
The Community United Methodist Church of Cochituate Village in Wayland 

 

 

Weekly Schedule 

Sun, 10:00AM - WORSHIP SERVICE 
Please join us in person! 

Or join us on Zoom: 

http://zoom.us/join 

Zoom Meeting ID: 508 653 0577, Passcode: 0 

To join by phone: 

Dial (646) 558-8656 

Enter the Meeting ID: 

508 653 0577 

When prompted 

press #, then # again. 

Church Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

See our Online Church Calendar at 

cumcwayland.org/calendar.html 

Dear Friends, 

The days have gotten shorter and the 

winter season is fast approaching. 

The winter solstice, the shortest day 

of the year, will take place on De-

cember 21 this year, and the sun will 

set at 4:16pm. The other afternoon 

when my daughter and I went for a walk I made sure 

to bring a flashlight so that we wouldnõt be caught in 

the dark on our way home. 

For many people the darkness of the season, likely 

coupled with the cold weather, can lead to feelings of 

sadness. For people suffering from Seasonal Affec-

tive Disorder (SAD) it can mean more serious symp-

toms of depression which affect their daily living. 

For those whose eyesight doesnõt allow them to drive 

at night, it means a much more limited schedule. For 

children, it can mean less time to play outside. While 

some people, like myself, actually enjoy the early 

darkness, it certainly affects all of us in different 

ways. 

In our hemisphere, Advent and Christmas always 

correspond with this dark winter season. It is a time 

for us to be reminded of a different kind of light that 

can dwell in our lives at all times, seasons, and places. 

òThe light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome itó (John 1:5). 

òThis is the message we have heard from him and 

declare to you: God is light; in him there is no dark-

ness at alló (1 John 1:5). 

I hope that throughout the Advent and Christmas 

season, there will be many moments in which you 

will feel the light of Christ warming your heart and 

your life. May we all shine with Christõs light and 

share his peace wherever we go. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rebecca 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ $ÅÓË 

$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ 
6ÏÌÕÍÅ ςπςυȡρς 

Photo by Whitney Russell Edmond, January 10, 2025 

http://www.cumcwayland.org/calendar.html
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Rev. Rebecca Cho .................................. Pastor 
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Full Page is H- 9 7/8ó by W- 7 3/4ó  

Half page is H- 4 7/8ó by W- 7 3/4ó  
Quarter page is  H- 4 7/8ó by W- 3 7/8ó 

 All submissions should be sent to office@cumcwayland.org 
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Statement of  Welcome for All People 

Community United Methodist Church celebrates that 

all persons are created in God's image and are of sacred 

worth. We are a community of faith that welcomes all 

persons without regard to age, race, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or developmental and physical ability. 

Community UMC welcomes the full inclusion of all 

people in the life and ministries of our church. 

òAll God's People in All Places and in All Times, 
are Called to Love and to Serve.ó 

ñ Ministry of the Laity 

From the Lay Leader 

What Would We Face This Christmas 
if  Jesus Christ Had Not Been Born? 

by Helen Steiner Rice on a Gibson Inspirational card. 

In this world of  violence and hatred and greed 
Where men lust for power and scorn those in need, 
What could we hope for and where could we go 
To find comfort and courage on this earth below 
If in Bethlehemõs manger Christ had not been born 

Many centuries ago on that first Christmas morn é 
For Life Everlasting and Eternal Glory Were promised to 
man in The Christmas Story! 

May the blessings of  joy abide within you; 
May the blessings of  peace rest upon you, 
May the blessings of  love flow out through you; 
May all the blessings of  the season be yours at 
Christmas and in the year to come.  

Sherry Anne Bryant 

mailto:office@cumcwayland.org
http://www.cumcwayland.org
mailto:office@cumcwayland.org?subject=Submission%20%20to%20INCommunity%20for%20Consideration
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Weekly Scripture Readings 
(Revised Common Lectionary, Year C) 

Sunday, December 7 
2nd Sunday of  Advent 

Isa 11:1ð10 

Ps 72:1ð7, 18ð19 

Rom 15:4ð13 

Mt 3:1ð12 

Sunday, December 14 
3rd Sunday of  Advent 

Isa 35:1ð10 

Lk 1:47ð55 

Jas 5:7ð10 

Mt 11:2ð11 

Sunday, December 21 
4th Sunday of  Advent 

Isa 7:10ð16 
Ps 80:1ð7, 17ð19 
Rom 1:1ð7 
Mt 1:18ð25 

Wednesday, December  24 
Christmas Eve 

Isa 9:2ð7 

Ps 96 

Titus 2:11 ð14 

Lk 2:1ð20 

Sunday, December  28 
1st Sunday after Christmas 

Isa 52:7-10 

Ps 98 

Heb 1:1-4 (5-13 

John 1:1-14 

During the four weeks in December leading 

up to Christmas, we celebrate Advent, a season of  

preparation for the coming of  Jesus. It is a time for 

spiritual reflection, prayer, and preparing our hearts 

and souls for the celebration of  the birth of  Jesus. 

At Community UMC we have several traditions dur-

ing this time. We sing hymns and carols focusing on 

the themes of  Advent and Christmas. Members of  

the congregation light the Advent Wreath candles 

of  hope, peace, joy and love on the four Sundays 

leading up to Christmas Eve when the Christ Candle 

is lit. We have the wonderful Sunday School Christ-

mas pageant which this year will be on December 

14. The choir will present its cantata, òAppalachian 

Winter,ó on December 21. On December 24, there 

will be our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of  

Lessons and Carols. At the beginning of  this ser-

vice, Nativity figurines are handed out as people ar-

rive. Then, at appropriate times during the service, 

those who have the announced figurines bring them 

forward to complete the scene of  the Nativity on 

the chancel. 

Would you like to sing the cantata with the choir this 

year? It is not too late to join us for our regular 

choir practices on Thursday evenings at 7:30pm, or 

come for 30-45 minutes after church on Sundays 

leading up to the cantata. Everyone is welcome to 

join the choir for the season, or even better, for the 

upcoming year. Speak to Dave Shrewsbury and 

come and join us! 

Another tradition at this time of  year is the decorat-

ing of  the church sanctuary and entrances with 

Christmas plants. This year we will be offering both 

poinsettias and cyclamens. The order form is on 

page 13 of this newsletter and in the òThis Weekó 

weekly email. Completed forms are due no later 

than December 12. We look forward to remember-

ing friends and relatives with these beautiful plants. 

At the same time, we will be taking orders for altar 

flowers for Sundays throughout the year. I realize 

that a few of  you were disappointed not to have the 

specific date you requested in 2025.  If  you know 

your dates, it is always best to order early in the year. 

Worship Team 

The Worship Team wishes every one a Blessed 

Christmas Season and we hope that you will join us 

for all the spiritually uplifting services during De-

cember. 

Shirley Lowe 

Worship Team Leader 
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The Trustees continue to address our 
ongoing list of maintenance requests 

across our properties with no major projects or up-
dates to report this past month. 

Nothing of note from the past month, just keeping 
up with usual property maintenance. 

Weõd like to remind everyone that if you see some-
thing about our buildings that needs attention please 
say something to one of the Trustees or fill out one 
of the maintenance request forms in the church 
mailroom. A friendly reminder to all to please not 
drag tables or heavy items in the fellowship hall as 
we work to make our newly finished floors last a 
good long time. Especially during these Winter 
months please help keep our floors safe by cleaning 
up wet areas quickly. Last request is to please keep 
the pair of corridor doors in the Office wing hallway 
closed at all times as required by our fire depart-
ment. 

Thanks again to Paula Doherty and Rod MacLeod 
for leading our ongoing storage areas cleanup. We 
are asking for your help in this process. 

Thanks again for all your help to keep the Church in 

the condition you found it, shut off the lights, close 

and lock all windows, and lock the door when you 

leave. Please all who choose to exit out the side 

door of CNS please pull the door shut fully when 

leaving. And please remember to close all windows 

when you are leaving the room. This will ensure that 

everyone, members and visitors, finds it welcoming, 

safe and inviting. 

Dave Getchonis 

Chairperson 

 Trustees Update 

The Fall is a very busy time for the Fi-

nance Committee, it is the time for our Stewardship 

Drive and the creation of the yearõs budget. 

We had three excellent stewardship speakers this 

year on October 26, November 2 and 9. They were  

     Stewardship 
     & Finance 

Happy Holiday! This year's òDeck the 

Hallsó Fair is a recent memory but 

what a special day! It was indeed a time of  working 

together, fellowship, seeing old friends, making new 

ones, enjoying beautiful decorations and tables filled 

with wonderful gifts, crafts, baked items, and much 

more. 

During the next three weeks, the "Gift Shop" on the 

stage in Fellowship Hall will be open for the shop-

ping convenience of  anyone who is looking for 

handcrafted items, gifts, and decorations for holiday 

giving. Money for items bought can be given to Sara 

in the church office during the morning from 

(Continued on page 5) 

United Women in Faith 

Andy Sonderfan, who reminded us that in the 

1960õs a new wing was determined necessary to ful-

fill our mission of a growing church and we had 62 

teachers and assistants. Annette Porter came next 

and shared how important her church family was to 

her when her Dad died when she was a young child. 

Ted Crass described the concept of an organization 

that demonstrates love to others and improves the 

world. He ended with, òLove School has no tuition 

but is not free.ó Three outstanding messages. 

In our November meeting we reviewed the finan-

cials for through October. The good news is that 

the budgeted receipts and disbursements are track-

ing very well. The concern is that we have spent 

$30,000 more than we have received. To address 

this issue of the last several years Andy Sonderfan is 

inviting interested members to a Church Financial 

Summit in January. All are welcome. Call Andy for 

particulars. 

We are currently collecting pledges to determine the 

money we will have to spend in 2026. For the many 

of you who have already pledged we thank you and 

for those who have not, we ask you to prayerfully 

consider it. 

Arnold Goldenbaum 

Stewardship and Finance Committee 
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Up Coming Events in December 
P Sun, Nov 30ð 1st Sunday of AdventñHope 

P Sunday, Nov 30, 10:00 AMð Worship Service 

P Tue, Dec 2, 6:30 PMð Advent Bible Study - 
Newton UMC 

P Wed, Dec 3, 7:00 PMð SPRC 

P Thu, Dec 4, 4:00 PMð Community Caring & 
Connections 

P Sat, Dec 6, 5:00 PMð Kids Night Out 

P Sun. Dec 7- 2nd Sunday of AdventñLove 

P Sun, Dec 7, 10:00 AMð Worship Service 

P Sun, Dec 7, 3:00 PMð Christmas Caroling 

P Mon, Dec 8, 7:00 PMð Trustees 

P Tue, Dec 9, 6:30 PM- Advent Bible Study - 
Newton UMC 

P Wed, Dec 10, 7:00 PMð Administrative Board 

P Fri, Dec 12,  11:00 AMð Soup Kitchen Prep 

P Fri, Dec 12, 6:00 PMð Community Growth 

P Fri, Dec 12, 8:30 PMð Kids Closet Setup 

P Sat, Dec 13, 10:00 AMð Kids Closet & Kids 
Gifts 

P Sun, Dec 14ð 3rd Sunday of AdventñJoy 

P Sun, Dec 14ð Nursing Home Gifts due 

P Sun, Dec 14, 10:00 AMð Worship Service & 
Christmas Pageant 

P Tue, Dec 16, 6:30 PMð Advent Bible Study - 
Community UMC 

P Sat, Dec 20, 9:00 AMð Set up Christmas Flow-
ers 

P Sun, Dec 21ð 4th Sunday of AdventñPeace 

P Sun, Dec 21ð Warming Tree gifts due 

P Sun, Dec 21, 10:00 AMð Worship Service & 
Choral Cantata 

P Sun, Dec 21, 11:30 AMð Finance Committee 

P Tue. Dec 23, 6:30 PMð Advent Bible Study - 
Community UMC 

P Wed, Dec 24ð Christmas Eve 

P Wed, Dec 24. 7:00 PMð Candlelight Service 

P Thu, Dec 25ð Christmas Dayð Office Closed 

P Dec 26 through Jan 1 - Pastor Rebecca on 
Vacation 

P Sun, Dec 28, 10:00 AMð Worship Service - Pau-
la Doherty preaching 

Check            It Out! 

Helping our neighbors locally and globally. 

December is a busy time for all. Time to spread 

cheer to those far and near. 

The Soup Kitchen preparation will be on Friday, De-

(Continued on page 6) 

Mission Resource Team 

9:00am to 12:00pm. Checks should be written to 

United Methodist Women. 

Monies received the day of  the fair, from leftovers 

sold the next day, tally slips paid afterwards, and 

from the Gift Shop, (minus expenses) will be given 

to a number of  deserving mission outreach organi-

zations and projects covering issues such as food 

security, safe water, mental and childrenõs health, etc. 

locally and globally. Thank you to each of  you who 

gave your time and effort to make our òDeck the 

Hallsó Fair a success and this gift giving a possibility. 

This month, we have been invited by Fisk UWFaith 

to join them for a Christmas Brunch on Saturday 

December 13 at 10am. Judy Maggs, who led their 

December program in singing last year, is coming 

back by popular demand to lead a program again! 

They would love to have our women join them for 

this combined special holiday event. Let Sherry 

Anne know if  you are going by Sunday, December 

7. All women are invited. See you there! 

Then on January 11, Fisk UWFaith will lead the 

worship service at Fisk. Sherry Culver, our Con-

ference UWFaith President, will be giving the mes-

sage. They will have the installation of  officers fol-

lowed by lunch. Given Sherry's role in the organi-

zation, they are looking forward to having women 

from other churches join them for worship and/or 

lunch. Mark your calendar now to attend this special 

service. 

Sherry Anne Bryant 

President 

(Continued from page 4) 
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A Little Christmas Cheer  
* Whatõs every elfõs favorite type of music? 
Wrap! 
* What do gingerbread men use when they 
break their legs? Candy canes. 
* What do snowmen eat for lunch? Iceberg-
ers. 
* Why did Frosty's girlfriend break up with 
him? He was a total flake! 
* What's every parent's favorite Christmas 
Carol? Silent Night. 
* Which one of Santa's reindeer has the best 
moves? Dancer! 
* What did one cranberry say to the other at 
Christmas? 'Tis the season to be jelly! 
* How many letters are in the Christmas al-
phabet? 25ñthereõs noel. 
* Why didnõt Rudolph make the honor roll in 
school? Because he went down in history. 
* What did Adam say the day before Christ-
mas? It's Christmas, Eve! 
(From ò125 Best Christmas Jokes,ówww.thepioneerwoman.com/
holidays-celebrations, 12/6/2024) 

The Community Caring and Connections Team 

thanks everyone who returned questionnaires to be 

incorporated into a òHelping Handsó booklet so 

that we can coordinate help for those who need it 

from those who can provide it. Also, Prayer Letters 

and òThinking of Youó post cards are available, and 

questionnaires for the òHelping Handsó booklet are 

always welcome. 

CUMC continues to be a loving, caring, and serving 

Community in so many ways. What a wonderful 

place to be! 

We are Community, 
Susan Richardson  

 Do small things with great Love. 

 Community Caring 
 & Connections 

cember 12 from 11:00am to 3:00pm. Helpers are 

always needed and welcome. 

The Church, with the help of the congregation, will 

be providing gifts to all the residents of Royal Way-

land Nursing Home this year. Please, if you are able, 

select a gift tag(s) with a gift idea on it from the 

Warming Tree, and return the gift with the tag by 

Sunday December 14. Gift bags are okay. Let Deb 

Hastings or Pastor Rebecca know if you'd like us to 

shop for you. 

The Giving Tree will be up in the Narthex for the 

month of December. new hats, scarves, mittens, 

gloves, socks, slippers, and  PJ's are always needed. 

Place your gift on or under tree. 

We will be collecting gently-used coats. Please be 

sure there are no missing buttons or broken zippers. 

We be collecting gently-used winter wear for dona-

tion around our community. 

Please put items in the box in Fellowship Hall. 

Deb Hastings 

Mission Team Leader 

(Continued from page 5) Kids Closet Toys for Gifts 
We are asking people to donate new and like-new 

toys for a gift room for the next Kids Closet on Sat-

urday, December 13. You can dop off the toys dur-

ing the church office hours, Monday through Fri-

day, 8:30am to 12:30pm or put them at the back of 

the stage under the Kids Closet sign. 

Thank you. 
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Banff National Park, AB, Canada.  Photo by Albert Pego  

Five Love Languages 

In a recent Children's Message Arnold Goldenbaum talked about the five love languages taken from 

the books written by Gary Chapman. Here is the handout that the kids received and that you might 

also be interested in discussing and practicing with your friends and family!  
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Quotes of the Month  
Christmas is not as much about opening our presents as 

opening our hearts. 

ñJanice Maeditere  

Because of  his boundless love, Jesus became what we are 

that he might make us to be what he is. 

ñIrenaeus, third-century Christian apologist   

Jesus did not come to make Godõs love possible, but to 

make Godõs love visible.  

ñAuthor unknown  
Birthday /Anniversary Listings 

We try to include everyone for whom we have a birth 
date or anniversary date. If we have the wrong date for 
your birthday or anniversary or you would like to be 
included, please notify Sara in the Church Office at 
(508) 653-0577 or office@cumcwayland.org. 

Celebr a t i on s! 

December Special Dates  

§ Second Sunday of  Advent, December 7, 2025 

§ Third Sunday of  Advent, December 14, 2025 

§ First Day of  Winter, December 21, 2025 

§ Fourth Sunday of  Advent, December 21, 2025 

§ Christmas Eve, December 24, 2025 

§ Christmas Day, December 25, 2025 

§ New Yearõs Eve, December 31, 2025 

12/1 Chit Abriam 

12/1 Matt Brennan 

12/7 Judi Poe 

12/8 Dylan Braley 

12/12 Abby Vemula 

12/15 Ben Jacobs 

12/18 Alice Macumber 

12/18 Scotty Fay 

12/18 Bette Place 

12/29 Nathaniel Castle 

mailto:office@cumcwayland.org?subject=Birthday%20and%20Anniversary%20Dates

