
The Community United Methodist Church of Cochituate Village in Wayland 

 

Weekly Schedule 

Sunday, 10:00AM - Worship Service 
Please join us in person! 

Or join us on Zoom: 

http://zoom.us/join 

Zoom Meeting ID: 508 653 0577, Passcode: 0 

To join by phone: 

Dial (646) 558-8656 

Enter the Meeting ID: 

508 653 0577 

When prompted 

press #, then # again. 

Church Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

See our Online Church Calendar at 

cumcwayland.org/calendar.html 

Dear Friends, 

As you look back on 2025, I hope 

that you recall many gifts and bless-

ings that you can celebrate. At the 

same time, Iõm sure that you may 

also look back and remember losses, 

illnesses and challenges that you 

faced. While we certainly carry with us the hurts and 

sorrows of the past year, we can also enter the new 

year with the hope offered to us by our faith in Je-

sus.  

At a time when people often consider what resolu-

tions they may make for the year 2026, I suggest a 

simple and timeless goal for all of usñ to seek the 

guidance of God in our lives. Listen to the words 

spoken by God in Psalm 32: 

òI will instruct you and teach you in the way 

    you should go; 

I will counsel you with my loving eye on you. 

    (Ps. 32:8)ó 

In this psalm King David was describing a difficult 

time in his life when he felt like his energy was com-

pletely sapped. The solution that he found was to 

turn to God in repentance and sincerity. He then ex-

perienced Godõs forgiveness, protection, guidance 

and unfailing love.  

While I pray for your 2026 to be filled with good 

health, joy and peace; the truth is that we canõt know 

what the future holds. And so, in addition to that 

prayer, I pray that all of us will continually turn to 

God in all circumstances. May we never fail to seek 

Godõs guidance, care, strength and inspiration for 

our lives. And may we always feel Godõs loving eye 

resting on us.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Rebecca 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ $ÅÓË 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнс 
6ÏÌÕÍÅ ςπςφȡπρ 

By Andry Djumantara 

http://www.cumcwayland.org/calendar.html
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Statement of  Welcome for All People 

Community United Methodist Church celebrates that 

all persons are created in God's image and are of sacred 

worth. We are a community of faith that welcomes all 

persons without regard to age, race, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or developmental and physical ability. 

Community UMC welcomes the full inclusion of all 

people in the life and ministries of our church. 

òAll God's People in All Places and in All Times, 
are Called to Love and to Serve.ó 

ñ Ministry of the Laity 

From the Lay Leader 

The beginning of a new year always seems to be a 
time for reflection! Thinking about what we accom-
plished last year, what we wish we had done. It can 
be a time to start over. 

New Dawn, New Birth 

Lord, I know that you always give us The chance to 
start again with you. In spite of all our failings, 

All our neglect of you and your love. You are al-
ways ready to forgive, 

To take away our darkness And give us a fresh 
hope. 

Your birth was a sign of new hope, Like the new 
dawn 

Fresh in the morning sky. 

Let the splendor of your birth, 

The miracle of your being-with-us, Light up our 
hearts and minds, 

To bring us the blessing of your love always. 
Amen.ó 

(Missionary Society of St. Columban) 

Sherry Anne Bryant 

mailto:office@cumcwayland.org
http://www.cumcwayland.org
mailto:office@cumcwayland.org?subject=Submission%20%20to%20INCommunity%20for%20Consideration
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Weekly Scripture Readings 
(Revised Common Lectionary, Year C) 

Sunday, January 4 
Epiphany Sunday 

Isa 60:1ð6 

Ps 72:1ð7, 10ð14  

Eph 3:1ð12 

Mt 2:1ð12 

Sunday, January 11 
Baptism of  the Jesus 

Isa 42:1ð9 

Ps 29 

Acts 10:34 ð43 

Mt 3:13ð17 

Sunday, January 18 
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isa 11:1ð10 
Ps 72:1ð7, 18ð19 
Rom 15:4ð13 
Mt 3:1ð12 

Sunday, January 25 
3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isa 35:1ð10 

Lk 1:47ð55  

Jas 5:7ð10 

Mt 11:2ð11 

The Trustees continue to address our 

ongoing list of maintenance requests 

across our properties with no major projects or up-

dates to report for this past month. Thanks to Leon 

Zachery for leading the search and final installation 

of a much needed shed to better store the bikes and 

other items at the Parsonage. 

Weõd like to remind everyone that if you see some-

thing about our buildings that needs attention please 

say something to one of the Trustees or fill out one 

of the maintenance forms in the church mailroom. 

(Continued on page 4) 

 Trustees Update 

As we head into January, the days are grow-

ing longer and we have more light. Jesus is our spir-

itual Light which we share with family and friends as 

well as people in our community and around the 

world. The Light of  each Advent candle we lit in 

December symbolized Hope, Joy, Love, and Peace. 

Let us continue to spread these ideals as we start off  

2026. 

January 4 will be the Celebration of  Epiphany at 

CUMC. Epiphany is derived from the Greek word 

òepiphaneiaó which refers to the appearance or 

manifestation of  Jesus. It is often associated with his 

baptism by John. We associate the date with the vis-

itation to Joseph, Mary, and Jesus by the Magi or 

Wise Men. 

On January 18, we will acknowledge Martin Luther 

Kingõs birthday as we observe Human Relations 

Sunday. Then on January 25, we will have our annual 

òlooking back at 2025ó as we reminisce and rejoice 

in all the activities and accomplishments of  our 

Church and Church family. 

The Worship Team is happy to have Atlas back with 

us for a little while on the technology team. They 

are giving Matt and Andy a break by getting our ser-

vice out to those of  you on Zoom and dealing with 

other aspects of  technology. Thank you, Atlas! 

This is a reminder that the Flower Committee is ac-

cepting orders for altar flower arrangements for 

2026. We have already received a few orders for 

dates throughout the year. If  you have specific dates 

that you would like to have for honoring friends, 

family, or special events, be sure to let us know. The 

cost has not gone up this year. It is still $25 per ar-

rangement. See Shirley Lowe after church any Sun-

day or send in your dates to the Flower Committee 

accompanied by a check made out to CUMC with 

òaltar flowersó written in the memo line. 

Happy New Year and may the hope, joy, love, and 

peace of  the Advent candles continue to bring light 

to your world in 2026. 

Shirley G. Lowe 

Worship Team Chair 

Worship Team 
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Many of my earliest recollections are 

church related. Not surprising since my parents met 

singing in the choir of my home church. Many of 

their activities involved programs and committees 

within the church. So being involved with the work-

ing of a church was pretty natural to me. 

The church people were instrumental in helping my 

mother through the death of my dad when I was 

only 5 years old. Our church friends were my ex-

tended family and having them close helped me 

through those early years. 

Similarly to CUMC, we had fairs and special events 

to celebrate during the yearñstrawberry festivals, 

musical presentations, etc. It became evident that it 

was only through the continual work of our church 

friends that these programs could take place. 

     Stewardship 
     & Finance 

Time to get together in the New Year! 

Mark the calendar for Saturday, January 

24 at 2 pm. In the library. Angela Crocker, Ex-

ecutive Director of The Parmenter Founda-

tion based in Wayland, will be our guest. The 

Foundation is dedicated to providing education, 

resources, funds and support in the areas of end-of-

life care and bereavement for our community mem-

bers, partners, etc. Come and learn about program 

offerings geared to loss and trauma experienced by 

children, college students, a partner, parent or even 

loss of a pet. 

(Continued on page 5) 

United Women in Faith 

A friendly reminder to all to please not drag tables or 

heavy items in the fellowship hall as we work to 

make our newly finished floors last a good long time. 

Especially during these wetter months please help 

keep our floors safe by cleaning up wet areas quickly. 

The last request is to please keep the pair of corridor 

doors in the office wing hallway closed at all times as 

required by our fire department. 

Thanks again to Paula Doherty and Rod MacLeod 

for leading our ongoing storage areas cleanup. We 

are asking for your help in this process. 

Thanks again for all your help to keep the Church in 

the condition you found it, shut off the lights, close 

and lock all windows, and lock the door when you 

leave. Please all who choose to exit out the side door 

of the CNS wing please be sure the door is fully shut 

when leaving. This will ensure that everyone, mem-

bers and visitors, finds it welcoming, safe and invit-

ing. 

Dave Getchonis 

Chairperson 

Over the years my mother was the church secretary, 

Sunday School helper, and the financial secretary for 

many decades! All of these activities played a role in 

my also taking on some similar jobs both in my 

home church and at CUMC. 

By being involved in the music program, taking on 

work on the financial side, and just doing a variety 

of smaller activities, I saw that as a group much 

could be accomplished that could never be done 

alone. 

But funding has reared its ugly head and we need to 

put our heads together to find ways to bring in a bit 

more income and/or see if there are areas where 

costs might be reduced. 

As Andy Sonderfan mentioned recently, there is a 

plan for a financial gathering early in 2026 to brain-

storm ideas for doing just that. 

Please think about some ways that might be tried to 

help our bottom line and let's see what can come of 

our gathering in January. 

Thank you for all you doñdon't dismiss all those 

little things we do that make a difference in the lives 

of those close by and far away. 

Annette Porter 

for Stewardship and Finance  
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Up Coming Events in January 
P Thu, Jan 1ð New Yearõs Day - Office closed 

P Sun, Jan 4, 10:00 AMð Worship Service - 
Epiphany Sunday 

P Mon, Jan 5, 7:00 PMð Trustees 

P Tue, Jan 6, 7:00 PMð Midweek Bible Study 

P Thu, Jan 8, 4 PMð Soup Kitchen Prep 

P Thu, Jan 8, 6:30 PMð Body & Soul 

P Fri, Jan 9, 11:00 AMð Soup Kitchen Delivery 

P Fri, Jan 9, 8:30 PMð Kids Closet Setup 

P Sat, Jan 10, 10:00 AMð Kids Closet 

P Sun, Jan 11, 10:00 PMð Worship Service 

P Sun, Jan 11, 11:30 AMð Library Slideshow 

P Thu, Jan 15ð IN Community material due 

P Thu, Jan 15ð Body & Soul 

P Sun, Jan 18, 10:00 AMð Worship Service - Hu-
man Rights Sunday 

P Sun, Jan 18, 11:30 AMð Finance Committee 

P Mon, Jan 19ð Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - Of-
fice closed 

P Thu, Jan 22, 6:30 PMð Body & Soul 

P Sun, Jan 25, 10:00 AMð Worship Service - Cele-
brating 2025 

P Sun, Jan 25, 11:30 AMð Worship Team 

P Wed, Jan 28 7:00 PMð Administrative Board 

P Thu, Jan 29, 6:30 PMð Body & Soul 

Check            It Out! 

Helping our neighbors locally and globally. 

Opportunities for mission in our community: 

¶ Soup Kitchen preparation on Thursday, January 8, 

4 to 7. 

¶ Friday cooking and delivery from 11 to 2pm. Help 

is always appreciated. 

¶ Ongoing collection of food for local pantries. 

Items always needed are soup, canned fish, fruit, 

beans, vegetables, cereal, and snack items for lunch 

boxes, juices. Health and beauty items as well as 

diapers are also accepted. 

Deb Hastings 

Mission Team Leader 

Mission Resource Team 

Just for Grinsé 

What We Really Need 

Twelve ministers were on a flight headed to a 

conference in Seattle when the plane hit a fierce 

storm. Trying to calm their nerves, they told the 

flight attendant, òLet the pilot know everythingõs 

fine ñ there are twelve ministers on board!ó 

A few minutes later, the flight attendant returned 

from the cockpit. 

òWell?ó one of the pastors asked with a grin. 

òWhat did the pilot say?ó 

She smiled and replied, òHe said he was glad to 

have 12 ministers aboard, but he would rather 

have four good engines.ó 

Anyone interested in learning more about Par-

menterõs programs is invited to join us. 

Thank you again for helping our òDeck the Hallsó 

Fair to be successful. We voted to distribute 

money to the following to help spread Godõs love: 

The Greater Boston Food Bank, Feeding America, 

Pine Street Inn, Home2Homes, National Alliance 

on Mental Illness, DIGDEEP for water security, 

City Year, Inc. that helps place trained student suc-

cess coaches that mentor, tutor and encourage kids 

in Boston and Medford schools, UWFaith Legacy 

Fund, World Mission line in our churchõs Mission 

Shares contribution, Pastor Rebeccaõs discretionary 

fund, our UWF Pledge to Mission, and mission 

(Continued from page 4) 

outreach groups in our budget which are A Place to 

Turn, Meals on Wheels, Morgan Memorial, 

Metrowest Family Promise, Natick Service Council, 

New England Deaconess Association, Operation 

Smile, Rosieõs Place, Wayside Hospice, Dr. Belinda 

Forbes, and Cooper Community Center. 

Sherry Anne Bryant 

President 
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Advent Bible Study 
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