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From the Pastor’s Desk 
As we enter into the season of Advent 

and Christmas, we may be keenly aware 

of how different things seem this year. 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, 

there have been lists of things that we 

cannot do. There has been a lot of loss, fear, and 

disappointment. These challenging times can put 

strain on relationships, as well as cause or exacerbate 

feelings of loneliness and isolation. Yet, even in times 

of darkness, or perhaps especially in those times, it is 

our faith which can give us hope. Listen to these 

words from the prophet Isaiah: 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 

See, darkness covers the earth 

and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

but the Lord rises upon you 

and his glory appears over you. 

Nations will come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your dawn." 

 Isaiah 60:1-3) 

Each year, as we celebrate the season of Advent, we 

are reminded of the hope that we have in Jesus. As 

we approach Christmas, the scripture lessons read in 

church each Sunday draw us close to the story of 

Jesus' birth. And then, on Christmas, we celebrate 
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Weekly Schedule 
Sun, 10:00AM- WORSHIP SERVICE 

In-person Worship 
You must make a reservation by contacting Sara in the 

Church Office at office@cumcwayland.org 
or 508-653-0577. 

Please make reservations the Monday 
before the service you want to attend.  

For live video & audio: 
Go to  http://zoom.us/join 

Meeting ID 508 653 0577, Passcode: 0 

To join by phone: 
Dial (646) 558-8656 

Enter Code 508 653 0577 
When prompted press #, then # again 

Tue, 10:00AM - BIBLE STUDY 
Please join us by Zoom 

Meeting ID: 401 941 2212, Passcode 3 
To join by phone dial (408) 638-0968 

Enter code 401 941 2212 

Wed, 7:30AM - CALL-IN PRAYER TIME 
Please join us by dialing (857) 232-0156 

Enter Code: 743070 

mailto:office@cumcwayland.org
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INCommunity is published 11 times a year by 

Community United Methodist Church 
80 Main St, Wayland MA 01778 
www.cumcwayland.org 
(508) 653-0577 
info@cumcwayland.org 

Rev. Rebecca Cho -------------- Pastor 
Dave Shrewsbury -------------- Music Director 
Sherry Anne Bryant ---------- Lay Leader 
Sara Herwig -------------------- Editor/Administrator 

Submissions for consideration should be in digital format. Ar-
ticles should be no more than 300 words. Pictures and graphics 
should be in high resolution JPEG, PNG or TIFF format. 
All submissions to be sent to office@cumcwayland.org. 

Deadline for the January 2021 Issue is 
Tuesday, December 15! 

Some material adapted from www.newsletternewsletter.com 

Statement of  Welcome for All People 

Community United Methodist Church celebrates that 

all persons are created in God's image and are of  

sacred worth. We are a community of  faith that 

welcomes all persons without regard to age, race, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, or developmental and 

physical ability. Community UMC welcomes the full 

inclusion of  all people in the life and ministries of  our 

church. We invite everyone to join us in our faith 

journey! 

the birth of the Christ child. We celebrate that, for 

us, the birth of Jesus means nothing less than the 

Incarnation. God chose to come to Earth, putting 

on human flesh, and living as one of us. Christmas, 

just like Easter, reminds us of God's amazing love 

for us, and God's constant presence with us. 

The worship services leading up to Christmas will 

be different from years past, but we are working on 

making them special nonetheless. We will not have 

a Christmas Pageant or a Cantata this year. 

However, as you attend the services, either in-

person or online, you can expect to be drawn into 

the spirit of this special season. Here is what to 

expect for the December worship services: 

Sunday, December 6 - The candles of the Advent 

wreath will be lit each Sunday of Advent by a 

different individual or family. This second Sunday 

of Advent has the theme of Peace and the Scripture 

lesson will be Mark 1:1-8 where John the Baptist 

prepares the way for the coming of Jesus. In my 

sermon, I will reflect on the hymn “It Came upon 

the Midnight Clear” written in Wayland by 

Unitarian pastor Edmund Sears in 1849. We will 

celebrate Holy Communion, and if you are joining 

(Continued from page 1) 

from home, you are invited to prepare your own 

bread or crackers and grape juice or water. 

Sunday, December 13 - This third Sunday of 

Advent carries the theme of joy. We will consider 

the Good News that Jesus brings as we also 

celebrate Children's Sabbath, a Sunday to focus on 

an issue important to the children of our world. 

Although we won't have a Christmas Pageant, we 

will enjoy seeing some photos from previous 

pageants in a slideshow. 

Sunday, December 20 - The theme of the final 

Sunday in Advent is love. We will enjoy some 

videos of Christmas memories that Dave had put 

together for the 2017 Cantata, listen to a piece from 

a previous Cantata, featuring Kim LeBlanc as a 

soloist, and more. This will be a wonderful service 

to prepare us for Christmas! 

Christmas Eve - We plan on having an in-person 

and online hybrid service as we have been doing on 

Sundays. This will be a candlelight service at 

7:00pm, with scripture lessons and beautiful music. 

One COVID-friendly adaptation we will make is to 

use battery-operated candles (to prevent us from 

having to get close to light them and removing 

masks to blow them out). We hope to make it a 

meaningful service whether you attend in-person or 

online. Reservations for the Christmas Eve service are 

already being taken. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Among the many clippings I have saved, I found 
this “Ten Commandments for Christmas” again and 
share it with you for this Christmas season. 

I. Thou shalt not leave Christ out of Christmas, 
making it “Xmas”, for this is the sign that thou 
are lazy minded, and spiritually listless. To 
most minds “X” stands not for Christ but for 
the algebraic unknown. 

II. Thou shalt not value thy gifts by their cost, for 
verily many shall signify love that is more 
blessed and beautiful than silver and gold. 

III. Thou shalt give thyself with thy gifts. Thy love, 
thy personality, and thy service shall increase 
the value of thy gift a hundred fold, and he/
she that receiveth it shall treasure it forever. 

IV. Thou shalt not let Santa Claus take the place 
of Christ. In many homes, Santa Claus 
supersedes the Christ Child, and Christmas 
becomes a fairy tale rather than a sublime 

“All God's People in All Places and in All Times, 
are Called to Love and to Serve.” 

— Ministry of the Laity 

From the Lay Leader 

Support UMW mission work! 

Pecans, Walnuts, etc. 

Chocolate Covered Nuts & Fruits 

& Snacks 

Place your orders anytime 

through our new UMW Webstore: 

community-um-women.terrilynn.com 

reality in the spiritual realm. 

V. Thou shalt not burden thy servant. The shop 
girl, the mail carrier, and the merchant shall 
have thy consideration. 

VI. Thou shalt not neglect thy church. Its 
Christmas services are planned to help 
spiritualize the Christmas season for thee, thy 
child, and thy household. The church 
represents Christ, the only true defense against 
rising evils. 

VII. Thou shalt not neglect the needy. Let thy 
bountiful blessings be shared with the many 
who will go hungry and shiver with cold unless 
thou art generous in their time of want. 

VIII. Thou shalt be as a little child. Christmas is the 
day of the Christ Child. Not until thou hast 
become in spirit even as a little child art thou 
ready to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

IX. Thou shalt prepare thy soul for Christmas. For 
verily, most of us spend much time and money 
getting gifts ready, but few seconds in 
preparing our souls. 

X. Thou shalt give thy heart to Christ. Let thy 
Christmas list have Christ at the top and thy 
heart as the gift for in so doing thou art as the 
wise men of old, and verily thou shalt find 
thyself born again on Christmas Day. 

(Selected from Dec. ‘74 “SHARING”.) 

Sherry Anne Bryant 

Sunday, December 27 - On the Sunday after 

Christmas, when I will be on vacation with my 

family, Winnie Windsor will be preaching and 

Nelson Bent will be our Worship Leader. 

I pray for blessings on you and your family during 

the month of December and beyond. “May the God 

of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of 

the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rebecca 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Weekly Scripture Readings 
(Revised Common Lectionary) 

Sunday, December 6 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Isa 40:1–11 
Ps 85:1–2, 8–13 (UMH 806) 
2 Pet 3:8–15a 
Mk 1:1–8 

Sunday, December 13 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Isa 61:1–4, 8–11 
Ps 126 (UMH 847) 
1 Thess 5:16–24 
Jn 1:6–8, 19–28 

Sunday, December 20 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

2 Sam 7:1–11, 16 
Lk 1:47–55 (UMH 199) 
Rom 16:25–27 
Lk 1:26–38 

Thursday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

Isa 9:2–7 
Ps 96 (UMH 815) 
Titus 2:11 –14 
Lk 2:1–20 

Sunday, December 27 
First Sunday after Christmas 

Isa 61:10–62:3 
Ps 148 (UMH 861) 
Gal 4:4–7 
Lk 2:22–40 

Committee on 
Stewardship & Finance 

During the past few months, the Finance 
Committee continued to meet to review the 
Financial needs and status of the church. If you 
have not yet submitted your 2021 pledge for the 
coming year, please either mail it in or drop it in the 
collection plate on Sunday mornings. Thank you to 
those who have already submitted theirs as the 

Poinsettia Orders 
In this issue of the INCommunity, on page 9, you will 

find the form to fill out for your Christmas Poinset-

tias to honor loved ones or in memory of loved ones 

or friends. These flowers will decorate the Church 

and the altar on December 20 and on Christmas 

Eve. The Poinsettias will be available for you to take 

home after the Christmas Eve service. The cost will 

be $7.00 per plant.  

Please give this form to Shirley Lowe or Susan Rich-

ardson at church or mail with your check to the 

Church Office. The deadline for receiving orders is 

December 9th. We will not be able to accept any 

orders after that date.  

Shirley Lowe 

income budget information is used when we discuss 
the 2021 budget. 

Speaking of the budget, it will be presented at the 
next Administrative Board meeting to be voted on 
by the Church members. 

The last item in this article is a word of thanks. We 
are grateful to the people who are keeping up with 
their weekly or monthly pledge during this time. It 
helps us to pay our bills on time, keeping the cycle 
ongoing down to those businesses who rely on our 
payment to keep their workers employed. It's the 
chain where everyone gets impacted when a link 
gets broken, so we appreciate your help in keeping 
this chain strong. We also wanted to thank the 
Church Officers and other volunteers for keeping 
the Financial Records of the Church up to date. 
Thank you to all!  

Ginger Livingstone 
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The Trustees continue to address our 

ongoing list of maintenance requests across our 

properties. We had the heating fixed in our West 

Wing with a significant upgrade of new values that 

will serve us for many years to come. We installed a 

new bulletin board in Fellowship Hall to provide 

another area to share information with you all. Also 

we’ve installed a new cabinet outside the kitchen 

where we will be moving cleaning supplies as we 

continue to plan for more kitchen upgrades. Our 

organ expert fixed some issues we’ve had in the 

first few services. Lastly, we’d like to thank David 

Shrewsbury for helping us choose and now 

successfully implement our new camera with some 

donated technology to provide a professional live 

streaming experience of our in-person worship 

services for those who choose to continue to join 

us via Zoom from all over the US! 

Thanks again for all your help to keep the Church 

in the condition you found it, shut off the lights, 

and lock the doors when you leave. This will ensure 

that everyone, members and visitors, finds it 

welcoming, safe and inviting.  

Dave Getchonis 

The Board of Trustees 

We now say goodbye to the year 2020 

and I am sure many of us will also be saying good 

riddance. This past year has been difficult for many, 

and upsetting to most, given the adjustments we 

have all had to make. The impact of an unknown 

and unseen illness has certainly modified the actions 

of us all for most of the past year and there is 

nothing to compare it with in our lifetimes. Yet 

there are always positive results even from the most 

painful of circumstances. 

This congregation has shown itself to be dedicated 

and resilient in its desire to continue to spread the 

word of our Savior. We have continued to maintain 

staff, buildings, and lines of communication. Our 

commitment to the financial health of this church 

has continued to be strong in spite of the challenges 

that members have faced individually. We have 

expanded our reach by offering services on Zoom 

initially and now by live streaming the service. This 

capability will continue long after the virus has 

passed and just confirms that even from the worst 

of times, some good things result. 

However, one area of concern from my perspective 

is our tendency to rely too heavily on things not 

changing. There are many things that are and have 

been done for many years by the same people. We 

have come to accept the fact that they will always be 

done and there is no need for concern, but if we 

were to experience an outbreak of the virus, or 

some other illness, who would know what needs to 

be done? I am specifically concerned about the 

church finances. Although I am confident that I can 

do what is needed presently, I do have concerns for 

the uncertainty of the future. Is someone else 

willing to get involved? 

George Richardson 

Treasurer  

From the Treasurer Trustees Update 



 

  Page 6 

 

Community 
Caring & Connections 

Do small things with great Love 

This is the season when we think about giving not 
only our financial support but also our time and tal-
ents to the church          and beyond. Our vital 
church extends its caring generosity beyond its walls 
in our mission of giving, both locally and globally. 

One of the best things that we can give, however, is 
of ourselves. CUMC is a family who cares for one 
another. We care by thanking others for the blessings 
they bring us and by showing our concern and sup-
port for each other through difficult times. 

If we learned anything during the last nine months, it 
is that we can appreciate how precious the gifts of 
good health, friendship, and the everyday things we 
take for granted are, especially during these strange 
times. 

I feel grateful, thankful, and blessed to be part of this 
church community. 

Merry Christmas CUMC, 
 
Susan Richardson 

Mission Resource Team 

Opportunities to Serve 

Sat, Dec 12 at 3:30pm in the Kitchen—Soup Kitch-

en preparation. 

For Holiday gift giving please donate gift cards or a 

check with notation for Holiday Gift Giving. Please 

have them at Church by Sunday, December 13. 

You can put them in the offering plates or give 

them to Deb Hastings, Pastor Rebecca, put them in 

the Church Office mailbox, or the Treasurer’s mail-

box. Thank you for your donations. They will help 

others have a happy holiday season. 

We also will be collecting socks, mittens, gloves, 

hats and scarves for local area residents. Please 

make your donation from Sun, Nov 29 to Sun, Jan 

3. The Warming Tree will be at the back of the 

Sanctuary and a basket will be in Fellowship Hall. 

You can contact Deb Hastings to arrange to have 

items picked up at your home if needed. 

Deb Hastings 

Midweek Prayer Call 

We gather by phone each Wednesday morning at 
7:30am for a devotional time and prayer. It's a 
wonderful way to start your day. The calls last no 
more than 15 minutes, ending by 7:45am. 

To join the Midweek Prayer Call: 

 Dial-in between 7:25am and 7:30am on 
Wednesday mornings:   

 Number:  1-857-232-0156.  At the prompt, 
enter 743070 

You will be joined to the group. The call begins 
promptly at 7:30am and concludes by 7:45am. If 
you have questions, please contact the Church 
Office. 
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Do small things with great Love. 
Prayer Letters will resume once we are all together 

again for in-person worship where we can sign 

them. However, Thinking of You post cards are 

available now on the table outside the Church Of-

fice for easy access for those who might like to use 

them.  

All women are invited to join us for our  

        “Christmas Gifts” program on Sunday after-

noon, December 13, at 2:00 pm in the CUMC Fel-

lowship Hall. Due to restrictions of COVID 19, we 

have changed our program focus from our Thurs-

day Elm Bank trip to our own imaginations. Come 

see what we have planned! We will also distribute 

special money gifts to mission, vote on our officers 

and 2021 budget. 

Wear your holiday garb, your mask, and come enjoy 

the afternoon with friends. See you then! 

Remember, you can order more Terri Lynn nuts, 

chocolate treats, and snacks, by visiting our UMW 

web store: community-um-women.terrilynn.com 

Ginger Livingstone 

United Methodist Women 
FAITH - HOPE - LOVE IN ACTION 

As I write this month, I am receiving action alerts 

from the National Alliance to End Homelessness 

and the Massachusetts Coalition for the Homeless 

regarding the sharp rise in unsheltered homelessness 

and the key amendments currently in debate nation-

ally and in Massachusetts. These amendments are 

designed to promote housing stability during the 

COVID-19 emergency and recovery, improve ac-

cess to emergency assistance and more. Although it 

 

is easy to feel overwhelmed by the needs, I find that 

I am grateful - grateful that Family Promise gives 

me as a Christian in an active faith community a way 

to help folks in our community. 

Several families have moved out of the hotel recent-

ly and into apartments allowing space for new fami-

lies in need. Jackie, who recently moved into her 

own apartment wrote:  

“I will forever be grateful for the opportunities that 

Family Promise has given me, from finding a school 

opportunity to a safe affordable apartment for my 

family. Thank you to the donors and the community 

support for your part in what you do to keep Family 

Promise making an impact on families’ lives.” 

Please visit the Family Promise website at fami-

lypromisemetrowest.org/ periodically to see how 

you might be able to help. You can donate online at 

familypromisemetrowest.org/donate/ or mail a 

check to Family Promise Metrowest, 6 Mulligan 

Street, Natick, MA 01760. There is a running list on 

the website of items needed if you'd like to donate 

items. Thank you all for keeping these families and 

all who face homelessness in your prayers. 

In Service, 

Jill Rabideau  
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Birthday /Anniversary Listings 
We try to include everyone for whom we have a 
birth date or anniversary date. If we have the wrong 
date for your birthday or you would like to be 
included, please notify Sara in the Church Office at 
(508) 653-0577 or office@cumcwayland.org. 

CELEBRATIONS 

• Second Sunday of  Advent, Dec 6 

• Third Sunday of  Advent, Dec 13 

• Fourth Sunday of  Advent, Dec 20 

• First day of  winter, Dec 21 

• Christmas Eve, Dec 24 

• Christmas Day, Dec 25 

• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, Dec 31 

Special Dates 

12/1 Chit Abriam 

12/1 Matt Brennan 

12/6 Clyde Kelton 

12/7 Judi Poe 

12/8 Dylan Braley 

12/12 Noah Chin 

12/12 Abigail Vemula 

12/18 Alice Macumber 

12/18 Scotty Fay 

12/18 Bette Place 

12/22 Marcia MacLeod 

12/26 Tom Kasongo 
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ADDRESS 

SERVICE 

REQUEST 

MONDAY thru FRIDAY 

8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Have you visited our website lately?  

website:  www.cumcwayland.org    email:  office@cumcwayland.org 

Phone:  (508) 653-0577                   Fax:  (508) 653-0519 

Like us on Facebook  @cumcwayland 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sun, 10:00 AM 

Worship Service 
In-person by reservation 

On Zoom: Meeting ID 508 653 0577, 

Passcode 0 

Wed, 7:30 AM 

CALL-IN PRAYER TIME 

Please join us by dialing (857) 232-0156 

Enter Code: 743070 

Tue, 10:00 AM 

BIBLE STUDY 

Zoom: Meeting ID: 401 941 2212, Passcode 3 
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