walking by the wave pool
when waves were actually going. My kids lost no time
in running into the wave pool to jump in the waves!
My husband commented to me, “I prefer Scarborough.” He was referring to a beach in Rhode Island
we had gone to during our vacation. I agreed. The
waves that God had provided on the natural beach
were much more consistent and fun to play in! Each
wave was unique, of different sizes and strengths, but
one thing was certain: more waves always came if we
waited.
This made me think about how sometimes I try to do
things on my own, by my own strength and wits. Like
the human-made wave pool, sometimes the results
might be good and other times they fall flat. When,
however, I turn to God and allow God to act in my
life, the results can be much better and more powerful.
As I stand in the ocean, I know that another wave will
come, just as I know that God will move in my life.
While I don’t know what that next wave will be like,
(Continued on page 2)
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Statement of Welcome for All People
Community United Methodist Church celebrates
that all persons are created in God's image and are
of sacred worth. We are a community of faith that
welcomes all persons without regard to age, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, or developmental and
physical ability. Community UMC welcomes the full
inclusion of all people in the life and ministries of
our church. We invite everyone to join us in our faith
journey!
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small or large, gentle or strong, I know that God
will be present with me. In my own life, I think I
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like the waves of the sea.
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“For I am the Lord your God,
who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar—
the Lord Almighty is his name.”
-Isaiah 51:15
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Weekly Scripture Readings
(Revised Common Lectionary)
Sunday, September 5
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Prov 22:1–2, 8–9, 22–23
Ps 125 or Ps 124
Jas 2:1–10 [11–13], 14–17
Mk 7:24–37
Sunday, September 12
16th Sunday after Pentecost
Prov 1:20–33
Ps 19
Jas 3:1–12
Mk 8:27–38
Sunday, September 19
17th Sunday after Pentecost
Prov 31:10–31
Ps 1
Jas 3:13–4:3, 7–8a
Mk 9:30–37
Sunday, September 26
18th Sunday after Pentecost
Esth 7:1–6, 9–10; 9:20–22
Ps 124
Jas 5:13–20
Mk 9:38–50

Church Building
Re-Entry Update
Dear Community UMC Family,
The Re-Entry Team reconvened under the leadership of Dave Getchonis. In light of the Delta variant of COVID-19, and its rapid transmission, we
have decided to take a couple of steps to reduce the
risk of transmission at our church. We are particularly concerned with protecting the unvaccinated
children among us, as well as others in high-risk categories. Below are the decisions that were made at
the August 18 meeting:
• Beginning on Sunday, August 29, we will ask eve-

ryone to wear masks when they come to church.
• We also ask people who are coming to the church
building throughout the week to begin wearing
masks inside.
• We ask everyone to again be mindful of maintaining physical distance with others, as we know that
this helps reduce the chance of transmission.
• For the time being, we will return to a brief fellowship time after church, without food or drink.
(Continued on page 4)

From the Lay Leader
“All God's People in All Places and in All Times,
are Called to Love and to Serve.”
— Ministry of the Laity
As our summer season is waning, many of us have
had time to try to bring our lives into a more normal pattern with a chance to relax, vacation, visit
family and friends, garden, etc. Hopefully you have
recharged your “batteries” and also feel comfortable
enough to join in our Fall schedule of worship,
groups, meetings— in person or on zoom—the
things we offer here to help you strengthen your
faith. Hope to see you in person!

Sherry Anne Bryant

Do small things with great Love.
Community Prayer Letters are once again available. If you would like a Prayer Letter sent to someone, please let Susan Richardson know the name/s
and address of those you want it sent to. The letter
will be prepared for EVERYONE to sign so that
we can let those who need God’s blessings know
that Community cares for them.
“Thinking of You” postcards are also available to
send to someone you’ve missed seeing in church, as
well as blank all-occasion notecards. These are
available on the table outside the Church Office for
easy access for those who might like to use them.
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• At this time, we are not setting a date for
the choir to resume rehearsals. We will let you
know when that changes.
• We will continue to do congregational singing in

the worship services, with masks on.
Thank you so much to all of you who have been so
flexible and compliant as we continue to navigate
the ever-changing recommendations of this pandemic. We will continue to keep you posted on further changes.
Blessings,
Pastor Rebecca

Celebrate the Music
of Dave Shrewsbury
Can you imagine our worship services without David at the piano and organ? What about our amazing choir or the imaginative special music? Our worship service is truly both a gift from and to God
made even more special because we have been given the gift of Dave for the last twenty years.
We will honor David Shrewsbury during worship
on October 3rd with a special coffee hour/
reception following. We know Dave would
love to see you there, so bring your voices
and your memories to church and give
thanks for Dave.

Christian Education
Welcome to the Family!
On Sunday, July 11, it was our joy to welcome two
new members to our congregation, Rodrigo and
Maisi Sathler Rosa. You will see them pictured here,
along with our Lay Leader Sherry Anne Bryant and
their sponsors, Gary and Jill Rabideau. Rodrigo and
Maisi join us from the Brazilian Methodist Church
where they were active members. As it says in the
special song of welcome sung by the choir,
"Welcome to the family of love!
We're so glad you have come!"

“Christianity is concerned with celebrations, celebrations of everything. Celebration of every moment,
whatever that moment is like. The more we learn to
celebrate the more we will show our children of
God. We cannot provide answers to their questions;
their own experiences will do that. We can only provide the bricks for them to build the house in which
to grow.
“The children of our [church] community belong to
all of us. We are responsible for them together. They
will be there as we worship and will ask, ‘Why, Why,
Why?’ The way we accept them and smile at them
will provide part of the answer. What we do to our
children we do to Christ. (“What Can I Tell My
Child about God?” Andrea Martineau)”
On Sunday, September 12, we are having a celebration: Back to Sunday School! We will begin our fall
session with the general theme of Celebrate Wonder,
balloons, and a treat for the Sunday School children.
We encourage parents and guardians to register their
children for Sunday School no later than Labor Day
weekend so we can plan for the 12th. Go to the
Home page of the church’s website at cumcwayland.org and click on the link. Or use the link in the
(Continued on page 5)
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“This Week:” weekly email newsletter. Paper registration forms also are available in the Church Office.

Thank you to those who are teachers this fall and to
those who are volunteering as class helpers. We
could use more helpers! If you would like to join the
rotating Helper Team, contact Sherry Anne Bryant,
Interim Chairperson.

lock the door when you leave. This will ensure that
everyone, members and visitors, finds it welcoming,
safe and inviting.
Dave Getchonis
The Board of Trustees

Save the Date

Trustees Update

Sunday, September 26 will be our annual Blessing of
the Animals service. Put the date on your calendar
and watch the “This Week” weekly email for more
details.

The Trustees continue to address our ongoing list of maintenance requests across our
properties. Here are a few highlights.

Bishop's Day

We continue to keep up with our regular summer
maintenance tasks. We took on a few large projects
to improve the overall inside church appearance.
We are very pleased with our newly refinished wood
floors in the Fellowship Hall, adjacent rooms and
hallways. Now that we have a new roof and because of the many cracks and some water damage,
we had the Sanctuary walls, stairways and some trim
painted! Lastly, we had the other hot water heater
replaced at our 17 Damon Street property. So now
both apartments have new hot water heaters.
The Trustees have decided to make September our
annual ‘Safety Month’ as it actually is the same for
the State of Massachusetts. So we will focus on topics specific to our church each September. We have
had a new AED (automated external defibrillator)
unit donated to the church. So to kick off our first
Safety Month we are planning a CPR/AED training. As you saw in our weekly newsletter we have
room for ten volunteers for this training. Once we
gather those names we’ll determine a date that
works for all. In addition, we are planning an emergency response training with the guidance of our inhouse expert Doug Leard. Stay tuned for more details.
Thanks again for all your help to keep the Church in
the condition you found it, shut off the lights, and

In 2021, Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar will resume
his annual practice of visiting each district in the
New England Conference. These visits are an opportunity for clergy and laity to engage in dialogue
with the bishop.
Commonwealth East District
Bishop's Day
Date: Thursday, September 16, 2021
Time: 7:00-8:30PM
Location: Aldersgate UMC
235 Park St., North Reading, MA 01864
There will also be an option to join online. Please
check the neumc.org website for details.

Mid-Week Bible Study
The mid-week Bible Study is now both in person at
the Church and Zoom. Join us every other Tuesday
evening at 7 pm to study the book of John. Our
next meeting is Sep 14. All are welcome!!
Every other Tuesday at 7 pm
In person at Church Library
Or
Online at Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 490 328 0056
Passcode: 0
Phone in: 1-929-205-6099
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Committee on
Stewardship & Finance
The Stewardship and Finance Committee
would like to thank our church members for continued and prayerful support. We trust you are doing
well, and God is blessing you and your loved ones
with continued wellbeing during this challenging period.
Without a doubt, we are truly living in unprecedented times. Every day seems to be different from the
day before. We seem to be going through an endless
challenge for ourselves, nation and world. Also, we
know families have experienced difficulties as every
part of life seems to have been disrupted. Parents
have been involved in homeschooling while children
have adjusted to different ways of doing school,
sports, and so much more. Jobs have been impacted, social interactions have changed, and the list
goes on.

But our Lord Jesus has never left our side. He has
and will always be in our midst. Matthew 28:20 says,
“And surely I am with you always, to the very end
of the age.” We do not need to be tacit about it! He
has done so much for us, and while we could never
repay Him, we do offer our time and resources to
be used for His glory. What a wonderful blessing it

CALL-IN PRAYER TIME
We gather by phone each Wednesday morning at
7:30am for a devotional time and prayer. It's a
wonderful way to start your day. The calls last no
more than 15 minutes, ending by 7:45am.
To join the Midweek Prayer Call:
 Dial-in between 7:25am and 7:30am on
Wednesday mornings:
 Number: 1-857-232-0156. At the prompt,
enter 743070
You will be joined to the group. The call begins
promptly at 7:30am and concludes by 7:45am. If
you have questions, please contact the Church
Office.

is to know that our Redeemer is eternally present
and lovingly accepts our offerings and sacrifices!
We are writing to request that you continue thinking
about the way you give both financially and in other
forms of stewardship, as a household or an individual. As a parish may we also encourage one another
in this act of giving. On behalf of the Committee, I
am prayerfully thankful for all that you give in so
many ways. Let us continue to support one another
as partners in God’s mission.
Prakash Savarirayan
Stewardship and Finance Committee

From the Treasurer
Welcome back one and all from
wherever the summer has taken you.
We begin a new church season with
optimism and the hope that what has been a very
trying year is in the rearview mirror. We have endured what we believe is the worst of Covid-19 and
look forward to a new year where we can return to a
more familiar routine.
When we think about the past 18 months, we immediately see things that have inconvenienced, interrupted, and upset our normal routines. But upon
further examination we can see that this time has
also resulted in our responding in a manner that has
generated growth and change which will benefit all
of us moving forward.
We are now a much more technically capable
church than we were. The ability to share services
online and through YouTube will be a lasting benefit. Equally important, however, is the ability to conduct meetings of commissions, boards, and teams
using online capabilities and making it easier for
some to participate in the life of the church. This
has already demonstrated the ability to broaden our
community and include some who were unavailable
previously.
(Continued on page 7)
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On a topic more pertinent to the interests of the
Treasurer; we have demonstrated a strong financial
commitment to the church over the past year and a
half. Even though our “in-person” attendance is
down, our weekly deposits have been strong. Our
position through July is as good as any of our more
recent years and we look forward to a strong finish.
Thank you to all who have remembered Community and continue to ensure that we can continue to
deliver in all areas where we have commitments.

George Richardson
Treasurer

youth.” (Knitted Together for God’s Good Work
Program Book)
This month is the beginning of our fall season.
Since we continue somewhat in limbo due to
COVID, we are changing our September meeting
from Wednesday the 15th to Saturday the 18th, in
Annette Porter’s backyard at 20 Kelsey Rd., Natick.
Let’s gather for a potluck picnic lunch at 12:30 pm.!
Bring your lawn chair.
Sherry Anne Bryant,
President

Mission Resource Team
Opportunities to Serve
•

Sep 9, Thursday, 3:30pm: Waltham Soup Kitchen
preparation in the Kitchen. If you would like to
volunteer for this important ministry please call
Debbie Hastings at 508-380-3128

•

Sep 10, Wednesday at 2:00pm: Food delivery to
Waltham. They are still doing the grab and go
meals. It is uncertain when they will be allowed to
return to inside seating.

•

Next Mission Resource Team meeting will be on
Sunday, September 26 at 11:30am.

Deb Hastings
Team Leader

United Methodist Women
FAITH - HOPE - LOVE IN ACTION

“Knitted together by God’s love and grace,
United Methodist Women is a community of
faithful, committed women. Today, we envision the
possible. How is God calling us to love our neighbors? How are each of us called to knit our talents,
skills and resources together to bring about a brighter tomorrow? … May God provide new insights,
abundant energy and increasing confidence that we
are called to be in mission for women, children and

It's official! The Family Promise Day Center in Natick has been approved as a residential facility and
will house 3 families at a time once renovations are
completed (most likely in Spring, 2022). Until that
time, FPM will continue to provide shelter for 3 or
4 families at a time in hotels.
In other news... The SAIL program, which is a transitional program for families moving out of shelter
but living in a house on Bacon Street in Natick supported by FPM, has led to many positive life changes. Sarah passed all her courses with As, Nicole and
Julia became US Citizens and Cynnae started a new
job! The LIFE program, supporting families on the
verge of homelessness served 17 families recently
enabling parents to work, start businesses, obtain
quality child care and live in safe environments.
Family Promise Week, October 23 - 31, is a time to
grow awareness of homelessness and to further explore solutions. More information to come.
If you are listed as a volunteer for family promise,
you may be receiving weekly emails on Fridays.
Open these emails to read inspiring stories about
our families and to appreciate the good work FPM
is doing with our support.
Peace and Gratitude,
Jill Rabideau
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Youth Mission Week
From July 5-9, four youth from Community UMC and Sudbury UMC gathered together for "Youth Mission
Week." During the week, the kids and adult volunteers provided service to the community such as: bringing
lunch to some firefighters, making and delivering food to several church members, making and delivering
cards to the Royal Nursing Home, and laying flowers on some of the graves of church members. They also
had a lot of fun doing activities like: playing ping pong, hiking, and going on a trip to the Wayland Town
Beach. Each day began and ended with devotions, discussions and sung prayers. Thank you so much to everyone who participated and helped in any way to make this possible!
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Concerns
It is with great sorrow that we
announce the loss of Jennie
Hayes who passed the night of
August 1. Please keep the Hayes
family and friends in your prayers.

Celebrations!

Birthdays
9/1
9/3
9/6
9/6
9/7
9/7
9/8
9/11
9/12
9/14
9/14
9/14

Kenneth Flagg
9/14
Paul Connolly
9/15
Anne Cook
9/15
Kathryn Cook
9/15
Jordan McCall
9/20
Kelley Shaw-Wade 9/20
Karina Cho
9/21
Sarah Barber
9/22
Sean Cho
9/24
Yvette Lundy
9/24
Joan Pinkul
9/25
Caeden LeBlanc 9/30

Paige Connolly
Virginia Hession
Debbie Strafuss
Jessie Tracy
Erin Buckley
Vaughn Buckley
Kenzie Shrewsbury
Maisi Sathler Rosa
Susan Richardson
Helen Richardson
Ethan Sonderfan
Andrea DeFlorio

Anniversaries
9/2/1961

Larry & Betty Nilson

Birthday /Anniversary Listings
We try to include everyone for whom we have a birth
date or anniversary date. If we have the wrong date for
your birthday or you would like to be included, please
notify Sara in the Church Office at (508) 653-0577 or
office@cumcwayland.org.

Keep some room in your heart for the unimaginable.
—Mary Oliver
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21
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10:00 AM- Worship Service; In- 1:30 PM- Create & Relate person Masked & on Zoom
Library
Blessing of the Animals
11:30 AM– Outreach Team
Meeting—Library

10:00 AM- Tuesday Bible
Study - Zoom
7:00 PM- Mid-Week Bible
Study - Library/Zoom

28

26

27

10:00 AM- Tuesday Bible
Study - Zoom

10:00 AM- Worship Service; In- 1:30 PM- Create & Relate person Masked & on Zoom
Library
11:30 AM- Stewardship & Finance - Zoom

20

14
10:00 AM- Tuesday Bible
Study - in Providence
7:00 PM- Mid-Week Bible
Study - Library/Zoom

7

12
13
10:00 AM- Worship Service; In- 1:30 PM- Create & Relate person Masked & on Zoom
Library
Back to Sunday School!

Labor Day - Office Closed

Tuesday

10:00 AM- Tuesday Bible
Study - Zoom

6

Monday

9

2

Thursday

7:30 AM- Call-In Prayer Time
- Call In

29

7:30 AM- Call-In Prayer Time
- Call In

22

30

23

16
INCommunity Due
7:30 AM- Call-In Prayer Time 7:00 PM– Bishop’s Day—N
- Call In
Reading

15

7:30 AM- Call-In Prayer Time
- Call In

8

7:30 AM- Call-In Prayer Time
- Call In

1

Wednesday

80 Main Street, Wayland, MA 01778-4807
Phone: (508) 653-0577 Email: office@cumcwayland.org

10:00 AM- Worship Service; In- 1:30 PM- Create & Relate person Masked & on Zoom
Library
1:00 PM- CSI - Sanctuary, Hall 7:00 PM- Trustees - Zoom

5

Sunday
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7:00 PM- AA - Hall

24

7:00 PM- AA - Hall

17

7:00 PM- AA - Hall

10

7:00 PM- AA - Hall

3

Friday

25

18
12:30 PM– UMW Picnic Annette Porter's

11

12:00 PM- UMW Executive
Board

4

Saturday
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ADDRESS
SERVICE
REQUEST

Have you visited our website lately?
website: www.cumcwayland.org
Phone: (508) 653-0577

email: office@cumcwayland.org
Fax: (508) 653-0519

Like us on Facebook @cumcwayland

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Sun, 10:00 AM

WORSHIP SERVICE
Join us in person.
Masks are required for everyone.
Or on Zoom: Meeting ID 508 653 0577
Passcode 0

Wed, 7:30 AM

CALL-IN PRAYER TIME
Please join us by dialing (857) 232-0156
Enter Code: 743070

Tue, 10:00 AM

BIBLE STUDY
Zoom: Meeting ID: 401 941 2212, Passcode 3

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY thru FRIDAY
8:30 AM to 12:30 PM

