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2023 Church Conference Agenda 

1. Authorization of virtual meeting  

2. Election of Secretary 

3. Recording of attendance 

4. Approval of Minutes of 2022 Church Conference(s) 

5. Presentation of 2022 Trustees Report, Accessibility Audit, Energy Action 
Checklist, Safe Sanctuaries Policy Update 

a. Has the congregation received any bequests from a will? Bequests from wills that 
have been received since the last Church Conference must be accepted by vote. 

b. Has the congregation used any capital/principle from investments/endowments for 
operating expenses this year? If so, for what purposes and how much? 

c. Has the congregation spent any funds realized from the sale of a parsonage? If so, 
for what purpose and how much? Was this done with permission from the DS? 

6. Motion of Pastoral Compensation Report 

7. Presentation of 2022 Fund Balance Report/Audit and Finance Committee Report  

8. Motion of Lay Leadership / Nominations 

9. Presentation of Lay Servants / Lay Speakers / Certified Lay Ministers Reports 

10. Examination, recommendation, and/or reaffirmation of Candidates for Ministry  

a. Examination and ballot vote for any new candidate for ministry 

b. Examination and recommendation of candidates for church related vocations 

c. Reaffirmation of candidates for ministry 

11. Presentation of Clergy Narrative Reports (Receive reports.) 

a. Retired Pastor Narrative Report(s) 

b. Extension Minister Narrative Report(s) 

c. Deacon Narrative Report(s) 

d. Pastor Narrative Report(s) 

12. Presentation of Membership Report and Remembering our Saints (Receive report.) 

13. Presentation of ministry celebrations, narrative reports, and motions (Take action as needed.) 
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2023 HOLY CONFERENCING IN OUR CHURCHES 

 

DRAW THE CIRCLE WIDER STILL… 
(Worship & Song #3154, adapted) 

    

In honor of our holy work to draw God’s circle wider still, this year’s church conference liturgy incorporates 
voices and traditions of people indigenous to the land the Abenaki (People of the Dawn) call Turtle Island. 
If your congregation has not yet researched the history of your area and created a land acknowledgment, and/or 
if you need more information about Native American Ministries Sunday, the National Day of Awareness 
for Missing and Murdered Native Women, and Indigenous Peoples Day, see the New England Conference 
Committee on Native American Ministries online page for resources—neumc.org/NECONAM. 

  

CALL TO HOLY CONFERENCING AROUND THE CIRCLE 
In the adapted words of Black Elk, Holy Man of the Oglala Sioux (1863-1950), and our holy scripture. 

 

Presider:  You have noticed that everything an [indigenous person] does is done in a circle, 
and that is because the Power of the World always works in circles, and everything 
tries to be round. 

People:   Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the 

beginning? Have you not understood since the earth was founded? God sits 

enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. 

God stretched out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a 

tent to live in.  (Isaiah 40.21-22) 

Presider:  In the old days when we were a strong and happy people, all our power came 

to us from the sacred hoop of the nation, and so long as the hoop was unbroken, 

the people flourished. The flowering tree was the living center of the hoop, and 

the circle of the four quarters nourished it. The east gave peace and light, the 

south gave warmth, the west gave rain, and the north with its cold and mighty 

wind gave strength and endurance…. 

People:  And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there God put 

the human whom God had formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made 

to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of 

life also in the midst of the garden,…. A river flows out of Eden to water the 

garden, and from there it divides and becomes four branches. (Genesis 2.8-14, 

adapted) 
Presider:  Everything the Power of the World does is done in a circle. The sky is round, 

and I have heard that the earth is round like a ball, and so are the stars. The 

wind, in its greatest power, whirls….. The sun comes forth and goes down in a 

circle. The moon does the same, and both are round. Even the seasons form a 

great circle in their changing, and always come back again to where they were. 

The life of a [person] is a circle from childhood to childhood, and so it is in 

https://www.neumc.org/neconam
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everything where power moves. 

People:  [Lord God,] you are clothed with honor and majesty, wrapped in light as 

with a garment. You stretch out the heavens like a tent; you set the beams 

of your chambers on the waters; you make the clouds your chariot; you 

ride on the wings of the wind; you make the winds your messengers, fire 

and flame your ministers. You set the earth on its foundations, so that it 

shall never be shaken…. You have made the moon to mark the seasons; the 

sun knows its time for setting. 
   (Psalm 104.1b-5,19, adapted) 

SONG FOR GOD 
From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same, 

the name of the Lord shall be praised. 
From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same, 

the name of the Lord shall be praised. 
So praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the Lord. 

From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same, 
                                         the name of the Lord shall be praised. 

(The Faith We Sing #2024, Anon.) 

Presider: In the spirit of drawing the circle wider still, I hereby call the Church Conference 
of [church name] into session and ask for your response. 

 

People: We are here as a United Methodist community of God to account for our 
ministries, to order our life together, and to resolve that in the year ahead we will 
answer the call of Jesus Christ to his disciples, leading this church into active 
ministries of love, truth, and justice. 

Presider: Knowing that we are all, lay and clergy alike, called to the ministry of drawing 

the circle wider still, let us enter into the business of your Church Conference. 

WORK FOR DRAWING THE CIRCLE WIDER STILL 

1. Authorization of virtual meeting (Vote when applicable.) 
We move that those who are authorized to participate in the church conference of 
Community United Methodist Church on November 5, 2023 hereby agree that we 

consent to proceed with a virtual meeting using remote technology, and consent that 

all of our decisions are in accordance with the Constitution of The United Methodist 
Church (Division Two, Section VI, Article II ¶ 33) and with the laws of the church, 

and are therefore legal and binding actions of the conference. 

2. Election of Recording Secretary (Elect by nomination.) 

The elected recording secretary needs to write legibly or type minutes that must be 

submitted on the Church Dashboard within one week of the conference. For each 
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agenda item requiring a vote, please name the report and include that it was approved 

(or not). 

3. Recording of attendance 

The elected recording secretary should take attendance and submit the names with the 

meeting minutes on the Church Dashboard within one week of the conference. 

4. Approval of Minutes of 2022 Church Conference (Vote to receive minutes from last 

year’s church conference and any special church/charge conferences since then.) 

5. Presentation of 2022 Trustees Report, Accessibility Audit, Energy Action Checklist, 

Safe Sanctuaries Policy Updates (Receive report, audit, checklist action items, and 

updates.) 

a. Has the congregation received any bequests from a will? Bequests from wills that 

have been received since the last Church Conference must be accepted by vote. 

b. Has the congregation used any capital/principle from investments/endowments for 

operating expenses this year? If so, for what purposes and how much? 

c. Has the congregation spent any funds realized from the sale of a parsonage? If so, 

for what purpose and how much? Was this done with permission from the DS? 

6. Motion of Pastoral Compensation Report (Vote on pastoral compensation of those 

appointed by the Bishop. Discuss action plan for parsonage care from the Church 

Profile.) 

The pastor’s base compensation, housing exclusion (if designated by the pastor), 

housing allowance (if offered), and reimbursables should be reported in specific dollar 

amounts by the Staff-Parish Relations Committee and recorded in the minutes. 

7. Presentation of 2022 Fund Balance Report/Audit and Finance Committee Report 

(Receive reports and year-to-date finances if prepared, and vote on 2024 budget if 

prepared.) 

As needed an update on mission shares will be provided by the District 

Superintendent. 

8. Motion of Lay Leadership / Nominations (Vote on church leaders and trustees.) 

The completed Church Leaders Contact Report must be submitted on the Church 

Dashboard within one week of the conference. 

9. Presentation of Lay Servants / Lay Speakers / Certified Lay Ministers Reports (Vote to 

approve for the first time or reaffirm any in these categories.) 

Each lay servant/lay speaker/certified lay minister should have paperwork completed, 

signed, and submitted. See neumc.org/church-conference. 

10.  Examination, recommendation, and/or reaffirmation of Candidates for Ministry (See  

 Ministry Candidate Form 104—found via neumc.org/church-conference.) 

https://www.neumc.org/church-conference
https://www.neumc.org/church-conference
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a. Examination and ballot vote for any new candidate for ministry    

b. Examination and recommendation of candidates for church related vocations 

c. Reaffirmation of candidates for ministry 

11.  Presentation of Clergy Narrative Reports (Receive narratives.) 

a. Retired Pastor Narrative Report(s) 

b. Extension Ministry Narrative Report(s) 

c. Deacon Narrative Report(s) 

d. Pastor Narrative Report(s) 

12.  Presentation of Membership Report and Remembering our Saints (Receive report.) 

13.  Presentation of ministry celebrations, narrative reports, and motions (Take action as 

needed.) 

FELLOWSHIP AROUND THE TABLE 
In the adapted words of the Native American Writing Group of the Open Source Liturgy Project (Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist 

Church), and Pat Parent’s translation of the Lord’s Prayer with Northern Woodland Native imagery. 

WELCOME TO THE FEAST 

Presider:  Welcome family! Welcome relations! Welcome all! The house of the Creator is our 
gathering place today. The feast has been prepared for us all…. Welcome to the 
table that binds us all together! God, who walked with our ancestors, who walks 
among us now, and who will walk with our children's children for generations to 
come,… 

People: We give you thanks for your presence. 
Presider: In the air that we breathe, in the sound of rustling leaves and in the waving grass,… 
People: We give you thanks for your presence. 
Presider: In the sound of children's laughter, and in the songs of our elders,… 
People: We give you thanks for your presence.  
Presider: Let us help each other stand & take off the robe of mourning. Lift up your broken 

hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to God. 
Presider: Let us honor God. 
People: It is right to honor God.  
Presider:  It is right to honor God and to give our thanks. 
People:  We give our thanks to God. 

WHY WE ARE HERE 

Presider:   We send to you, Creator God, our dreams, visions, and prayers. 
People are invited to quietly lift prayers of joy, concern, confession, and hope. 

Presider: Hear now the good news of Jesus Christ, 
People:  You are forgiven. I am forgiven. We are forgiven. 
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Presider: Peace be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

 

WE PREPARE FOR THE FEAST 
SONG FOR GOD 

From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same, 
the name of the Lord shall be praised. 

From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same, 
the name of the Lord shall be praised. 

So praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the Lord. 
From the rising of the sun to the going down of the same, 

the name of the Lord shall be praised. 
(The Faith We Sing #2024, Anon.) 

 
Reader:  Be glorified, Everlasting Light who ends our mourning. Be glorified, Planter of 

Righteousness whose hands have formed us with strength. Be glorified!  
(based on Isaiah 60.19-21;61.3) 

Reader: All honor to the Child of God who brings good news to the poor. All honor to 
Jesus Christ who brings freedom to the oppressed and sight to the blind. All honor!  

(based on Luke 4.18) 

Reader: All praise to the Holy Spirit who helps us in our weakness. All praise to the Sacred 
Spirit who teaches us how to pray and intercedes on our behalf. All praise!  

(based on Romans 8.26) 

Presider: Jesus Christ, Creator's Child, our sibling and friend, 
People:  With honor and respect, we remember the great sacrifice of your life for us 

and for our people. 
Presider:  With awe and humility, we remember the miracle of your resurrection from death. 
People:  With faith, hope and trust, we remember the promise you made to return 

and lead us home. 
Presider: Creator God, Jesus, your Child, understood the importance of community and 

relationship. On the night he gave himself up for us, he gathered his disciples from 
many tribes, and shared a meal with them in preparation for his death and 
resurrection. As he stood in the midst of them, he took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples and said, "Take, eat, this is my body which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." After the meal, he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples and said, "Drink this, all of you. This is 
my blood of the new covenant poured out for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

SHARING THE FEAST 

Presider: As the grain was given by Creator God to all peoples of the world, 
People:  Jesus Christ was also given to nourish and sustain. 
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Presider:  As the fruit of the vine was given by Creator God to all peoples of the world, 
People:  Jesus Christ was also given to bind us to God and one another. 
Presider:  As the women from many tribes knead, fold, and make the bread in holy stillness, 

so the women tended and cared for the broken body of Jesus Christ: 
People:  A sacrifice for us. 
Presider:  Spirit, help us now. Come and breathe into these gifts of bread and juice. As we 

receive these gifts into our bodies, may our breath become the sweet breath of 
Christ. 

Presider:  Rise up, Nations of God, 
People:  Give God your praise! 
Presider:  Rise up, Clans of Nations, 
People:  Come together and give God your praise! 
Presider:  Rise up, Bands of Nations, 
People:  Lift your hands and give God your praise! 

Presider: Now as those blessed by God, let us join with Christ in prayer: 

All: Great Spirit, who lives in the sky, sacred is your name. May your will be 
done with us, as it is with the ancestors. Give us what we need today. 
Forgive us our wrongs as we forgive those who wrong us. And lead us not 
down darkened paths, but out into the meadows of your light. For you are 
everything. Your power and glory are greater than the sun and will be 
forever. Aho. Amen. 

BREAKING BREAD AND SHARING CUP 
The body of Christ given for you.    The love of Christ poured out for you. 

Presider:  As the rivers flow, let us hear his song. As the winds blow, let us hear his whispers. 
As the grasses sway, let us see them dance. As the eagle soars, calm our minds. 
Christ's love is always there. Open our arms to embrace his love. Let us embrace 
one another and share his message of love. 

WORDS FOR THE JOURNEY 

Presider: We have taken Jesus into us. We now go out into the different directions to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus. We go out to correct what we did wrong, what others did 
wrong, and to sometimes take the blame for another's mistake as Jesus did for us. We 
go out to stand up for the powerless, the voiceless, and those invisible. Gracious God, 
let your mercy and grace fall on us and give us courage to follow in the footsteps of 
Jesus. 

People: Creator God, as we walk from this place with renewed strength for the 
journey before us, let us follow the path of Jesus, as the Spirit guides our 
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steps. Help us to make wise choices in the days ahead, to serve those in 
need, and to remember our place in the circle of life. Remind us to listen to 
our elders, to teach our children the traditions of our people, to respect one 
another and all creation. As we wait for the day when we will be reunited 
with you and those who have gone before us, keep our hope alive and our 
footsteps on the path toward home. 

Presider: As we depart from one another, remember, Creator God was here before we came and 
will be here after we depart. Creator God came in with us and will stay with us when 
we depart. We are all connected to each other and to our Creator. All praise to Creator 
God!  

All: Amen. 

FORMAL MOTION TO ADJOURN THE CHURCH CONFERENCE 

Presider:  As our time together comes to an end, I declare this Church Conference adjourned. 
Our worshipful work is over. Our service begins. Draw the circle wide. Draw it wider 
still. 

 

 
This document was assembled by Rev. Jill Colley Robinson, Superintendent for the Green Mountain District/Dean of the 
Cabinet, in consultation with Bishop Peggy Johnson, the Conference Committee on Native American Ministries, and conference 
staff. 
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Administrative Reports 

Minutes of 2022 Church Conference 

2022 Church Conference Minutes 
November 10, 2022 

Attendees: Jill and Gary Rabideau, Susan and George Richardson, Alison and Andy Sonderfan, Adele and 
Arnold Goldenbaum, Shirley Lowe, Sherry Anne Bryant, Winnie Windsor, Virginia Hession, Annette 
Porter, Curt Shubert, Dave Getchonis, Ginger Livingstone (zoom), Reverend Rebecca Cho, Reverend 
Sandra Bonnette Kim presiding 

Meeting called to order by Reverend Kim. 

Revised minutes, pg. 3-4 - motion to accept by Andy, seconded by Winnie, passed. 

Minutes- motion passed electing Arnold Goldenbaum to take minutes. 

Trustees Report, pg. 5-11 - George made motion to accept bequest form the estate of Ginny Hayes, voice 
vote unanimous. 

Staff Parish Relations Report, pg. 15 – presented by Jill. Motion to accept Pastor Compensation for 2023 by 
Curt, seconded by Winnie.; included cash salary of $64,750. Passed by voice vote. 

Stewardship and Finance Report, presented by George, pg. 16-30. George stated that it was a strong year of 
pledge fulfillment. Since this was the last year of George being Treasurer, we recognized his many years of 
wonderful service. 

Lay Leadership Presentation by Pastor Cho, pg. 33-40. Pastor spoke to the list of church positions which 
were presented at the June Administrative Board and elected to take office July 1,2022. There was a vote to 
add Deb Hastings to the Administrative Board. Pastor stated she was very appreciative of the participants 
on the Committee on Lay Leadership- Fran Daneault, Deb Ferullo, Gary Rabideau and Deb Hastings. We 
reviewed the Lay Speaker Annual Report of Winnie Windsor. Rev. Sandra affirmed her gifts and gave 
thanks for her service. 

Pastor’s Report, pg. 41-43. The highlights presented were: 

1) Joint Activities with Open Table UMC which began during covid. 

2) Lead a Body and Soul Wellness Program. 

3) Described a very successful Youth Mission Week. 

4) The newly formed Growth Team whose first event “Trunk of Treat” was well attended. 

5) Worked with a small team interested in joining the Reconciling Ministries Network. 

The membership report on pg. 42 presented and a motion was made by George, seconded by Gary and 
passed by a voice vote. 

Pastor concluded by expressing her appreciation for the opportunity to serve this church and said she 
really enjoyed working with so many folks in so many activities. 
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Pastor Sandra asked for celebrations. Alison-new kitchen with dish washer, Arnold- how many people chip 
in with the work, George- Pastor like a Swiss Army knife that can do so many things like stringing cable, 
modifying mailings, singing in videos, and playing the clarinet, Winnie-increasing participation of children in 
the service. 

A time for the Remembrance of Saints was conducted as we read the names of members who have passed 
in the last year and lit a candle for each. 

Meeting was adjoined by Pastor Kim at 7:42 PM. 

Closing prayer by Pastor Rebecca. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Arnold Goldenbaum 

 

 

Reports of the Trustees 

2023 Trustees Report (2022 data) 

First Name Last Name Email 

David Getchonis dave.getchonis@gmail.com 

Church Information Wayland: Community UMC - Wayland-80 Main Street-Wayland-MA-

01778-4807 

District Commonwealth East 

 

Trustees Officers 

1. Organization for the present conference year was effective the date of church conference, by electing 

the following officers (no less than three, and up to nine persons): 

For these positions, please enter information in the following format: 

First name, Last name, term expiration. Example: Jon Doe, xx/xx/xxxx. 

Chair/President David Getchonis, 6/30/2024 

Vice Chair/Vice President NONE 

Secretary Fran Daneault, 6/30/2023 

Trustee Treasurer George Richardson, 6/30/2024 

Member(s): Rod Macleod, 6/30/2026 Leon Zachery, 6/30/2025 Ryan Wade, 

6/30/2023 

Asha Savarirayan, 6/30/2024 John Mitchell, 6/30/2023 Doug Leard, 

6/30/2024 

 
2. Is the local church incorporated 

¶2529.1a (p. 752)? 

Yes 

 

mailto:dave.getchonis@gmail.com
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3.a. Name(s) in which title to each piece of property is recorded, as shown by civil land 

records ¶2536 (p.759), ¶2538 (p. 760): 

For the following items, copy and paste the following headers into the blank field and input your 

information: 

 

Name = Office = Book = Page = 

Church Buildings Name=Main Street Office=Middlesex Book=1918 Page=4185, 524 

Parsonages Name=53 E. Plain Street Office=Middlesex Book=105.42 

Page=0308 

Other Name=17 Damon Street Office=Middlesex Book=101 25 

Page=285 

 
3.b. Who is the custodian of 

deeds and other legal papers? 

Trustees 

3.c. Where are they kept? Safety deposit box at Middlesex Savings Bank in Natick, MA 

4. Does each deed contain a trust 

clause 

¶2503 (p. 734)? 

Yes 

5. Do you have a long- term plan 

for the replacement of facilities 

and equipment as they deteriorate? 

No 

If no, explain. We have spent the last few years replacing roof, all heating systems, 

new parking lot, septic system, kitchen replacement to set up for long 

term once again. We do maintain a Church Maintenance document 

with all dates of major updates and regular maintenance to reference 

for future Trustees which I guess could be considered our plan. 

 

Insurance ¶2533.2 (p. 756), 2550.7 (p.773) 

6. The New England Conference 

oversees a comprehensive 

property/casualty insurance and 

risk management program for all 

churches and some other affiliated 

organizations within the 

Conference family. 

Yes 

6.b. Have the buildings been 

inspected for fire and other safety 

hazards within the past year? 

Yes 

6.c. Have you assessed the 

replacement value within the last 5 

years? 

No 

If no, explain. Not aware of this being a requirement when there is no current 

thought of selling any properties. 
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6.d. Who performed the 

assessment? 

 

6.e. Is the amount of insurance 

adequate? 

Yes 

6.f. Does the church have a Safe 

Sanctuary Policy? 

Yes 

6.g. Has your church completed an 

Energy Action Checklist? 

No 

Upload Additional Information vfundsheets-all-2022.pdf (https://neumc- 

reg.brtapp.com/files/tables/registrations/1583105/questions/483096/0

ef4e59734da4d5e90c23c38de6b619c/vfundsheets-  all-2022.pdf) 

Additional Comments/Information  

 

7. Provide a detailed list of income-producing funds and permanent funds: 

Copy and paste the following 

headers into the blank field and 

input your information: 

Please see attached file "V-Fund Sheet ALL 2022" 

 
Acknowledgment Yes 

Full Name and Role David Getchonis 

Date 2023-10-19 

 

Narrative Report of the Trustees 2023 

It’s been another busy year for the Trustees with ongoing maintenance and some larger projects completed 
across our different properties including the Church, 17 Damon Street apartments and Parsonage. 
 
Completed: 
 

● All properties related: 

○ Maintained our annual heating preventive maintenance contract for gas systems at Church 

and 17 Damon Street as well as oil heating system at the Parsonage. 

○ Gutter cleaning and Landscaping for all properties. 

○ Regular septic system cleaning was completed. 

 
● Church related: 

○ 2023-2024 school and other church tenant leases signed with 5% increase based on large 

utilities increases. We kept the clause for 50% rent reduction for any future months if MA 

state closes schools again. 

https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/files/tables/registrations/1583105/questions/483096/0ef4e59734da4d5e90c23c38de6b619c/vfundsheets-all-2022.pdf
https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/files/tables/registrations/1583105/questions/483096/0ef4e59734da4d5e90c23c38de6b619c/vfundsheets-all-2022.pdf
https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/files/tables/registrations/1583105/questions/483096/0ef4e59734da4d5e90c23c38de6b619c/vfundsheets-all-2022.pdf
https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/files/tables/registrations/1583105/questions/483096/0ef4e59734da4d5e90c23c38de6b619c/vfundsheets-all-2022.pdf
https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/files/tables/registrations/1583105/questions/483096/0ef4e59734da4d5e90c23c38de6b619c/vfundsheets-all-2022.pdf
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○ David Lok is now our Church Treasurer and works with George Richardson, our Trustees 

Treasurer. The work is well documented, and we are looking for George's replacement to 

start in July 2024. 

○ Replaced the last aging air heating system in our East Wing. 

○ We had to reseal the electric conduit between East and West Wings while also regrading our 

courtyard to improve drainage away from the building. 

○ Once again the Trustees supported sending several of our youth to local Methodist summer 

camps. Thank you for your continued contributions so that we can continue to support 

future summer camperships. 

○ We have established a Safety team that meets regularly to agree to safety related policies and 

provide direction to other groups when needed. 

○ The Safety team has recommended replacing all exterior doors due to the older doors no 

longer closing properly, creating safety issues. We will also go to restricted key locks so no 

one can make key copies without approval and so we can track who a key moving forward. 

○ Also, the Safety team is doing a technology security review, considering security cameras and 

updating our policies, guidelines for how to respond to different emergency situations. 

○ Annual inspections completed and insurance paid. 

○ Replaced CNS, East Wing entrance stone walkway. 

○ Repaired stone steps to office and CNS entrance. 

○ We continue to review our many storage areas to keep as organized and clear as possible 

working with our different groups. 

○ We continue to enjoy our new kitchen. And with the dishwasher are now using our many 

dishes and mugs improving our Energy Action plans. 

 
● 17 Damon Street related: 

○ No rent increases for 17 Damon Apartment leases as they pay their own utilities. 

○ Added a new barrier to the back fence to prevent sand erosion. 

 
● Parsonage related: 

○ We finalized our architect plans for new garage additions and are in the process of gathering 

contractor estimates. 

○ Repaired and painted upstairs bathroom ceiling to address ongoing mildew issue. 

 
In planning: 
 

● If we are able to find a design and proposal that fits our budget, we plan to add a much needed 

garage to our Parsonage next year. 

● Install a new walkway connecting the office to the CNS East Wing entrance as used by parents 

during pickup to keep the grass from turning to mud and in winter causing people to walk on the 

street, which is a safety concern. 
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● Getting estimates for a new walkway connecting the parking lot ramp entrance to the front door 

with updated landscaping along the side and front. Another related Safety team suggestion that 

would allow us to lock back doors during our services. 

● Setting up a more permanent youth/kids area with ping pong table, etc. 

● Electric upgrade in the East Wing. 

● Ongoing replacement of lighting with LED and updated fixtures as another part of our Energy 

Action plan. 

 
David Getchonis 
Chairperson 
 

2023 Accessibility Audit 

Report covers date of prior church conference to date of current church conference. 

First Name Last Name Email 
David Getchonis dave.getchonis@gmail.com 

Church Information Wayland: Community UMC - 

Wayland-80 Main Street- Wayland-

MA-01778-4807 

District Commonwealth East 

Getting into the church. 

1-B Clearly visible signs mark or direct people to accessible entrances No 

Explain "No" answer for 1-B. The ramp access is visible from the 

parking lot so don't believe signage is 

necessary but do see the need to provide 

direction from the front door to back 

ramp to do this coming year. 

2-B 1+ marked ADA parking spaces are on level ground near entrance Yes 

3-G Wheelchair users don’t have to go behind parked cars, cross 
traffic 

Yes 

4-S At least 1 per 25 spaces is clearly marked with access symbol on 

vertical signs and on pavement 

Yes 

5-B Accessible parking spaces are 8’ wide with adjacent 5’ access aisle Yes 

6-S At least one accessible space is van accessible: 11’ wide with clearly 

marked adjacent 5’ access aisle (or 8’ space with 8’ access aisle) 

Yes 

mailto:dave.getchonis@gmail.com
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7-B 36” wide curb cuts (curb ramps) are provided close to parking Yes 

8-B Route (sidewalk) from accessible parking to accessible building 

entrance is smooth, flat, and at least 36” wide 

Yes 

9-B Entrance is level or has exterior ramp with non-slip surface and 

minimum width of 36” between handrails 

Yes 

10-S Ramp has max. incline of 1:12 with no more than 30’ between 

level landings, or entrance is level 

Yes 

11-S 34-38” handrails are on both sides of exterior ramp/ stairs, lower 

ramp railing is no higher than 4” above deck, or entrance is level 

No 

Explain "No" answer for 11-S. lower ramp railing is higher than 4" 

12-B There is a 60”x 60” level platform at entry door with space (~ 

18”) on pull side of door or automatic door opener used 

Yes 

13-G Automatic door opener available, or attended doorbell for assist Yes 

14-B Entrance door is 36” wide; threshold no more than beveled ½” 
high 

Yes 

GETTING AROUND THE CHURCH 

15-B Signs in entrances/ halls direct visitors and help them locate 
rooms 

Yes 

16-B Corridors are at least 36” wide and have non-glare floor surface Yes 

17-B Objects that protrude more than 4” from the wall have a lower 

edge no higher than 27” above the floor, or a barrier such as a planter 

or guard rail, to allow detection with a cane 

Yes 

18-B Multi-level buildings provide access to all common/ most 

program areas via elevator, lift and/ or ramp(s), or building is on one 

level 

Yes 

19-B Interior doorways have a minimum of 32” clearance and 

thresholds are level or are no more than ½” high and beveled 

Yes 

20-S Door handles to ADA bathrooms/ common areas are easy to 

grasp, operate with one hand (e.g. lever style) using less than 6 lbs. 

force 

Yes 
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21-S Carpet pile is even, no more than ½” thick, with no or firm 

padding; floor mats have non-slip backing and are stable 

Yes 

22-G Fire alarm controls and extinguishers are no more than 48” 

from floor; visual and auditory fire alarms are in place 

Yes 

23-B At least one marked ADA unisex/ family restroom (or one stall 

in male & female restrooms) is accessible from each floor; has ~60”x 

60” turning space with 33 – 36” high wall-mounted grab bar next to 

toilet extending 54” from back wall; toilet height 17 – 19” 

No 

Explain "No" answer for 23-B. (include height) only on first floor 

24-S 27” sink clearance from floor, w/ easy to operate controls 

(lever style, automatic, etc.), hot water & drain pipes are covered 

Yes 

25-B Soap dispenser and paper towels are mounted no higher than 

48” or placed on counter for access 

Yes 

26-B Bottom edge of at least one mirror is 40” or lower Yes 

27-B Drinking fountain is no higher than 36” with easy hand 

controls and wheelchair clearance, or paper cups are provided 

Yes 

28-B Interior stairs/ ramps have handrails on both sides, or all one 
level 

Yes 

29-S Top/bottom step edges & ramp level changes marked, or one level No 

Explain "No" answer for 29-S. only in Sanctuary 

SANCTUARY, CLASSROOMS, AND FELLOWSHIP AREA 

30-B At least 1-2 level pew cuts/spaces for wheelchair users are available Yes 

31-S Wheelchair spaces are 33”x48” forward or 33”x60” side approach Yes 

32-G Chancel area and choir loft are accessible, e.g. with ramp or lift Yes 

33-S Handrail(s) provided for steps to the chancel, or chancel is level Yes 

34-B At least one aisle in each space is 36” wide or more Yes 

35-B Fellowship - e.g. potlucks, coffee hour- is offered in accessible space Yes 
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36-B In fellowship area and classrooms at least one table has minimum of 

27” clearance on the underside, and a maximum height of 34” 

Yes 

37-B 1-2 sturdy chairs have armrests, seats ~18” from floor, & no wheels Yes 

COMMUNICATIONS AND ENVIRONMENT 

38-S Members are sensitized about need to minimize use of fragrances Yes 

39-G Soaps, cleaning products, and other chemicals are fragrance free; 

candles are unscented and non-petroleum-based 

Yes 

40-S Projected words (e.g. song lyrics) use large font and good contrast Yes 

41-B Large print bulletin, song lyrics, & scriptures provided on request Yes 

42-S Braille or electronic documents provided upon advanced request Yes 

43-B Microphone used by all speakers or comments are repeated at mic. Yes 

44-S Assisted listening system (FM and/or loop) & receivers are available Yes 

45-G ASL sign language interpreter is provided upon advanced request Yes 

46-S Print/ e-mailed copies of sermon provided upon advanced request Yes 

47-G Captions are provided / turned on for videos and other media No 

Explain "No" answer for 47-G. Have not had a request for this 
to date. 

ATTITUDES 

48-B Accessibility measures and who to contact for questions described in 

bulletin, website, maps, Find-A-Church site, and/or signage 

No 

Explain "No" answer for 48-B. Need to make this update 

49-B Pastor(s), ushers, greeters, and leaders have learned and practice 

appropriate disability etiquette and hospitality 

Yes 

50-S Signs, websites, and/or bulletin boards offer evidence that people with 

visible and hidden disabilities are welcome and included in the life of the 

congregation, e.g. through support group info., photos 

Yes 

51-B Disruptions are accepted and incorporated into worship Yes 

52-B Qualified service animals (e.g. guide dogs) are welcome within the Yes 
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church building(s) including the sanctuary and fellowship hall 

53-B Congregation works to use inclusive, person-first language in worship, 

e.g. people are invited to “rise in body or in spirit” 

Yes 

54-S Classes and programs are adapted as needed to facilitate active 

participation of children and adults with disabilities 

Yes 

55-B Disability Awareness Sunday ¶265.4 observed during past 1-2 years No 

Explain "No" answer for 55-B. We have not observed it yet. 

56-S Gifts of persons with disabilities are identified and used in service, 

worship, and leadership roles, and to help to improve access 

Yes 

57-B Needs of people on special diets are considered when food is offered, 

including gluten-free & alcohol-free communion elements 

Yes 

58-S Transportation offered plus valet parking or parking lot assistance No 

Explain "No" answer for 58-S No formal program offered. 

59-S “Buddy” system offered for individuals needing 1:1 support No 

Explain "No" answer for 59-S No formal program offered. 

GOALS FOR ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENT FOR THE 

UPCOMING YEAR (INCLUDE TARGET DATE) 

 

Request consultation from Conference Disability Concerns Committee No 

Comments 
 

 

 

Staff/Parish Relations Committee Report 

2023 Pastoral Compensation Report 

 
Church Information 

 
Wayland: Community UMC - Wayland-80 
Main Street-Wayland-MA-01778-4807 

 
District 

 
Commonwealth East 

 
Does your church complete an annual compensation report 
for Pastor(s), Coordinating Pastor(s) or Lay Supply? Select 
Yes or No. If you have a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU), select "No" and upload the MOU at the bottom of 
this report. 

 
Yes 
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Report covers January 1, 2024 - December 31, 2024 
 
First Name Last Name Email 
Rebecca Cho rebeccalyn.cho@gmail.com 

 
Church Information 

 
Wayland: Community UMC - Wayland-80 
Main Street-Wayland-MA-01778-4807 

 
Percent of appointment at this church 

 
Full Time 

 
2024 Pastor's Salary 

 
67,350 

 
Reimbursable Expenses 

 
3,300 

 
Housing Exclusion (IRC Section 107) 
 
Pastors may claim an amount from their salary to be designated by the church conference or council for 
housing expenses and excluded from federal income taxation but not self- employment taxes. See the 
Housing Exclusion /Housing Allowance (https://neumc- 
reg.brtapp.com/files/districts/church+conferences/2023+church+conference+information/housing+allowa
nce+and+exclusion+2023.pdf) document. The amount is part of the salary above. 

 
Yes/No Housing Exclusion 

 
No 

 
Does pastor live in parsonage owned by this church? 

 
Yes 

 
Housing 

 
Parsonage provided (even if pastor lives 
elsewhere) 

 
PASTOR SERVING MORE THAN ONE CHURCH 

 
No 

 
Acknowledgment (PASTOR) 

Yes 

 
Name 

 
Rebecca L. T. Cho 

 
Date 

 
2023-10-20 

 
Acknowledgment (SPRC CHAIR) 

Yes 

 
Name 

 
Arnold Goldenbaum 

 
Date 

 
2023-10-20 

 
Acknowledgment (TREASURER) 

Yes 

 
Name 

 
David Lok 

 
Date 

 
2023-10-23 

 
Do you need a second compensation report? 

 
No 

mailto:rebeccalyn.cho@gmail.com
https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/files/districts/church%2Bconferences/2023%2Bchurch%2Bconference%2Binformation/housing%2Ballowance%2Band%2Bexclusion%2B2023.pdf
https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/files/districts/church%2Bconferences/2023%2Bchurch%2Bconference%2Binformation/housing%2Ballowance%2Band%2Bexclusion%2B2023.pdf
https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/files/districts/church%2Bconferences/2023%2Bchurch%2Bconference%2Binformation/housing%2Ballowance%2Band%2Bexclusion%2B2023.pdf
https://neumc-reg.brtapp.com/files/districts/church%2Bconferences/2023%2Bchurch%2Bconference%2Binformation/housing%2Ballowance%2Band%2Bexclusion%2B2023.pdf


COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   Page | 21 
Church Conference, Sunday, November 5, 2023 

 

 
Do you need a third compensation report? 

 
No 

 
Do you need a fourth compensation report? 

 
No 

 

 

2023 Finance and Audit/Fund Balance Report 

2023 Audit/Fund Balance Report 

 No Audit/Fund Balance Report was submitted at the time of this printing. 

2023 Finance Committee Report 

 
First Name Last Name Email 

 
Prakash Savarirayan prakash_savarirayan@yahoo.com 

Church Information Wayland: Community UMC - Wayland-80 Main Street- 

Wayland-MA-01778-4807 

District Commonwealth East 

For the period beginning (date of prior church 
conference). 

2022-11-01 

For the period ending (date of current church 
conference). 

2023-11-01 

 
I. ORGANIZATION 

1.a. Has this committee been organized according to the 

2016 Book of Discipline (¶258.4)? 

Yes 

1.b. For these positions, please enter information in the following format: 

 
First name, Last name, term expiration. Example: Jon Doe, xx/xx/xxxx. 

Finance Committee Chair Prakash Savarirayan 

Finance Committee Vice/Co Chair 
 

Church Treasurer(s) David Lok 

Church Financial Secretary Steve Denault 

 
II. BUDGET AND COMMITMENT PLAN 

2.a. Has the committee submitted to the Church Council, 

or its equivalent, a complete budget for the ensuing 

year? 

No 

mailto:prakash_savarirayan@yahoo.com
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If no, please explain. in progress 

2.b. Did the committee give the Church Council an 

opportunity to request financial support for 

recommended ministries (¶ 258.4)? 

Yes 

3. How frequently does the Financial 

Secretary/Treasurer send members and contributors 

reports of their giving? 

Annually 

4. Is giving by individual participants in the local church 

regularly reviewed? 

No 

If no, please explain. This is not specifically an agenda item at Finance 

Committee meetings 

5. What are the plans for raising sufficient income to meet 

the budget adopted by the Church Council.(¶258.4)? 

Pledges, Fund raisers as needed 

6. Does the Financial Secretary/Treasurer report regularly 

to the Church Council on the giving trends in the 

church/charge? 

Yes 

 
III. THE HANDLING OF CHURCH FUNDS 

7. Does the Treasurer regularly make reports to the 

Committee on Finance and the Church Council on the 

financial position of the church (¶258.4b)? 

Yes 

8. Are all benevolences and other connectional funds 

remitted monthly to the conference treasurer (¶258.4b)? 

Yes 

9.a. What bank(s) have been designated by the Church 

Council as a depository (¶258.4d)? 

Middlesex Savings Bank, United Methodist Credit Union, 

United Methodist Foundation of New England, 

Computerserve 

9.b. Are all accounts FDIC insured and in amounts at or 

below the current FDIC insurable limit? 

Yes 

9.c. Are all accounts in the name of the church? Yes 

10.a. Has the committee established written financial 

policies to document the internal controls of the local 

church (¶258.4d)? 

Yes 

10.b. Have these policies been reviewed by the committee 

and found to be adequate and effective (¶258.4d)? 

Yes 
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11. Are the church offerings counted by a counting 

committee in accordance with the mandates of the 

Discipline (¶258.4a)? 

Yes 

12. Are all funds deposited promptly in accordance with 

procedures developed by the Committee on Finance 

(¶258.4a, d)? 

Yes 

13. Are financial officers of the church bonded (¶258.4b)? 

(New England conference property insurance includes 

bonding for local church elected officers.) 

No 

If no, please explain. It is not deemed necessary 

14.a. Have the financial records of the church and all its 

organizations been audited for the prior fiscal year 

(¶258.4c)? 

No 

If no, please explain. The 2021 audit is in progress 

14.b. Were there any recommendations or exceptions? No 

14.c. If there were recommendations or exceptions, how has the 

church addressed them? 

 

Upload Additional Information 
 

 
 

 

Acknowledgment Yes 

Full Name and Role Prakash Savarirayan, Finance Chairperson 

Date 2023-10-27 
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Year-to-Date Finances Report 

General Funds Receipts – Sep 2023 

  Month Year Budget % 

        

        

REGULAR OFFERING      

 Identified Offering    12,716.00  127,783.50  180,000  70.99% 

 Unidentified Offering  50.00  377.00  1,500  25.13% 

  Total - REGULAR OFFERING  12,766.00  128,160.50  181,500  70.61% 

        

SPECIAL OFFERINGS      

 Christmas Offering   45.00  3,000  1.50% 

 Easter Offering   1,848.00  1,500  123.20% 

 Initial Offering   25.00  100  25.00% 

 Thanksgiving Offering   0.00  1,500  0.00% 

  Total - SPECIAL OFFERINGS  0.00  1,918.00  6,100  31.44% 

        

CUMC BUILDING USE      

 Alcoholics Anonymous    720.00  750  96.00% 

 Ascension Church of South India   1,524.00  3,048  50.00% 

 Wayland Montessori   31,950.00  31,350  101.91% 

 Community Nursery School  7,700.00  7,700.00  18,300  42.08% 

 Building Usage -Other  50.00  100.00  300  33.33% 

  Total - BUILDING USE  7,750.00  41,994.00  53,748  78.13% 

        

OTHER INCOME      

 Miscellaneous  12.00  3,529.90  500  705.98% 

 Utilities - UMW   250.00  500  50.00% 

  Total - OTHER  12.00  3,779.90  1,000  377.99% 

        

Total - GENERAL FUND DEPOSITS  20,528.00  175,852.40  242,348  72.56% 

        

        

INVESTMENT INCOME      

 Bank Interest  5.01  79.19  30  263.97% 

 Living Endowment Fund   614.82  750  81.98% 

 Mateer Fund   3,817.35  5,000  76.35% 

 Mary Coker Fund   36.88  50  73.76% 

 William Scotland Memorial   172.65  250  69.06% 

      Verizon Dividend   297.54  300  99.18% 

  Total  - INVESTMENT INCOME  5.01  5,018.43  6,380  78.66% 

        

TRANSFERS      

 Damon Street Transfers  800.00  6,800.00  9,600  70.83% 

 Designated Fund Transfers       0.00  5,000  0.00% 
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  Total - TRANSFERS  800.00  6,800.00  14,600  46.58% 

        

        

        

        

Total - TRANSFERS & INTEREST  805.01  11,818.43  20,980  56.33% 

        

Total - GENERAL FUND RECEIPTS  21,333.01  187,670.83  263,328  71.27% 

 

General Funds Disbursements – Sep 2023 

 Month Year Budget YTD %  

        

 MISSION SHARES      

  World Missions   0.00  8,548 0.00% 

  New England Missions  3,500.00  8,196.00  8,469 96.78% 

  Ministry Support   19,704.00  19,704 100.00% 

  Total  "MISSION SHARES"  3,500.00  27,900.00  36,721 75.98% 

        
FACILITIE
S -      

 CHURCH       

  Insurance    4,839.15  10,000 48.39% 

  Fuel            80.80  8,967.52  14,000 64.05% 

  Utilities       1,083.45  14,223.14  20,000 71.12% 

  Telephone * 317.16  2,904.62  4,000 72.62% 

  Maintenance: Equipment & Supplies  927.89  9,615.14  12,000 80.13% 

  Organs & Pianos   0.00  500 0.00% 

  Office Equipment   741.38  7,252.08  8,600 84.33% 

  Snow Removal   1,600.00  5,000 32.00% 

  Total - CHURCH  3,150.68  49,401.65  74,100 66.67% 

 * Pmt for Dec 2022 - $264.98 not included   49,666.63    

 PARSONAGE      

  Insurance   744.50  1,500 49.63% 

  Fuel   2,315.64  4,000 57.89% 

  Utilities: Water & Trash Removal  295.36  4,204.30  5,200 80.85% 

  Telephone  194.41  1,700.95  2,200 77.32% 

  Maintenance: Equipment & Supplies  558.00  3,384.10  3,500 96.69% 

  Snow Removal   0.00  600 0.00% 

  Total - PARSONAGE   1,047.77  12,349.49  17,000 72.64% 

  Total - FACILITIES  4,198.45  61,751.14  91,100 67.78% 

        

CHURCH ADMINISTRATION      

  Church Office  676.65  3,782.62  3,600 105.07% 

  Postage  146.30  (64.31) 1,300 -4.95% 

  Library Supplies   0.00  200 0.00% 

  Music Supplies   0.00  500 0.00% 

  Payroll Service  200.85  1,460.05  2,600 56.16% 
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  Pastoral Moving Expense   0.00  500 0.00% 

  Pulpit Supply (Guest Preachers)   0.00  200 0.00% 

  Total - CHURCH ADMINISTRATION  1,023.80  5,178.36  8,900 58.18% 

  

 

     

MISSION PREP. & NURTURE      

  Program Planning   0.00  500 0.00% 

  Special Musical Events   0.00  1,200 0.00% 

  Communication Outreach   0.00  1,500 0.00% 

  Christian Education - Curriculum (Ch Sch)  0.00  800 0.00% 

  Christian Education - Other   0.00  300 0.00% 

  Christian Education - Program/Supplies 115.97  348.36  900 38.71% 

  Christian Education - Adult Education  0.00  200 0.00% 

  Coffee Hour   17.98  500 3.60% 

  Mission Team   0.00  2,000 0.00% 

  Community Caring & Connection  31.99  44.59  300 14.86% 

  Committee on Stewardship & Finance 119.80  759.20  500 151.84% 

        Fall Stewardship Campaign   0.00  300 0.00% 

  Pastor's Discretionary Fund   0.00  1,200 0.00% 

  Worship Team   653.09  1,200 54.42% 

  Records & History   0.00  50 0.00% 

  Annual Conf Expense for Lay Member  0.00  350 0.00% 

  Total - MISSION PREP. & NURTURE  267.76  1,823.22  11,800 15.45% 

        

PASTOR'S COMPENSATION & EXPENSE      

  Salary   7,470.00  49,607.00  64,750 76.61% 

  Contribution to Retiree Health  55.00  495.00  660 75.00% 

  Conference Medical Payment - Other  200.00  1,800.00  2,400 75.00% 

  NEAC Health Insurance  1,596.00  14,364.00  19,152 75.00% 

  NEAC Pension  899.78  8,098.02  10,800 74.98% 

  Pastor's Reimb. Professional Exp  69.90  695.75  3,300 21.08% 

  Total - PASTOR'S COMP & EXPENSE  10,290.68  75,059.77  101,062  74.27% 

        

STAFF SALARIES & BENEFITS      

  Administrative Assistant  2,250.00  14,923.13  19,500 76.53% 

  Social Security/Medicare (Staff)                            335.52  2,228.69  3,000 74.29% 

  Worker's Comp (Pastor & Staff)  36.26  326.34  435 75.02% 

  Total - STAFF  SALARIES & BENEFITS  2,621.78  17,478.16  22,935 76.21% 

        

OTHERS      

  Nursery Care  90.00  1,440.00  1,500 96.00% 

  Youth Pastor/Youth Choir Director   0.00  1,500 0.00% 

  Music Director  2,136.00  14,211.00  18,500 76.82% 

  Cleaner  1,000.00  9,000.00  13,000 69.23% 

  Staff Appreciation   40.96  500 8.19% 

  Total - OTHERS  3,226.00  24,691.96  35,000 70.55% 

        

Total - GENERAL FUND DISBURSEMENTS 25,128.47  213,882.61  307,518 69.55% 

 * Pmt for Dec 2022 - $264.98 *  214,147.59    
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Designated Funds – Sep 2023 
Fund Name 9/1/23 Receipts Disbursements 9/30/23 

        

CURRENT DESIGNATED      

        

 Pay Pal Receipts  14.40    14.40  

 Children's Mission Projects - Matching  0.00    0.00  

 Choir Fund   1,384.15   29.64  1,354.51  

 Church Appearance  1,020.00    1,020.00  

 Church Safety  100.00    100.00  

 Church School Mission Project  176.67    176.67  

 Diaper Drive  20.00    20.00  

 Dinner murder mystery  0.00  565.00   565.00  

 Family Promise  50.00    50.00  

 Finance/Bank Charges  (23.00)   (23.00) 

 Library Fund  354.67    354.67  

 Nursing Home  125.00    125.00  

 Pastor's Discretionary Fund  5.87    5.87  

 Petty Cash  (25.00)   (25.00) 

 Ping Pong Table Fund  20.00    20.00  

 Plant a Tree Fund  205.00    205.00  

 Soup Kitchen/Food Pantry  53.17  75.00  285.22  (157.05) 

 Walk for Hunger  60.00    60.00  

 Youth Mission Trip (Philadelphia)  324.07    324.07  

 CUMC Youth Programming  71.46   57.37  14.09  

  Total - CURRENT DESIGNATED  3,936.46  640.00  372.23  4,204.23  
 

       

REMIT TO CONFERENCE      

 Mother's Day Blankets  0.00    0.00  

 Tools of Hope  0.00    0.00  

  Total - REMIT TO CONFERENCE  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  

        

SPECIAL SUNDAYS      

 One Great Holur of Sharing (UMCOR)  0.00    0.00  

 World Communion  0.00    0.00  

 Human Relations  0.00    0.00  

 Native American Ministries  0.00    0.00  

  Total - SPECIAL SUNDAYS  0.00  0.00  0.00  0.00  

        

UMCOR       

 Dr Belinda Forbes - 012109-002  0.00    0.00  

 UNICEF - 627  0.00    0.00  

 UMCOR - undesignated - 999895  0.00  400.00  400.00  0.00  

 UMCOR - Ukraine/Turkey 982460  0.00    0.00  

  Total - UMCOR  0.00  400.00  400.00  0.00  

        

        

FUNDRAISERS      
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 Bread Sundays  0.00    0.00  

 Chili Cook-off  230.00    230.00  

 Community Breakfasts  (0.00)   (0.00) 

 Lenten Supper Receipts  248.00    248.00  

 Mission Shares  0.00    0.00  

  Total - FUNDRAISERS  478.00  0.00  0.00  478.00  

        

TRANSFERS      

 Trustees Funds - (Other)  (580.00) 1,122.15  1,134.80  (592.65) 

 Loan from Trustees  13,000.00    13,000.00  

 Pastor - P.I.P.  (82.00) 963.00  695.50  185.50  

 Conference Insurance Copay  1,998.42  353.07   2,351.49  

 Payroll Tax Pending  0.00  1,378.29  1,378.29  0.00  

  Total - TRANSFERS  14,336.42  3,816.51  3,208.59  14,944.34  

       14,944.34  

Total - DESIGNATED FUNDS  18,750.88  4,856.51  3,980.82  19,626.57  

       19,626.57  

        

Total - GENERAL FUND  (12,861.08) 21,333.01  25,128.47  (16,656.54) 

        

Totals - GENERAL & DESIGNATED  5,889.80  26,189.52  29,109.29  2,970.03  

       2,970.03  

        

BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES  9/1/23   9/30/23 

  MSB Checking  4,915.14  23,000.05  26,064.93  1,850.26  

  MSB Savings  775.39  23,495.11  23,350.00  920.50  

  MSB  Pay Pal Account  14.40      14.40  

  InterFaith FCU  184.87      184.87  

  TOTAL  5,889.80  46,495.16  49,414.93  2,970.03  

 

Trustees Year to Date Finance Report 

Trustee Operating Funds 

Fund Name SEPTEMBER YTD - 2023 

      1/1/23 Additions Deductions 9/30/23 

Operational Funds       

          

 17 Damon Street Fund * 727.13  27,454.60 26,189.94 1,991.79  

 Pastoral Moving   (862.42) 500.00 0.00 (362.42) 

  

Total - Operational 
Funds  (135.29) 27,954.60  26,189.94  1,629.37  

          

Major Maintenance Funds      

          

 Church and Parsonage  3,149.59  762.46 0.00 3,912.05  

 Nursery/Church   653.30  0.00 0.00 653.30  



COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   Page | 29 
Church Conference, Sunday, November 5, 2023 

 

 17 Damon Street   0.00  400.00 0.00 400.00  

  

Total - Major Maint. 
Funds  3,802.89  1,162.46  0.00  4,965.35  

          

Escrow Funds        

          

 Security Deposit - #17 1st Flr  1,616.98  9.74  0.00 1,626.72  

 Security Deposit - #17 2nd Flr  1,883.10  11.14 0.00 1,894.24  

 General Fund - Temporary Loan  0.00  2,277.00  15,277.00  (13,000.00) 

  Total - Escrow Funds  3,500.08  2,297.88  15,277.00  (9,479.04) 

          

Total Property Funds  7,167.68  31,414.94  41,466.94  (2,884.32) 

 * 
Aug 1 property tax paid late - 
$74.71 penalty    (2,884.32) 

 

Investment Restricted Funds 

Fund Name SEPTEMBER YTD - 2023 

          

      1/1/23 Additions Deductions 9/30/23 

          

 Camperships   0.00  239.07 239.07 0.00  

 

Pinkul Bible 
Fund   870.95  66.14 0.00 937.09  

 Kitchen Fund   3,877.06  0.00 398.79 3,478.27  

 Townsend Education Fund  702.96  0.00 0.00 702.96  

 Brown/Sadler Scholarship Fund   697.88  0.00 0.00 697.88  

 Bennett Flower Fund   1,353.13  1,370.30 891.44 1,831.99  

 

Arthur Mayer 
Fund   0.00  40,720.00 49,900.71 (9,180.71) 

 Evelyn Morris Memorial Fund  329.00  0.00 117.22 211.78  

 Stanley Flower Fund  889.57  1,064.37 0.00 1,953.94  

 Sanford Fund   376.20  51,435.57 23,333.76 28,478.01  

 

Lee Memorial 
Fund   186.07  2,100.00 1,200.00 1,086.07  

 Memorials Fund   5,807.95  650.00 987.15 5,470.80  

 Trustees Funds   (3,508.57) 3,508.57 0.00 0.00  

 Jeff Wood Youth Fund  438.76  667.67 1,015.93 90.50  

 Hannah Williams Fund  84.29  0.00 54.22 30.07  

Total - Restricted Funds  12,105.25  101,821.69  78,138.29  35,788.65  

      .   35,788.65  

TOTAL - TRUSTEE FUNDS  19,272.93 133,236.63 119,605.23 32,904.33 

         32,904.33  

          

SUMMARY OF ASSETS:   SUMMARY OF LIABILITIES:  
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MIDDLESEX SAVINGS BANK ACCOUNTS    

          

 Checking  5,215.71       

 Savings  24,167.66       

 Cert - 1st Flr 1,626.72    Security Deposit - 1st flr 1,616.98  

 Cert - 2nd Flr 1,894.24    Security Deposit - 2nd flr 1,883.10  

          

TOTAL ASSETS 32,904.33   TOTAL LIABILITIES 3,500.08  

 

Trustees Operating Funds Detail - 2023 

17 DAMON STREET  SEPTEMBER YTD  

       

 BALANCE ON HAND 1/1/23   727.13  

 RECEIPTS:       

   First Floor Apartment Rental ($1680 /mo. as of 7/1/22)  3,352.85  15,114.60  

   Second Floor Apartment Rental ($1890/mo. as of 7/1/22)  1,100.00  12,340.00  

       

      27,454.60  

 DISBURSEMENTS:     

   Major Maintenance - 17 Damon Street    400.00  

   Transferred to General Fund   800.00  6,800.00  

   Property Taxes   74.71  10,352.48  

   Property Insurance    1,116.72  

   Water    515.81  

  Snow Removal   460.00  

  Lawn /Yard Care  430.00  1,260.00  

  Dryer Vent   469.00  

  Heating System (Svc Agrmt)   795.00  

  Smoke Detector/Ladders   138.09  

  Replace Back Door & Locksmith - 1st Flr   882.84  

  Legal Costs   3,000.00  

  .    26,189.94  

 BALANCE ON HAND  9/30/23   1,991.79  

       

MAJOR MAINTENANCE - Church and Parsonage    

       

 BALANCE ON HAND 1/1/23   3,149.59  

 RECEIPTS:     
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  UMFNE - Gibbs & Neale Funds   520.65  

  Bank Interest  21.63  241.81  

      762.46  

       

 DISBURSEMENTS:     

     0.00  

      0.00  

       

 BALANCE ON HAND 9/30/23   3,912.05  

       

MAJOR MAINTENANCE - 17 Damon Street     

       

 BALANCE ON HAND 1/1/23   0.00  

 RECEIPTS:     

   17 Damon Street Rental    400.00  

      400.00  

 DISBURSEMENTS:     

     0.00  

      0.00  

       

 BALANCE ON HAND 9/30/23   400.00  

 

Trustees Restricted Fund Detail 

SANFORD FUND (UMFNE Account Closed)     

       

  BALANCE ON HAND - Middlesex Savings 1/1/23   376.20  

 RECEIPTS:     

  From UMFNE  21,435.57  51,435.57  

      51,435.57  

 DISBURSEMENTS:     

  Microwave for new kitchen   155.56  

  Transfer to Trustees Fund   3,508.57  

  Kitchen Stove   13,719.00  

  Architect - Parsonage   3,870.00  

  Survey & Wetlands - Parsonage  100.00  2,080.63  

       

       

      23,333.76  
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  BALANCE ON HAND - Middlesex Savings 9/30/23   28,478.01  

        

ARTHUR MAYER FUND     

       

  BALANCE ON HAND - Middlesex Savings 1/1/23   0.00  

 RECEIPTS:     

  From UMFNE   40,000.00  

  Clock Maintenance - Town of Wayland - 2022 - 2023   720.00  

      40,720.00  

 DISBURSEMENTS:     

  Water Heater - West Wing   2,402.05  

  Balance - Church Kitchen   15,200.00  

  New Microphones   1,398.00  

  Repair Church Steps & Walkways  2,270.00  5,236.16  

  Speaker Repair   529.50  

  Clock Maintenance 2023-2024 (to be reimbursed)    795.00  

  Remove Air Handlers - East Wing   22,840.00  

  Damon St Walkway - CNS   1,500.00  

       

      49,900.71  

       

  BALANCE ON HAND - Middlesex Savings 9/30/23   (9,180.71) 

 
 

Lay Leadership 

Committee on Lay Leadership Report 

Lay Leadership for July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 
Members at large: 

 

Term Expires 2024 Term Expires 2025 Term Expires 2026 

Winnie Windsor Arnold Goldenbaum Adam Tearle 

Ginger Livingstone Gary Rabideau Annette Porter 

Alison Sonderfan Debra Ferullo Curt Schubert 

Chairperson: Arnold Goldenbaum 

Secretary: Ginger Livingstone 

Ex-Officio: 

Pastor– Rebecca Cho 
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Lay Leader– Sherry Anne Bryant 

Lay Member of the Annual Conference– Arnold Goldenbaum 

Chairperson, Board of Trustees– Dave Getchonis 

Chairperson, Committee on Stewardship & Finance– Prakash Savarirayan 

Chairperson, Committee on Staff-Parish Relations– Arnold Goldenbaum 

Church Treasurer– David Lok 

Financial Secretary– Steven Daneault 

Church Historians– 

Work Area Chairpersons: 

Mission Team– Deborah Hastings 

Christian Education– Gary Rabideau & Christine McKenna Lok 

Community Caring & Connections– Susan Richardson 

Worship– Shirley Lowe 

Membership Secretary– Bette Place 

United Women in Faith President– Sherry Anne Bryant 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES Meets on the first Monday of the month at 7:00PM 

Term Expires 2024 Term Expires 2025 Term Expires 2026 

George Richardson Dave Getchonis Rod MacLeod 

Doug Leard Leon Zachery Paula Doherty 

 Asha Savarirayan Steve Winn 

Chairperson: Dave Getchonis 

Secretary: Paula Doherty 

Trustees Treasurer: George Richardson 

Investment Sub-Committee (any four are authorized to act) 

Chairperson, Board of Trustees– 

Committee on Stewardship & Finance– Prakash Savarirayan 

Members at Large: Brian McCall, Richard Waack, Ginger Livingstone 

Advisor: Church Treasurer– David Lok 

Ex-Officio 

Financial Secretary– Steven Daneault 

Lay Member of Annual Conference– Arnold Goldenbaum 

Memorials Sub-Committee 

Ginger Livingstone Judi Poe Susan Richardson 

 
COMMITTEE ON STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE Meets after church on the 3rd Sunday of the month. 

Term Expires 2024 Term Expires 2025 Term Expires 2026 

Judi Poe Andy Sonderfan 

Ginger Livingstone Annette Porter 

Nelson Bent Prakash Savarirayan 

Chairperson: Prakash Savarirayan 

Vice-Chairperson: Annette Porter 

Secretary: Ginger Livingstone 

Ex-Officio 

Pastor– Rebecca Cho 

Church Treasurer– David Lok 
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Assistant Church Treasurer– 

Financial Secretary– Steven Daneault 

Assistant Financial Secretaries– Judi Poe, Ginger Livingstone 

Chairperson, Administrative Board– Arnold Goldenbaum 

Lay Member of Annual Conference– Arnold Goldenbaum 

Lay Leader– Sherry Anne Bryant 

Representative of the Board of Trustees– George Richardson 

Representative of the Committee on Staff-Parish Relations– 

Audit Team 

Curt Schubert, Arnold Goldenbaum, Steve Winn 

COMMITTEE ON STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS 

Term Expires 2024 Term Expires 2025 Term Expires 2026 

Debra Ferullo Susan Richardson Paula Doherty 

Arnold Goldenbaum  Atlas Tearle 

Chairperson: Arnold Goldenbaum 

Vice Chairperson: Susan Richardson 

Ex-Officio: 

Lay Leader– Sherry Anne Bryant 

Lay Member of Annual Conference– Arnold Goldenbaum 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TEAM 

Co-Chairpersons– Gary Rabideau & Christine McKenna Lok 

Members– Christine McKenna Lok, Gary Rabideau, Evelyn Cho 

Sunday School Teachers– Ginger Livingstone, Christine McKenna Lok, Viji Mahendran 

Sunday School Helpers– Joy Vemula, Deb Hastings, Jill Rabideau, Winnie Windsor, Gary Rabideau, Alma Licón 

Library Team Chairperson– 

Youth Ministry Intern– 

Children’s Message Coordinator– Winnie Windsor 

Scholarship Sub-Committee (any 3 are authorized to act) 

Lay Leader– Sherry Anne Bryant 

Chairperson, Committee on Staff-Parish Relations–Arnold Goldenbaum 

Pastor– Rebecca Cho 

Convener–Chairperson, Christian Education Team– Gary Rabideau & Christine McKenna Lok 
 

MISSION RESOURCE TEAM 

Sherry Anne Bryant, Pastor Rebecca Cho, Deborah Hastings, Jill Rabideau, Alma Licón 

Chairperson– Deborah Hastings 

Ex-Officio- UWF Mission Coordinator of Education & Interpretation– 

Family Promise Liaisons- Atlas Tearle & Alison Sonderfan 

 

NURTURE RESOURCE TEAM 

Pastor Rebecca Cho, Arnold Goldenbaum, Alison Sonderfan, Rachael Tearle 

Chairperson– Pastor Rebecca Cho 

 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR TEAM 
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Coordinator– Alison Sonderfan 

 

COMMUNITY CARING & CONNECTIONS 

Helen Barber Arnold Goldenbaum Bette Place 

Pastor Rebecca Cho Marie Layman Marcy 

Schubert 

Adele Goldenbaum Rod MacLeod Jean Snow 

Chairperson– Susan Richardson 

 
WORSHIP TEAM Meets after church on Sunday as needed. 

Nelson Bent Ginger Livingstone 

Winnie Windsor Dominique Winn Marie Layman 

Chairperson– Shirley Lowe, Vice-Chairperson- Dominique Winn 

Ex-Officio 

Pastor– Rebecca Cho 

UWF Mission Coordinator of Spiritual Growth– Helen Barber 

Chairperson, Flower Committee– Shirley Lowe 

Communion Steward– Debra Ferullo 

Chancel Choir Representative– Nelson Bent 

Director of Music– David Shrewsbury 

Greeter/Usher Coordinator– Susan Richardson 

Video Technician– Atlas Tearle 

 

FLOWER COMMITTEE 

Susan Richardson 

 
Marilyn Hatch 

 
Jill Tyson 

Winnie Windsor 

Chairperson– Shirley Lowe 

Gayle Gledhill Amy Clark 

 
COMMUNITY GROWTH TEAM 

Arnold Goldenbaum 

Alison Sonderfan 

Pastor Rebecca Cho 

Rachael Tearle 

Joy Vemula 

TECHNICAL TEAM 

Nelson Bent 

 
Sara Herwig 

 
Dave Shrewsbury 

Ginger Livingstone 

Dave Getchonis 

Matt Tearle Leon Zachery 

LIBRARY TEAM 

Dominique Winn 

 
Ex-Officio 

UWF Mission Coordinator of Program Resources– Ginger Livingstone 

 

COMMITTEE ON LAY LEADERSHIP 

Term Expires 2024 Term Expires 2025 Term Expires 2026 

Debra Ferullo Deborah Hastings Annette Porter 
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Gary Rabideau 

 
Chairperson– Pastor Rebecca Cho 

Lay Chairperson– 

Ex-Officio 

Lay Leader– Sherry Anne Bryant 
 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

Lay Leader ............................................... Sherry Anne Bryant 

Lay Member of Annual Conference .......... Arnold Goldenbaum 

Chair of Stewardship & Finance ................ Prakash Savarirayan 

Church Treasurer ..................................... David Lok 

Financial Secretary .................................... Steven Daneault 

Chair of Trustees ...................................... Dave Getchonis 

Chair of Administrative Board .................. Arnold Goldenbaum 
Chair of Staff-Parish Relations Arnold Goldenbaum 

 

 

Lay Speakers 

Winnie Windsor 
See next page. 
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Clergy Reports 

Report of the Pastor 

Community United Methodist Church of Cochituate Village in Wayland, MA 
Commonwealth East District 

New England Conference 

For the period beginning October 1, 2022 and ending September 30, 2023 

1. List those who have been received into baptized membership since the last report: 
1. Owen Timothy Jacobs 

2. List those who have been received into professing membership since the last report: 

a. On profession of faith or restored 
None. 

b. From other United Methodist churches. 
Thomas (Ty) Herstine 

c. From other non-United Methodist churches 
None. 

3. List those who have been removed from professing membership since the last report: 

a. By action of the Charge Conference, or by trial court, or by withdrawal: None 

b. By transfer to other United Methodist Churches: None 

c. By transfer to other non-United Methodist Churches: None 

d. By death. 
1. Bruce Hemmeon 
2. Bert Abriam 
3. Peter Thompson 
4. Marcia MacLeod 
5. Richard Waack 

4. Have the membership records and rolls been audited? 
No, membership records have been kept up-to-date, but not formally audited. 

5. Pastor’s Report Attached. 

Signed:  Rebecca L T Ch>  
Printed Name: Rebecca L. T. Cho  Date: Oct. 10, 2023 
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Pastor’s Narrative Report 

It has been a good and busy year at Community UMC! I will highlight here two areas which were priorities 

for me in the past year: Youth Ministries and the Community Growth Team. My goal with both of these 

priorities is to help Community UMC continue to be the vibrant and vital congregation that it already is, 

and to help it grow. 

One of my goals for 2023 was to restart the practice of a high school mission trip. We worked hard to plan 

and raise funds for the mission trip to Philadelphia in which five youth and three chaperones, Gary 

Rabideau, Maisi Sathler Rosa and I, participated. I believe that it was a meaningful experience for all those 

involved. I also continued working on the Youth Mission Week. We had nine middle and high school 

youth, representing 5 area churches, and we worked with Sudbury UMC and Fisk Memorial UMC to run 

the program. The main purpose of the Youth Mission Week is to introduce youth to local mission work 

being done in their community, and to give them an opportunity to use their gifts to serve God. The kids 

found their trip into Cambridge to distribute sandwiches to unhoused people in Harvard and Central 

Squares to be their most meaningful experience of the week. I also co-led a one day Vacation Bible School 

with my husband at Newton UMC. Our theme was about being a good neighbor. 

My other priority has been to work with the newly formed Community Growth Team. 

I’m so grateful to the other members of this team who have made it a fun and energizing experience. I have 

been able to clearly see their love for this congregation and desire to invite others to join our special 

community. Some of the activities that have come out of the Community Growth Team are the Parents’ 

Night Out (rebranded now as Kids’ Night Out), the Trunk or Treat, ice cream party, church picnic and 

more. This has been a place where we look at how we can support long-honored traditions, as well as trying 

new things. 

Something else that I’ve been working on with the Staff Parish Relations Committee is reviewing my 

priorities and time management. I recognized that it is necessary for me to think carefully about how many 

activities I’m involved in, so that I don’t get burned out. As a result, I decided to stop going to MCI-Norfolk 

prison to lead a Bible study, to leave the planning committee for the Youth Ministry Collaborative in 

Sudbury, and am not attending every committee meeting. 

Outside of the local church I continue to serve as the Secretary of the District Committee on Ministry. I 

also continue to mentor 3 clergy candidates and 1 candidate for ministry. I am also involved in the 

Wayland Interfaith Leaders Association, the Youth Advisory Committee in Wayland, and my District 

Clergy Hub. 

I pray that God will bless all of us at Community UMC as we strive to faithfully love and serve God and our 

neighbors. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rebecca L. T. Cho 

Retired Minister Reports 

To our Friends at Community UMC: 
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Karen and I are still in Maine. I have not exercised any pastoral duties this past year. I am on the 

Facilities Committee at Camp Aldersgate. Karen is on the Board of Directors at Camp Aldersgate and is 

Chair of CRM (Camp and Retreat Ministries) for the Conference. I help her with her work. 

We follow with interest the great work and ministries at Community UMC, and hope to see you all in 

person someday (!). 

Bruce Pehrson 

 

Membership Report 

Total Church Membership as of October 1, 2022 233 

Members Received 
 By Profession of Faith 0 
 By Transfer from Other United Methodist Churches 1 
 By Transfer from Other Christian Churches 0 
Members Removed: 
 By Transfer 0 
 Withdrawn 0 
Members Who Have Died: 5 
Total Church Membership as of September 30, 2023 229 

Average Attendance:  In Person Attendance: 51 
Avg. Zoom Attendance: 7 
Total Avg. Attendance: 58 

Baptisms:  0 
Baptized/Preparatory Members: 27 
Constituent Members: 121 

Detailed Report of Membership for 9/1/2022 to 9/30/2023 

Joined by Transfer from Other United Methodist Churches 1 
Thomas (Ty) Herstine 03/12/2023 

Joined by Transfer from Other Denominations 0 
Joined by Profession of Faith 0 
Joined by Reinstatement  0 
Members Removed by Death 5 

Bruce Hemmeon 01/23/2023 

Bert Abriam 04/09/2023 

Peter Thompson 08/23/2023 

Marcia MacLeod 09/01/2023 

Richard Waack 09/11/2023 
Members Removed by Transfer to Other United Methodist Churches 0 
Members Removed by Transfer to Other Denominations 0 
Members Removed by Quarterly Conference Action 0 
Members Removed by Withdrawal 0 
Baptized Adults 0 
Baptized and Received as Baptized Members 1 
 Owen Timothy Jacobs 12/11/2022 
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Confirmed 0 
Constituents 0 

Remembrance of Saints 
Name Date of Death 
Annette Wong 01/20/2023 
Bruce Hemmeon 01/23/2023 
Marion “Gram” Cormier 03/12/2023 
Bert Abriam 04/09/2023 
Francis Choate 06/10/2023 
Lillian Cook 08/06/2023 
Peter Thompson 08/23/2023 
Marcia MacLeod 09/01/2023 
Richard Waack 09/11/2023 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sara J. Herwig, Church Administrator 
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Other Reports 

Administrative Board 
2023 Administrative Board Annual Report 

Our Board had a very good year. We averaged 11 members at the 4 quarterly meetings that were convened. 
The Board’s two primary tasks are to approve the annual budget and to be the elective body. 

At our December meeting treasurer, George Richardson, presented the budget prepared by the Finance 
Committee. We appreciate the thoughtfulness and effort the committee puts into this task. It is not easy. 
For the 5th year we line-itemed funds for all children of our members to attend a week of religious summer 
camp. The proposed budget was unbalanced with a deficit and was passed after extensive discussion. 

This year the Board continued the tradition of organizing and hosting our Lenten Suppers, a long-standing 
tradition. This was the second year of being able to return to “in person” attendance and it was highly 
attended. This year’s theme was “Moments in my Faith Journey.” Thank you to our speakers: Christine Lok, 
Paula Doherty, Nelson Bent, Lisa MacLeod, and Matt Tearle for your interesting presentations. 

Our June meeting focused on our annual elections. Pastor Rebecca presented a slate of new team, 
committee, and board members that was prepared by the Lay Leadership Committee. A highlight of the 
discussion was the encouraging promise of our future with the addition of two youth members. Adam 
Tearle was elected to the Administrative Board and Atlas Tearle to the Staff Parish Relations Committee. 

I would like to thank the members of the Board for their work and participation as members of this group. 
My appreciation goes to Sherry Anne Bryant, Pastor Rebecca Cho, Deb Ferullo, Dave Getchonis, Deb 
Hastings, Ginger Livingstone, David Loc, Annette Porter, Rod MacLeod, Jill and Gary Rabideau, Susan and 
George Richardson, Prakash Savarirayan, Curt Shubert and Winnie Windsor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Arnold Goldenbaum 
Chairperson 

 

Lay Leader Report 

"All God's People in All Places and in All Times, are Called to Love and to Serve." 
Ministry of the Laity 

Another year has been charted in the life of this church community. Many worship services, programs, events, team and 
committee meetings, publications, improvements, special happenings. How many did you support by contributing your 
ideas? By offering your help? By attending as a participant? 

Challenges, opportunities, possibilities… All were here before us. Did we take advantage of them? I believe 
that we gain from those things of which we partake. I believe that the more we give of ourselves, the more we will receive in 

return - our spiritual lives will be strengthened, and our faith restored time and again; our physical lives will be more 

fruitful, peaceful, and fulfilled. 

Challenges, opportunities, possibilities… It is up to each of us. Let us stretch our limits and comfort zones, 
broaden our horizons, try new ideas, take a leap of faith. Let us think beyond ourselves and ask God for guidance in every 
thought, word, and deed. Let us envision what wonderful things we can accomplish in the coming year, if we put our minds 
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and hearts to the task. 

Challenges, opportunities, possibilities… In "Possibilities" Mary Elizabeth Bain writes, 

"To him who seeks possibilities, opportunities rise in every wind, sing in every breeze, smile in 
every atom, and are locked in every cell. For him, every dewdrop is a force to turn his spindle, 
every breath of air an energy to drive his ship, every sunbeam a power to energize his machine. To 
the hopeful, ambitious man, every day is a chance to demonstrate his worth, every hour an 
opportunity to show his power, every second a time which rise to him ultimate possibilities. 

"It is true some doors have been closed. There are yet others unlocked, behind which are hidden 
treasures. Diamonds have been found in mother earth, but there are still brighter gems. Waterloos 
have been won on fields of blood, but greater battles are yet to be won on fields of peace. The 
earth has been girdled with electric wires, but it is yet un-rimmed by Christian civilization. 

"There are latent, in every heart, songs as yet unsung; anthems as yet unheard; chords which if but 
struck, would fill this old world of ours with music, thrill the soul of many with joy, string his heart 
and nerves with strength, exalt his life with hope, sweeten it with gladness, and set his whole being 
a tingle with nobleness and love… 

"For all who but strive, who will but use untried fires, unknown energies, there are un-gathered 
riches, unheard harmonies, un-won crowns, yea an unrevealed heaven.” 

Challenges, opportunities, possibilities… We have seen them here at Community. Let us look for them again 
in the coming year. We are a caring church family comprised of wonderful people who are diverse in heritage, culture, 
experience, age, interests, perspective, talents and gifts. We are called to serve, to make a difference, and to change the 
world! Let us see where we can go! 

Sherry Anne Bryant 
 

Worship Team 

The Worship Team works with Pastor Rebecca to provide worship opportunities which help everyone in 

the congregation to strengthen his or her relationship with God. Various types of services are provided and 

people who cannot come in-person to church services are able to attend via Zoom each Sunday or after 

Church via YouTube. Members of the Worship Team include the Music Director, Communion Steward, 

Altar Flower Committee Chair, Greeter/Usher coordinator, Children’s Message Chair, and Video 

Technician. We are also fortunate to have a pool of lay speakers in our congregation upon whom we can 

call. All add to the meaningfulness of each Church Service. 

Pastor Rebecca’s messages touch people’s hearts and souls as she incorporates personal reflections and 

anecdotes, her reading, what is happening in our community and in the wider world, as well as related 

scripture to the weekly scripture lessons. Children open our services with prayer and responsive reading as 

well as participate in the Children’s Message. Church members also participate each Sunday as Worship 

Leaders and Scripture Readers. 

There have been a variety of special services this past year organized by the Pastor and the Team. Some 

examples include the Choir Christmas Cantata, the Maundy Thursday Communion Service, Holy Humor 

Sunday, the Blessing of the Families on Mother’s Day, videos of the Youth Mission Trip to Philadelphia, 

and the Blessing of the Animals. Our church family continues to feel blessed by the creativity and spirituality 



COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   Page | 45 
Church Conference, Sunday, November 5, 2023 

 

of Pastor Rebecca as she works to meet the needs of CUMC. 

I give special thanks to the members of our Worship Team:  Nelson Bent, Pastor Rebecca Cho, Debra 

Ferullo, Marie Layman, Ginger Livingstone, Susan Richardson, David Shrewsbury, Atlas Tearle, Winnie 

Windsor, and Dominique Winn. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley G. Lowe 

Worship Team Chair 

 

Christian Education 

The Christian Education programming for the 2022-23 school year was successfully coordinated by Sherry 

Anne Bryant. She skillfully integrated the talents and energy of a number of helpful and talented CUMC 

volunteers to provide meaningful learning experiences for our youth. Ginger Livingstone continued this year 

as our enthusiastic and creative Pre-K through Fifth Grade Sunday School lead teacher, ably assisted by 

long-time aide Viji Mahendran. Viji is on hand to serve as Nursery Attendant if adults with young children 

would like to place their little ones in the nursery during the service (though for the past couple of years 

there has been minimal use of this option). Christine McKenna Lok implemented a new Sunday School 

model for educating and inspiring our Middle School youth.   

The curriculum for the Pre-K - 5 group was Cokesbury's “Celebrate Wonder.” Each week typically featured 

a new Bible Story, a key Faith word, a brief Cokesbury video reflection/lesson by young Christians and 

several fun learning activities (such as crafts, games, worksheets). Lessons in Christian values were also 

taught/reinforced through additional special endeavors such as collecting money for UNICEF at 

Halloween, decorating food bags for Thanksgiving donations, the Christmas pageant (so wonderfully 

performed by our youth), making delicious treats for Pretzel Sunday, beautifully decorating cookies for Pink 

Sunday, re-enacting the Last Supper, enjoying a spirited Easter Egg hunt, and participating in the Scout 

Sunday and Children's Sunday worship services. The Christian Education Team is very grateful to the many 

volunteers who assisted in the classrooms during the year, including Joy Vemula, Deb Hastings, Winnie 

Windsor, Jill Rabideau, Gary Rabideau and Sherry Anne Bryant. Our Pre-K - 5 group met in the Christian 

Ed classroom and was typically comprised of 5 - 7 students each week.  

The curriculum for the Middle School group followed the United Methodist Church's Lectionary. Based on 

the weekly readings, Discipleship Ministries offers online resources for youth, children, Bible Study, and 

church services. Christine would mix and match among those resources, along with incorporating videos 

from The Bible Project and other sources. Typically, 3 middle school students would meet in the parlor each 

week for this class. 

The Summer Sunday School program provided a new, unique curriculum adapted for CUMC by Sherry 

Anne which was focused on service ministry. The program was very meaningful and impactful for our youth 

across all ages, due primarily to the numerous creative and generous adult volunteers from our congregation 

that led the classes on a rotating basis. Students engaged in helpful acts of service throughout the summer, 

including such activities as planting flowers around the church doorways, baking cookies for the soup 

kitchen, making artful thank-you and get-well cards for Church members, cleaning up trash around the 

Church neighborhood and many other loving and kind gestures.  
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This was a significant year of growth for our youth as they studied the Word of God, embraced its’ 

meaning, and put those lessons into action!  

Faithfully submitted,  

Christine McKenna Lok 

Gary Rabideau 

Christian Education Co-Chairs 

United Women in Faith (formerly United Methodist Women) 

Our work as United Women in Faith is so important! We are organized for mission and this makes us 
different from other groups, clubs, and fellowships. This helps us come together with a common interest. 
Although we are individually diverse, we share this focus on mission. We are women of faith who trust 
God to guide us in ways to do His will and to open new possibilities for us to carry out His work. Let us 
not lose our focus, let us not forget our PURPOSE: "We are a community of women whose PURPOSE is 
to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of 
the church." 

Our activities this year have helped us grow,  to strengthen our lives spiritually and in community together, 
to learn about new areas of need around the world, to educate ourselves concerning social issues that 
threaten the fabric of life on this planet. We explored the New England Botanical Gardens at Tower Hill 
in Boylston, MA on our Day Away: for Children’s Sabbath, the effect on children of having a parent in 
prison, presented by Jonaisha (Sashi) James; Soul Care and Sashi again speaking about Reimagining 
Communities at the Conference UWF meeting in Wilmington, MA; changing the Country Store section of 
our fall fair to a Yard & Bake Sale in September; Valentine Goodness and acts of appreciation through 
love planned by Sherry Anne Bryant; “Strengthening Community to Prevent Elder Abuse” with Paula 
Doherty as speaker, for our joint luncheon meeting with the women from Fisk UWF; “Because We 
Believe” which comes from our Charter for Racial Justice”, for our Call to Prayer & Self-Denial program 
with an offering, planned by Ginger Livingstone; Early Desert Women led by Jill Rabideau at our pot luck 
supper program; and a further discussion of the Racial Charter Timeline at our Retreat theme in Maine in 
June. Our Special Mission Recognition Award for 2022 was given to Annette Porter. 

We continue to monitor the work of the National Council for Incarcerated and Formerly Incarcerated 
Women and Girls. With the last of our $5000 grant, we gifted the National Council another amount for 
the development of a hydroponic freight farm to be housed in Roxbury. We have also been supporting 
efforts to hold schools and adults responsible to end school push out, and to support a moratorium on 
Massachusetts building a new women’s prison. 

Our monetary gifts supported United Women in Faith’s work worldwide through our Pledge to Mission, 
Mission u scholarship and operating funds, World Thank Offering, Cooper Community Center, the 
Assembly Fund, Dr. Belinda Forbes missionary support, A Place to Turn, Meals on Wheels, Morgan 
Memorial, MetroWest Family Promise, Natick Service Council, New England Deaconess Association, 
Operation Smile, Rosie’s Place, Wayside Hospice, Walk for Hunger & Walk to End Homelessness, 
scholarships, program speakers, reading program books. Special gifts from our 2022 fair proceeds went to 
the World Mission line of Mission Shares, City Year, Inc. in Greater Boston for helping students access 
resources and support, UN Refugee Agency for lifesaving aid, Mercy Corps for hunger and poverty 
challenges, Aldersgate Camp & Retreat Center for camper scholarships for those who need assistance, 
Southern Poverty Law Center for social justice challenges, the Native American Children’s Fund for water 
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storage containers, National Alliance on Mental Illness - local chapter, Orbis for restoring children’s sight, 
and help for local families requesting assistance through our pastor. 

We have accomplished much and still have much to accomplish. “We are called to protect and serve 
God’s creation… Our faith calls us to work for justice through compassionate service and advice… We 
accompany, support, nurture, provide for, pray and serve… teach, lead, and act. Women live out their 
faith in innumerable ways, often without any notice… this is the legacy of United Women in Faith.” 
(Excerpts from 2018 Program Book) 

Sherry Anne Bryant 
President 

Family Promise Metrowest Coordinator 

Understanding Family Homelessness 

Across the USA in 2022, 50% of people in families with children experiencing sheltered homelessness were 

in four states: New York, California, Massachusetts, and Washington. The root cause behind many 

families becoming homeless in the Metrowest area is the lack of affordable housing combined with low 

earnings. In 2023, Massachusetts had the second highest Fair Market Rent (FMR) in the US. The cost for 

a two-bedroom apartment was $1,893, with prices in Boston being even higher, at $2,635. To afford this 

rent while still being able to pay other key expenses, a household must make at least $105,400 a year or 

$50.67/hr. Working a minimum wage job, someone would need to work 135 hours per week to afford the 

Boston FMR. This is more than three full-time jobs. 

Family Promise Metrowest works to provide housing to families experiencing homelessness, who don't 

qualify for emergency state shelter. Often these families don't qualify due to a few reasons. Firstly, many 

families are over the income limit, but they still are not earning enough to afford housing. One of the 

requirements for state shelter is to fall below the gross income standards, which is often a quarter of the 

income required to have basic necessities met. Secondly, they were suddenly unable to pay rent as the 

price of other necessities, or the rent itself, increased abruptly. As a result, the family would face eviction, 

which would not be considered a no-fault eviction. Lastly, parents must be working a certain number of 

hours to receive state shelter. Many times, parents are not able to work as required due to a lack of childcare 

or reliable transportation. 

Community UMC works with Family Promise Metrowest to provide food and other necessities every other 

month. We are always in need of people to volunteer their time and resources. Please keep an eye out for 

when we are hosting! 

Atlas Tearle 

Family Promise Coordinator 



COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   Page | 48 
Church Conference, Sunday, November 5, 2023 

 

2023 Church Leaders Contact Report (2024 data) 

Report covers January 1, 2024 - December 31, 2024 

 
Paragraphs and page numbers refer to the 2016 United Methodist Book of Discipline Cokesbury: free online version 

2016 UMC Book of Discipline (https://www.cokesbury.com/book-of-discipline-book-of-resolutions-free-versions) 

Please note that all questions marked with an asterisk (*) are required fields. If there is no information available, please 
enter "NONE." 

 
First Name Last Name Email 
Rebecca Cho rebeccalyn.cho@gmail.com 

Church Information Wayland: Community UMC - Wayland-80 Main 

Street- Wayland-MA-01778-4807 

District Commonwealth East 

Church Phone 508-653-0577 

Church Email office@cumcwayland.org 

Church Website www.cumcwayland.org 

Social Media Links https://www.facebook.com/cumcwayland 

Main Service Time(s) 10:00AM 

Summer Service Time 10:00AM 

Sunday School Time 10:15AM 
 

 

 
Pastor 

Full Name Rebecca L. T. Cho 

Phone 6174295909 

Email rebeccalyn.cho@gmail.com 

 
Church/Administrative Council/Board Chair 

Full Name Arnold Goldenbaum 

Phone 508-358-3518 

Email GoldenbaumA@aol.com 

 
Church Office Administrator 

Full Name Sara Herwig 

Phone 508-653-0577 

E-mail office@cumcwayland.org 

https://www.cokesbury.com/book-of-discipline-book-of-resolutions-free-versions
https://www.cokesbury.com/book-of-discipline-book-of-resolutions-free-versions
https://www.cokesbury.com/book-of-discipline-book-of-resolutions-free-versions
https://www.cokesbury.com/book-of-discipline-book-of-resolutions-free-versions
mailto:rebeccalyn.cho@gmail.com
mailto:office@cumcwayland.org
http://www.cumcwayland.org/
http://www.facebook.com/cumcwayland
mailto:rebeccalyn.cho@gmail.com
mailto:GoldenbaumA@aol.com
mailto:office@cumcwayland.org
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District Equalization Member Nominee 

Full Name 
 

Phone 
 

Email 
 

 
Finance Chair 

Full Name Prakash Savarirayan 

Phone 857-259-8536 

Email prakash_savarirayan@yahoo.com 

 
Financial Secretary 

Full Name Steven Daneault 

Phone 774-270-7120 

Email ppfinsec@cumcwayland.org 

 
Lay Leader 

Full Name Sherry Anne Bryant 

Phone 508-358-4310 

Email sherryannebryant@yahoo.com 

 
Lay Member of Annual Conference 

Full Name Arnold Goldenbaum 

Phone 508-358-3518 

Email GoldenbaumA@aol.com 

 
Alternate Lay Member of Annual Conference 

Full Name Arnold Goldenbaum 

Phone 508-358-3518 

Email GoldenbaumA@aol.com 

 
Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair 

Full Name Arnold Goldenbaum 

Phone 508-358-3518 

Email GoldenbaumA@aol.com 

mailto:prakash_savarirayan@yahoo.com
mailto:ppfinsec@cumcwayland.org
mailto:sherryannebryant@yahoo.com
mailto:GoldenbaumA@aol.com
mailto:GoldenbaumA@aol.com
mailto:GoldenbaumA@aol.com
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Treasurer 

Full Name David Lok 

Phone 617-515-2244 

Email treasurer@cumcwayland.org 

 
Trustees Chair 

Full Name David Getchonis 

Phone 508-887-0940 

Email dave.getchonis@gmail.com 

 
United Women in Faith President 

Full Name Sherry Anne Bryant 

Phone 508-358-4310 

Email sherryannebryant@yahoo.com 

 
United Methodist Men's Ministry President 

Full Name 
 

Phone 
 

Email 
 

Use the space below to list co-chairs and other church leaders. 

Include email and phone number. 

 

Check here if you are following the Single-Board Model (or One 

Board Model) (as defined in Paragraphs 247.2 and 243 of the 

2016 Book of Discipline) 

No 

Acknowledgment Yes 

Full Name and Role Rebecca L.T. Cho, Pastor 

Date 2023-09-25 

 

Addendum 

2023 United Women in Faith Report Form 

  

mailto:treasurer@cumcwayland.org
mailto:dave.getchonis@gmail.com
mailto:sherryannebryant@yahoo.com
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Community United Methodist Church 
80 Main Street, Cochituate Village, Wayland, Massachusetts 01778-4807 

(508) 653-0577     office@cumcwayland.org 
www.cumcwayland.org 

 

http://www.cumcwayland.org/

