
The Community United Methodist Church of Cochituate Village in Wayland 

 

Weekly Schedule 

Sunday, 10:00AM - Worship Service 
Please join us in person! 

Or join us on Zoom: 

http://zoom.us/join 

Zoom Meeting ID: 508 653 0577, Passcode: 0 

To join by phone: 

Dial (646) 558-8656 

Enter the Meeting ID: 

508 653 0577 

When prompted 

press #, then # again. 

Church Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 

8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

See our Online Church Calendar at 

cumcwayland.org/calendar.html 

Dear Friends, 

In the midst of everything that is hap-

pening in this country right now with 

immigration, I think it is a good time 

to ground ourselves in what the Bible 

tells us. First and foremost, we can 

turn to Matthew Chapter 25 in which 

Jesus said:  

òfor I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed meéó 

And then we can look at many passages from the He-

brew Bible in which God reminded the people (over 

and over again) that they too were once foreigners in 

the land of Egypt. For example,  

òThe foreigner residing among you must be treated as 

your native-born; love them as yourself, for you were 

foreigners in Egypt. I am the Lord your God (Lev 

19:34)." 

Of course, each country must have reasonable policies 

and laws about immigration in order to avoid a chaotic 

situation. However, our attitude toward immigrants 

must start with acknowledging our common humanity. 

According to the United Methodist Book of Discipline: 

òWe affirm the dignity, worth, and rights of migrants, 

immigrants, and refugees, including displaced and state-

less people.ó And, òWe oppose all laws and policies 

that attempt to criminalize, dehumanize, or punish dis-

placed individuals and families based on their status as 

migrants, immigrants, or refugees. Additionally, we de-

cry attempts to detain displaced people and hold them 

in inhumane and unsanitary conditionsó (The United 

Methodist Book of Discipline 2024/2024, ¶ 163). 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Statement of  Welcome for All People 

Community United Methodist Church celebrates that 

all persons are created in God's image and are of sacred 

worth. We are a community of faith that welcomes all 

persons without regard to age, race, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, or developmental and physical ability. 

Community UMC welcomes the full inclusion of all 

people in the life and ministries of our church. 

òAll God's People in All Places and in All Times, 
are Called to Love and to Serve.ó 

ñ Ministry of the Laity 

From the Lay Leader 

February is the month symbolized by the heart and 
love. We celebrate Valentineõs Day on the 14th, wear 
red, decorate with hearts and other symbols of  love, 
and emphasize heart health for the whole month. It 
takes a literal heart to live, but a figurative heart to 
give life meaning. Several heart phrases carry special 
meanings. To òhave a heartó means you will be kind, 
sympathetic and generous. To òtake things to heartó 
means you consider things seriously, sometimes to 

(Continued on page 3) 

As United Methodist Christians, we have a right to 

disagree about various policies related to immigra-

tion, but we are called to treat all people as our 

neighbors. Regardless of a personõs ethnicity, coun-

try of origin or immigration status, they are a be-

loved child of God, and we are called to treat them 

as such.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Rebecca 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Weekly Scripture Readings 
(Revised Common Lectionary, Year C) 

Sunday, February 1 
4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Mic 6:1ð8 

Ps 15 (UMH 747) 

1 Cor 1:18ð31 

Mt 5:1ð12 

Sunday, February 8 
5th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Isa 58:1ð9a (9b ð12) 

Ps 112:1ð10 (UMH 833) 

1 Cor 2:1ð12 (13ð16) 

Mt 5:13ð20 

Sunday, February 15 
Transfiguration Sunday 

Ex 24:12ð18 
Ps 99 (UMH 819) 
2 Pet 1:16ð21 
Mt 17:1ð9 

Sunday, February 22 
1st Sunday in Lent 

Gen 2:15ð17; 3:1ð7 

Ps 32 (UMH 766) 

Rom 5:12ð19 

Mt 4:1ð11 

We often think of  February as the month 

of ôloveõ since Valentineõs Day comes in the middle 

of  it.  How do we show our love for our Church in 

our Worship Services? Is it by giving a Children and 

Youth message? Is it by being an acolyte or a greeter 

or an usher? Is it by singing in the choir, reading the 

Scripture Lesson, or being a Worship Leader? Is it 

by joining Dave and sharing your musical talents? Is 

it by offering up the morning message when Pastor 

Rebecca is away? Is it by arranging the altar flowers 

or giving these flowers in someoneõs honor or 

memory? Is it by preparing the elements for com-

munion or helping to serve communion? Is it by 

greeting fellow worshippers and making them feel 

welcome and loved? Is it by giving a ride to some-

one to come to church? Is it by preparing the ser-

mon each week based on Scripture, selecting the 

hymns, and making sure it all fits together? Is it by 

ensuring that the microphones and recording is tak-

ing place and that folks at home are able to attend 

the service on Zoom? Is it by the sharing of  Joys 

and Concerns letting our pastor and friends in the 

congregation know when someone needs our pray-

ers and outreach? All of  these elements in our Wor-

ship are ways that we show love for the people who 

make up our church. By doing this for each other, 

we are ready to go out into the community and 

Worship Team 

the point of  being troubled and stirred to action by 
them. òWith all your heartó means with complete 
sincerity and devotion. 
The word òheartó is found in the Bible between 500

-800+ times depending on the version you read. 

òTake heart, it is I; do not be afraidõó in Matthew 

14. òLove the Lord your God with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 

with all your strength. The second is this, love your 

neighbor as yourself  (Mark 12: 30-31.)ó Heart and 

Love, words to guide us this month as we strive to 

be like Christ. 

Sherry Anne Bryant 

show our love for our neighbors and those with 

whom we interact each day. 

An important day for us this month is February 18, 

Ash Wednesday, when we will experience a very spe-

cial and meaningful service to begin the Lenten Sea-

son. The ashes come from the palms that were 

blessed at last yearõs Palm Sunday Service and are 

imposed upon our foreheads in the sign of  the 

cross. I hope that you will join us on the 18th to 

begin your Lenten Journey. 

Show your love. Come and participate in worship 

with us on Sundays and on Ash Wednesday! 

Shirley G. Lowe 

Worship Team Chair 
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The Trustees continue to address our 

ongoing list of maintenance requests 

across our properties with no major projects or up-

dates to report this past month. 

As mentioned in church, as of the start of January 

we are in the planning stages to update our exterior 

landscaping in the front of the church and other ar-

eas as budget and time allow. If you would like to 

help fund this important project please let the of-

fice, Winnie Windsor or Dave Getchonis know. We 

are working on an approach to capture any gifts in 

honor or in memory of so please let us know if you 

would like to do this as well. A potentially exciting 

part of this project is that Adam Tearle is working 

to confirm leading this effort as part of his Scout 

Eagle badge process. Our goal is to understand 

what funds we have over the next month and begin 

planning for a Spring project. Another quick update: 

we had to find a new plumber for our properties 

and have contracted with Martel HVAC Plumbing 

in Ashland for our preventive and when needed ser-

vices. 

Weõd like to remind everyone that if you see some-

thing about our buildings that needs attention please 

say something to one of the Trustees or fill out one 

of the maintenance forms in the church mailbox 

room. A friendly reminder to all to please not drag 

tables or heavy items in the fellowship hall as we 

work to make our newly finished floors last a good 

long time. Especially during these wetter months 

please help keep our floors safe by cleaning up wet 

areas quickly. The last request is to please keep the 

pair of corridor doors in the office wing hallway 

closed at all times as required by our fire depart-

ment. 

Thanks again to Paula Doherty and Rod MacLeod 

for leading our ongoing storage areas cleanup. We 

are asking for your help in this process.  

Thanks again for all your help to keep the Church in 

the condition you found it, shut off the lights, close 

and lock all windows, and lock the door when you 

leave. Please all who choose to exit out the side 

 Trustees Update 

òWe also assume responsibility for bring-

ing to the house of the Lord each year the firstfruits 

of our crops and of every fruit tree. (Nehemiah 

10:35 (NIV))ó 

With the closing out of 2025, we have experienced 

once again a deficit-budget situation. Costs are in-

creasing but pledges remain the same or have de-

creased. Many activities that occur at Community 

CUMC are fulfilling and worthwhile to individuals 

as well as the community at large, but money is 

needed to hold them. 

At the writing of this article, a meeting held on Jan 

17 began what will be a several-month effort to un-

derstand the deficit-budget situation our church is 

in and brainstorm steps to mitigate this. If you 

missed this meeting, please stay tuned for additional 

dates and information on when the next meeting 

will be. 

When you pledge, youõre helping your church be the 

hands and feet of Jesus. Youõre fueling ministries 

that care for people, share the gospel, and change 

lives in your community. Thatõs a huge deal! Please 

help. If you havenõt filled out a pledge card for 

2026, consider doing so. You would be surprised 

what can be accomplished in Worship, Mission, and 

Fellowship when we all bring some of our 

òfirstfruits.ó 

Blessings to all! 

Ginger Livingstone 

     Stewardship 
     & Finance 

door of  the CNS wing please pull the door shut ful-

ly when leaving. This will ensure that everyone, 

members and visitors, finds it welcoming, safe and 

inviting.  

Dave Getchonis 

Chairperson 
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 Do small things with great Love. 

 Community Caring 
 & Connections 

òLoving Our Neighborsó is the theme 

for this monthõs program meeting on 

Saturday, February 14, Valentineõs Day. Join us at 

1:30 pm in the Library for a video presentation by 

Carolina Nunez on òLoving Our Neighborsó and a 

crafting activity with hearts. All women invited for 

fellowship, fun and refreshments. See you then!  

Sherry Anne Bryant 

President 

United Women in Faith 

Helping our neighbors locally and globally. 

Opportunities for mission in our community: 

¶ Sunday, February 2 at 11:30am, Mission Resource 

Team meeting. 

¶ Thursday, February 12 at 3:15pm, Soup Kitchen 

preparation. 

Mission Resource Team 

The Community Caring & Connections Team has 

consolidated the information gathered from the 

questionnaires that were sent out to the congrega-

tion, and a booklet is now available with the names 

of those who are able to help those in need of help. 

The booklets can be found in the Narthex and Fel-

lowship Hall.  The CC&C Team is here to help 

those who need help now and then, and we hope 

you will reach out to Jane Jamison, Coordinator 

(508-397-7352), Sara in the Church Office (508-653-

0577), or anyone on the helper list. 

Do small things with great love.  Donõt forget to send a 

card, email, or phone someone who would like to 

hear from you, especially during these wintery days.  

God Bless, 

Susan Richardson  

¶ Friday, February 13 at 11am -1 finish meal for 

Waltham Lodge. 

We are collecting nonperishable food for local food 

pantries; canned beans, vegetables, soups, peanut 

butter, almond butter, single serve lunchbox items, 

etc. Please put your donation in one of the boxes in 

Fellowship Hall. 

Deb Hastings 

Mission Team Leader 

Up Coming Events in February 
P Sun, Feb 1, 10:00 AMð Worship Service 

P Tue, Feb 3, 7:00 PMð Midweek Bible Study 

P Thu, Feb 5, 6:30 PMð Body & Soul 

P Sat, Feb 7, 10:00 AMð Midwinter Music Fest - 
Lexington 

P Sat, Feb 7, 1:30 PMð UWF Board 

P Sun, Feb 8, 10:00 AMð Worship Service, Scout-
ing Sunday 

P Sun, Feb 8, 11:30 AMð Mission Resource Team 

P Tue, Feb 10, 7:00 PMð Trustees 

P Thu, Feb 12, 6:00 PMð Body & Soul with Meal 

P Fri, Feb 13, 11:00 AMð Soup Kitchen Prep 

P Fri, Feb 13, 8:45 PMð Kids Closet Setup 

P Sat, Feb 14, 10:00 AMð Kids Closet 

P Sat, Feb 14, 1:30 PMð UWF Program 

P Sun, Feb 15, 10:00 AMð Worship Service 

P Sun, Feb 15, 11:30 AMð Finance Committee 

P Mon, Feb 16ð IN Community material due 

P Mon, Feb 16- Presidentsõ Day - Office Closed 

P Tue, Feb 17, 7:00 PMð Midweek Bible Study 

P Wed, Feb 18, 7:00 PMð Ash Wednesday Service 

P Sun, Feb 22, 10:00 AMð Worship Service - 
Winnie Windsor preaching 

P Sun, Feb 22, 10:00 AMð Library Slideshow 

P Tue, Feb 24, 6:00 PMð Lenten Movie & Tea 
Fast 

P Thu, Feb 26, 6:00 PMð Lenten Supper 

P Fri, Feb 27, 6:30 PMð Community Growth 
Team 

P Sat, Feb 28, 5:00 PMð Kidsõ Night Out 

Check            It Out! 
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2025 was a year of growth for the Kidõs Closet. We 

started with 20ish families at the beginning of  the 

year and have grown to over 50 each month. Many 

attendees are also shopping for other families, so it 

is reasonable to guess that each month over 100 

families are helped in our local communities. This 

week, I did a back-of-the envelope estimate that 

suggests about 750-1000 pounds of  clothes come in 

and go out each month. These clothes come from 

the community and go back into the community. 

This year we have been thankful to have multiple 

babies join our Kids Closet community and we love 

it when parents bring the babies in to introduce to 

us. What a privilege to help celebrate these family 

milestones. 

In 2026 we hope to find other churches in the 

Metrowest wanting to start their own Kidõs Closets. 

If  you happen to know of  any congregations that 

might be interested, please talk to Maria Castle.  

Our volunteers put in hundreds of  hours of  labor 

last year and I want to say a huge thank you to each 

of  them. Without you this program would not be 

possible. 

Maria Castle 

The Ektachrome photo project is about archiving 

our images, revisiting all types of events, and seeing 

old CUMC friends. Take a picture-walk through 

CUMC's recent history, if only for an hour. See silly 

costumes. Remember retreats. Relive beautiful 

award ceremonies with lots of smiles. 

The years covered during the February 22 slide 

event are again in the 1990's before we shift to an-

other era later this spring. 

Can't attend on 02/22/26? Save the date for March 

22, 2026. 
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Quotes of the Month  
Love is perhaps the only glimpse we are permitted of  

eternity. 

ñHelen Hayes  

Love is the river of  life in the world. 

ñHenry Ward Beecher 

A heart set on love will do no wrong. 

ñConfucius 

Birthday /Anniversary Listings 

We try to include everyone for whom we have a birth 
date or anniversary date. If we have the wrong date for 
your birthday or anniversary or you would like to be 
included, please notify Sara in the Church Office at 
(508) 653-0577 or office@cumcwayland.org. 

Celebr a t i on s! 

February Special Dates  
§ Black History Month, February 1-28, 2026 

§ Groundhog Day, February 2, 2026 

§ Valentine's Day, February 14, 2026 

§ Presidents Day, February 16, 2026 

§ Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026 

February Birthdays  
2/2 Justin DeFlorio 

2/4 Carter Donelly 

2/8 Bee Makaruse 

2/9 Sebastian Upjohn-
Bellettiere 

2/9 Sunmin Cho 

2/10 Alei Verdi 

2/10 Justin Makaruse 

2/12 Joy Vemula 

2/13 Arnold Goldenbaum 

2/14 Charlotte 
Crockett 

2/15 Fran Daneault 

2/16 Marie Biondi-
Lieber-Hughes 

2/16 Ryan Wade 

2/17 Bryce Rabideau 

2/23 Donnie Braley 

2/25 Izzy Gledhill 

cpg.org/global/online -resources/cartoons/clergy/  

A Taste of  Loving-Kindness 

A Sunday school teacher once asked her class, 

òWhat do you think the Bible means when it speaks 

of loving-kindness?ó 

A young boy thought for a moment and replied, 

òWell, if I were hungry and someone gave me a 

piece of bread with butter on it, that would be kind-

ness. But if they added a spoonful of jam, that 

would be loving-kindness.ó 

(From churchart.com) 

mailto:office@cumcwayland.org?subject=Birthday%20and%20Anniversary%20Dates
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