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It is hard to believe that a new 

year has already begun! The New 

Year is a natural time to reflect 

on the past year, as well as to 

consider if  there are any changes 

we want to make for the future. 

At Community UMC, we will 

have the opportunity to do both 

of  those things. On Sunday, Jan. 21 our worship 

service will center around celebrating the year 

2023. We will see photos and review some of  the 

special activities that we enjoyed at Community 

UMC in the past year. We will also have a chance 

to say some words of  gratitude for others in our 

church community. 

We also have opportunities to move forward in 

the New Year, such as Body & Soul. This group 

will meet for 6 Thursdays before Lent, beginning 

on Jan. 4. This is an opportunity to kick off  the 

new year in a healthy way. We spend about 30 

minutes doing light exercise in a no-pressure en-

vironment, followed by 30 minutes of  prayer and 

meditation. Two of  the sessions will include 

sharing a healthy meal together. We quite enjoyed 

ourselves last year, and I hope that you will join 

us this year! 

As you think about this new year, I also invite 

you to reflect on your participation at Communi-

ty UMC. Is there an area of  ministry that you 

would like to get more involved in? Is there a 

team or committee you would like to learn more 

about, or might like to join? One of  the major 

areas in which we are in need of  help is in Fi-

nance, but there are other opportunities as well. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Weekly Schedule 

Sun, 10:00AM - WORSHIP SERVICE 
Please join us in person! 

Masks are now optional. 

Or join us on Zoom: 

http://zoom.us/join 

Zoom Meeting ID: 508 653 0577, Passcode: 0 

To join by phone: 

Dial (646) 558-8656 

Enter the Meeting ID: 

508 653 0577 

When prompted 

press #, then # again. 

Mon, 1:30PM - Create & Relate 
In-person in the Church Parlor 

Masks are optional. 

See our Online Church Calendar at 

cumcwayland.org/calendar.html 

http://www.cumcwayland.org/calendar.html
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Statement of  Welcome for All People 

Community United Methodist Church celebrates that 

all persons are created in God's image and are of  sa-

cred worth. We are a community of  faith that welcomes 

all persons without regard to age, race, sexual orienta-

tion, gender identity, or developmental and physical 

ability. Community UMC welcomes the full inclusion 

of  all people in the life and ministries of  our church. 

We invite everyone to join us in our faith journey! 

“All God's People in All Places and in All Times, 
are Called to Love and to Serve.” 

— Ministry of the Laity 

From the Lay Leader 

The beginning of a new year always seems to be a 

time for reflection! Thinking about what we accom-

plished last year, what we wish we had done, mak-

ing resolutions for the coming months, etc. I would 

like to share a few thoughts from Larry Julian, au-

(Continued on page 3) 

The Committee on Lay Leadership will get to-

gether in the spring and will begin to ask people 

to take on new roles at the church, but there’s 

no need to wait to be asked! Talk to me so that I 

can answer your questions and pass along your 

interests to the committee. I wish you much 

peace and joy in the year 2024! 

Blessings 

Pastor Rebecca L. T. Cho  

(Continued from page 1) 
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Weekly Scripture Readings 
(Revised Common Lectionary, Year B) 

Sunday, January 7 
Baptism of Jesus 

Gen 1:1–5 

Ps 29 

Acts 19:1 –7 

Mk 1:4–11 

Epiphany Sunday 
Isa 60:1–6 
Ps 72:1–7, 10–14 
Eph 3:1–12 
Mt 2:1–12 

Sunday, January 14 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

1 Sam 3:1–10 (11–20) 

Ps 139:1–6, 13–18 

1 Cor 6:12–20 

Jn 1:43–51 

Sunday, January 21 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Jonah 3:1–5, 10 

Ps 62:5–12 

1 Cor 7:29–31 

Mk 1:14–20 

Sunday, January 28 
4th Sunday After Epiphany 

Deut 18:15–20 

Ps 111 (UMH 832) 

1 Cor 8:1–13 

Mk 1:21–28 

Happy New Year! We hope that you 

had a good Advent and Christmas Sea-

son and that you were able to attend the services at 

CUMC. Our January services will include the cele-

bration of Epiphany along with communion on the 

7th. January 14 is Human Relations Sunday and we 

will also celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. day. We 

are looking forward to having another “Celebrating 

2023 at CUMC,” as we did last year, when we look 

back over the past year and reflect on what and who 

have been meaningful in our lives here. Be thinking 

about what you would like to share. It could be one 

special service or it could be parts of several ser-

vices or it could be a special event. You choose 

what blessings you have received from CUMC in 

the past year. 

We offer a special Thank You to three people who 

have graciously made our Church merry and bright 

this year:  to Marilyn Hatch who again created our 

beautiful Advent wreath; to Betty Mattarazzo for 

the wreaths on the outside doors of the church wel-

coming worshippers; to Winnie Windsor for the 

wreaths in the sanctuary and at the Harrison Street 

(Continued on page 4) 

 Worship Team 

thor of “God is My CEO: Following God’s Princi-

ples in a Bottom-Line World,” that can be applied 

to approaching this new year. 

• Seek wisdom to do the right thing…remember 

Solomon’s prayer to God to give him a 

“discerning heart”? Seek God’s wisdom to dis-

(Continued from page 2) 

cern what’s right, then have the courage to act 

on it. 

• Turn dust into diamonds. When trials and diffi-

culties arise, don’t miss out on the privilege of 

your problems. Problems create opportunities. 

When under pressure, we can shine like dia-

monds for others to see Christ in our lives. 

• Keep the important things important. Don’t 

burn out on the meaningless details of life and 

waste the importance of the day—Learn to fo-

cus on the important things to make each day 

the most important day of your life. 

Sherry Anne Bryant 
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Check              It Out! 
Up Coming Events in November 

 Jan 1 - New Year’s Day 

 Jan 4 - Body & Soul on Thus through 

Feb 8 at 5:30pm 

 Jan 7 - Epiphany Sunday 

 Jan 8 - Trustees at 7:00pm 

 Jan 10 - Community Growth at 7:00pm 

 Jan 14 - Human Rights Sunday 

 Jan  15 - Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr..’s 

Birthday 

 Jan 17 - SPRC at 6:00pm 

 Jan 20 - UWF Tea Party at 10:00am 

 Jan 21 - Finance at 11:30am 

 Jan 22-24 - Pastor Rebecca away for 

Continuing Ed. 

 Jan 28 - Worship Team at 11:30am 

 Jan 29 - Safety Team at 7:30pm 

During this special season, we are so 

grateful for people such as Arthur 

Mayer and the Sandford’s who had the foresight to 

include us in their estate planning. We have mostly 

used up these funds (more specifically on this in a 

future article) but we have relied on these funds to 

accomplish so much around this Church. At this 

time of year when we are grappling with a larger 

than normal deficit budget for 2024 as well as at-

tempting to collect sufficient funds to pay our Mis-

sion Shares, we want to remember these people and 

(Continued on page 5) 

   Stewardship 
   & Finance 

Our church family is truly blessed by 

the joy, enthusiasm and spiritual light 

that our youth bring to our community.  The gifts 

of these young people were evident throughout Ad-

vent as they shared their talents and grace through 

Christian Education 

entrance. We also appreciate the work of the flower 

committee who decorated the sanctuary with the 

poinsettias. 

Shirley Lowe 

Worship Team Chair  

(Continued from page 3) 

music, drama, humor, song, and readings - most 

notably in the amazing portrayal of the Christmas 

story in this year’s Pageant.  Thanks to an imagina-

tive script adapted by Ginger Livingstone,  our two 

Sunday School classes worked beautifully together 

to inspire and uplift us all on that memorable Sun-

day morning.  The Pageant represented the culmi-

nation of many lessons learned by our kids through 

their Sunday school experience, including the scrip-

tural basis for this amazing story, the enduring 

Christian values of love, forgiveness + faith and the 

importance of working together, listening to one 

another and supporting each other.  We are grateful 

to the many adults who made special contributions 

in guiding our youth through these advent festivi-

ties including Ginger, Joy Vemula, Deb Hastings, 

Winnie Windsor  and Vigi Mahendran.  

The Christian Education team of teachers and help-

ers is looking very forward to continuing the spir-

itual development and mentoring of our youth in 

2024!  

Gary Rabideau and Christine McKenna Lok 

Co-chairs 
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The Trustees continue to address our 

ongoing list of maintenance requests 

across our properties and here are a few highlights. 

We’d like to remind everyone that if you see some-

thing about our buildings that needs attention 

please say something to one of the Trustees or fill 

out one of the maintenance forms in the church 

mailbox room. With regards to the parsonage, we 

continue the process of gathering and reviewing 

proposals for the new garage. Stay tuned for details.  

As you have seen we have replaced all our exterior 

doors to improve the safety of our building with 

doors that close reliably and move to a restricted 

key system. This means our keys are no longer able 

to be copied and are numbered so we now have a 

(Continued on page 6) 

 Trustees Update 
so many others for their thoughtfulness in their gift-

giving to this Church. Thank you to all of you who 

have pledged for 2024 and are volunteering for the 

tasks and duties that keep this Church flourishing 

which allows us to continue the good works of the 

Church. 

How can you help in 2024? Helping with fundrais-

ers to balance our deficit budget, responding to ex-

tra mile giving requests, or helping with either the 

Treasurer or Financial Secretary tasks for the 

Church would help tremendously. If you want to 

learn more about what is needed, please talk to Pra-

kash, Andy, David, or George and let us know! 

What a wonderful way to start the New Year!! 

Thank you to all and a Happy and Healthy 2024 

from the Stewardship and Finance Committee! 

Ginger Livingstone 

(Continued from page 4) 
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You are invited to a Tea Party on Sat-

urday, January 20, at 10:30 am in Fel-

lowship Hall. 

“Finding Joy” is the theme for this special event, 

led by Paula Duncan-Doherty. Bring a family mem-

ber or friend. Wear a hat, one you make or one you 

own. Prizes awarded! Laughter, fellowship, joy guar-

anteed! Make reservations with Sherry Anne (508) 

358-4310 by January 17. 

Sherry Anne Bryant, 

President 

United Women in Faith 

Orders are now being taken for altar flow-

er arrangements for this year, 2024.  If you would 

like to have altar flowers in memory of or in honor 

of friends and/or loved ones, please give your check 

for $25.00 per arrangement and the date(s) you 

would like to Shirley Lowe at church.   You may al-

so send this information with your check to the 

church with a notation on the envelope and check 

for the “Flower Committee”. 

Thank you to all the members of this committee 

who each week brighten our sanctuary with lovely 

fresh flower arrangements:  Amy Clark, Gayle 

Gledhill, Marilyn Hatch, Susan Richardson, Jill Ty-

son, and Winnie Windsor. 

Shirley Lowe, Chair 

Flower Committee 

The Flower Committee 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 2024 

A group of CUMC high schoolers, parents and 
adult volunteers have been meeting, researching 
and planning for a Youth Mission Trip experience 
to take place for a week this summer, 2024. Our 
dedicated youth have been working with the adults 
to identify the type of service work, the preferred 
settings and the structure that we believe would be 
most impactful and spiritually nurturing. The group 
looks forward to sharing the plan with the congre-
gation as it is finalized. We will also appreciate the 
community’s support and prayers as we gather the 
resources and the fortitude to take on this exciting 
+ challenging endeavor! 

Gary Rabideau 
Youth Mission Trip Coordinator  

list of all those who have been given keys. If you 

have a need for a key please complete the key re-

quest form that the Church office can provide. 

Lastly, we will be installing a camera doorbell on the 

ramp door to provide video recordings for refer-

ence if needed. 

We continue to look for a new Trustees Treasurer 

who would be willing to spend a few hours a month 

helping with our Trustees funds. This work is well 

documented and does not require any accounting or 

special skills or experience. Please let the Pastor or 

any Trustee know of your interest. 

Our Safety team has met again to update our draft 

safety policies for review by our different leaders for 

feedback before publishing for the congregation. 

We have added a monthly check of our first aid kits 

to keep sure they are replenished.  

Thanks again for all your help to keep the Church 

in the condition you found it, shut off the lights, 

close and lock all windows, and lock the door when 

you leave. This will ensure that everyone, members 

and visitors, finds it welcoming, safe and inviting. 

Dave Getchonis 

The Board of Trustees 

(Continued from page 5) 



Page 7 



Page 8 



Page 9 



Page 10 



Page 11 



Page 12 

Quotes of the Month 
“I do not at all understand the mystery of  grace — 

only that it meets us where we are but does not leave us 

where it found us.”  

—Anne Lamott  
 

“Although no one can go back and make a brand new 

start, anyone can start from now and make a brand new 

ending.” 

—Carl Bard 

1/9/1954 Gene & Betty Matterazzo 

1/10/2004 Ryan Wade & Kelley Shaw-Wade 

Anniversaries 

Birthday /Anniversary Listings 

We try to include everyone for whom we have a birth 

date or anniversary date. If we have the wrong date for 

your birthday or anniversary or you would like to be 

included, please notify Sara in the Church Office at 

(508) 653-0577 or office@cumcwayland.org. 

Celebrations! 

Special Dates 

• January 1 - New Year’s Day 

• January 6 - Epiphany 

• January 7 - Baptism of  the Lord 

• January 15 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

• January 18-25 - Week of  Prayer for Chris-

tian Unity 

Birthdays 
1/1 Howard  Swindell 

1/1 Davina Cha 

1/2 Adele Goldenbaum 

1/2 Karen Pehrson 

1/3 Helen Barber 

1/4 Cynthia Bryant 

1/6 Stephen Curtis 

1/9 Shirley LaRochelle 

1/9 Nancy Waack 

1/11 Monique Lundy 

1/14 Jana Cook 

1/16 Marcy Schubert 

1/18 Steve Daneault 

1/19 Andy Sonderfan 

1/19 Matt Tearle 

1/20 Carolina Joy 

1/20 Anna Davis 

1/20 Lauren Webb 

1/23 Steve Connolly 

01/23 Steven Dill 

01/24 Edith Scannell 

01/26 Betty Matterazzo 

mailto:office@cumcwayland.org?subject=Birthday%20and%20Anniversary%20Dates
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COMMUNITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

80 Main Street 

Cochituate Village, Wayland, MA 01778-4807 

ADDRESS 

SERVICE 

REQUEST 

MONDAY thru FRIDAY 

8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

10:00 A.M. 
Worship Service 

Nursery/Child Care Provided 

10:00 A.M. – 11:15 A.M. 
Sunday School for Age K thru Grade 12 

(begins with the Worship Service - dismissal to 

classes is generally made after the children’s message) 

11:15 A.M. 
Fellowship / Coffee Hour 

 

 

January 2024 

Have you visited our website lately?  

website:  www.cumcwayland.org    email:  office@cumcwayland.org 

Phone:  (508) 653-0577                   Fax:  (508) 653-0519 

Like us on Facebook  @cumcwayland 

http://www.cumcwayland.org
mailto:office@cumcwayland.org
https://www.facebook.com/cumcwayland

